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angry 


AND AN EASTER BUNNY 
CALLED DERMOT 


a decent, 


Si! 


ion 


Anthony Bevins 
Jojo Moyes 
and Fran Abrams 

The hum was on for an “anti- 
sleaze” candidate for Tanon last 
njght, as both Nefi Hamilton’s 
Conservative association and 
John Major made clear that 
they would not move against 
him, and the Liberal Democrats 
agreed to make common cause 
with Labour in the blue chip 
Cheshire constituency. 

Lord Holme, the Liberal 
Democrats' campaign manag- 
er, said local activists in Tatton 
were seeking out a “credible, in- 
dependent anti-corruption can- 
didate”. following Labour's 
decision to stand aside in 
favour of a non-party chal- 
lenger for Mr Hamilton. 

The threat was given added 
impetus yesterday by the Prime 
Minister s claim that he would 
not. and could not. act against 
Mr Hamilton, and the local par- 
ty’s support for the beleaguered 
candidate. 

Alan Barnes, the Tory asso- 
ciation’s chairman, said he wel- 
comed Mr Major's “belief, in 
principle, that people against 
whom allegations are made 
are innocent until proven 
guilty". 

A growing list of people who 
might be considered as anti-cor- 
ruption candidates being 
bounced around Westminster 
included Virgin boss Richard 
Branson, Frances Lawrence, 
widow of murdered headmas- 
ter Philip Lawrence, business 
guru and author Charles Handy 
and Lady EJspeth Howe, wife 
of Lord flowe and chair of Op- 
portunity 2000, which seeks 
more women in business. 

Defiantly using the first dai- 
ly press conference of the four- 
week election campaign to field 
questions about Mr Hamilton 
and sleaze - in a clear attempt 
to kill the issue once and for all 
- Mr Major squarely attacked 
all suggestions that Mr Hand- 
ton should have to stand down 
before any findings of guilt or 
innocence had been reached on 
the cash-for-questions allega- 
tions levelled against him. 

** I am not going to bow to the 
witch-hunt mentality of saying 
that anybody who faces un- 
substantiated charges must 
leave public life,” Mr Major 
said. 

But - he also gave the 
strongest possible hint that he 
was unhappy with the ability of 
local party associations to stand 
up to the party leadership - and 
refiise to dump candidates who 
were embarrassing the nation- 
al party, and impeding its 

campaign. ... ' 

“They have to work with a 
candidate, they have to support 
him or her in their campaigns 
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Does Paddy Ashdbvm see Ititjofs^Kes a 
string of sausages? Orpexbapilie 
would prefer the r<deefat>crtdtHe? K ; 
not, a poIiceman, perinqpS? ^-” 

Mr Ashdown yfcste>tifrfT»ecatoc*fae 


faced by a politician in the election: 
campaign so fan , V- ■ t 

The inquisition - masterminded by 
heavyweight television " 

Vincent Banna, was jnvmptt&tyifot 
Liberal Democrat feSde^s • ' 


.end Miil^^K^aidkitiDd 1 Indy: 

Ashdown ftvetiic&ihfy sawUmsdf as 
ttejiolicemfti^ open the . 

ipiestionofwhidipofiticalligiim; 
would be gtVen the part as the 
^disagroeablereptile and the even ' 
more demanding role of the string of 
sausages. 

\ it isra game one cimld nsefoDy {day 
to while away the month until the 
election. And while we are on the 
Subject of po|FpetS,whO doyoo think . 
was responsSbfeler introducing this 
dever and colourful metaphor to the 
hustings? ■ j 


• The libcndBesnocrid spin doctors 
claim authxHrshipL^Tb^ neglect the 
feet, however, that it wa&yonr 
reporter who camenpwith the idea. 
On hearing it, Nicholas Sooth, Mr 
Ashdown’s head of press and policy, 
said: “Punch and Judy eh? That’s a 
good idea. FUnkfc that.” 

Yest erday however; Mr South was 
putting an entirely different spin on 
things. “We had prepared the Punch 
and Judy show for the press 
conference before yon used the 
phrase. I had my tongne in my cheek 
when I said Td nick it” 


House, Wasfanfoster, y es ter da y Photograph; John Voos 


regime 


The party yesterday unveiled a 
poster azging “End the Punch and 
jody show” which Lord Holme, the 
party’s campaign manager; said it 
had been the idea of the “creative 
group within the party”. 

Questions remain. Who will be the 
electoral crocodile? Who might ftilfil 
the role of a string of political 
sausages? Mr Ashdown, when asked, 
said: “Goodness knows who would 
play the string of sausages and in 
the absence of Norman Tebbit there 
isn’t a natural crocodile around is 
there?” 


and beyond, and jthas/a$*aw' 
been their positiorn,” he-said. . 

But he then' added: V£WS 
may have to look at that at ajai-t.. 
er stage in the events, of- the 
1990s. But that’s a matter foie 
considered not in the hot blood 
of the last few days, but a cool- 
ly considered matter after the 
genera] election." * ; 

Mr Hamilton, who remained 
inside his rectoiy home yester- 
day, was not saying anything 
about the future that was dom- 
inating the Erst full day of 
election campaigning. 


‘ JLocd Hobae said the Liber- .- 
candidate. Roger ' 
Barlow, was stffl in place, and- 
there was no qdestioh of him 
.Standing down until a suitable 
person nadbeen found. 

Mr Barlow and the Labour 
candidate, Jon Kelly, will both ‘ 
remain in place as prospective 
candidates until 8 April, when 
the Tktton Conservatives will 
make a final decision on 
.--whether to adopt Mr Hamilton 
as official candidate. 

Gordon Brown, the Shadow 
Chancellor, said Mr Major had 


coanidownJ 


his weight behind Mr Hamil- 
ton’s candidature. “JohnMa- 
jors statement today about 
Ibiy candidates has introduced 
a new element into the cam- 
paign in Thtton where a Con- 
servative MP with dear and 
admitted financial wrong-doing 
is standing,” he said. 


“tt is now clear that after a 
weekend in which senior Tories 
called for Mr Hamilton to 
stand down, reportedly at the 
behest of Mr Major, the Prime 
Minister is now patting the 
whole authority of his leader- 
ship behind backing the en- 
dorsement of Mr Hamilton as 
a candidate at the election. 

af Mr Hamilton does not de- 
serve to be re-elected. We are 
agreed with many Conservative 
supporters that he should not 
stand.” 

■ The Conservatives are gain- 


ing on Labour, according to a 
newspaper opinion poll pub- 
lished today. The 
Guardian/ICM poll shows 
Labour on 46 points, down 
two from last month, the Con- 
servatives on 32, up two, and 
the Liberal Democrats on 17, 
up one. However. 81 per cent , 
of voters questioned said they 
believed MPs accused of taking i 
cash for questions should re- 
sign, while only 14 per cent said 
they should stay. The pollsters 
questioned 1 ,200 people over 
Easier weekend. 


Bombers killed 

Palestinian suicide bombers M OT 

struck twice in the Gaza Strip %/ 

vesterday, but kilted themselves . 

not the Jewish children whose Goodwin ‘ 

school buses they appeared to Stephen Gooawm 

be With Scots Tbries tearing their 

^vioenceerupfiKlmffifiW^ ^fieshlilrewoundedSeasts, 

B;,nk Sw MMiael Fwsyth, Secretaiy rf 

were iaiie^d- ^ state for Scotland, attempted 

Ambulance caUtimes ffcffJgHEgffifS 

^3§88£s '^wsssit* 
Essssggre sk?£ , ass 

four han} . js to create as many as 

terduy- The aim is to ^ Lanarkshire could 

noT& Ibf faet taat the 

to eight minutes. - Consemtives-are facing melt- 

wall Street orias . j party is 


Forsyth tries to stop meltdown 


; Michael had been “pushed” by Miss Goldie, repeatedly tiy- 
tsen&r officials although it was rag to dose down questions 
• doubtful that newspapers had about Sir Michael’s raagna- 


jsuffident evidence to nail him, 
one insider said yesterday. 

The infighting was all but con- 
firmed by Annabel Goldie, who 
-has succeeded Sir Michael at the 
helm .of .'the. foundering Toiy 
ship, when she said the party had 

its “malcontents”. Caveats that 

all parties had dissidenB had fit- 

tie impact 

While John Major, at his 
London press conference, was 
ready to tackle sleaze ques- 
tions head on; Mr Forsyth and 
his colleagues were more ro- 
(uctant - even though they had 


tion and the shambles in the 
Scottish party, snapped after 40 
minutes: Tm simply not pre- 
pared to entertain any more 
questions on this." . 

Mr Forsyth wryly admitted 
that the campaign had not got 
off to an ideal start. .“T could 
have planned it better,” he 
said, adding that Sir Michael’s 
departure was a “setback”. 

The resignation means Mr 
Rjrtythwfllnave even less time 


on both sid« of the Auanuc ri nf Sir Michael Hirst, the same need to dear the issue 

Sue* Waliareet.toprod^ S&’SSSS past; away before today’s manifesto 

SSual friendship.:^ istamched. • 
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seat of Stirling. Labour needs 
a swing of only 0.6 per cent to 
depose the Secretary of Slate. 


odds are strong up against Ian 


Lang, President of the Board of 
Trade, in Galloway and Upper- 
Nhhsdale, and possibly Malcolm 
Rifkmd, the Foreign Secretary, 
in Edinburgh Pentlands. 

The Tories hold only 10 out 
of 72 seats in Scotland. Fear of 
losing more gave w ay to panic 
following the resignations of Sir 
Michael and Allan Stewart, the 
former Scottish Office minister, 
after reports of a relationship 
with a married woman. 

Sir Michael was the front- 
runner to succeed Mr Stewart 
as the candidate for Eastwood 
- the safest Tory seat in Scot- 
land. But according to a Con- 
servative source, his ambitions 
were thwarted by “enemies” 
who began spreading rumours 
about his past. “It went horri- 


bly wrong," said the source. 

Instead, the favourite to de- 
fend the safe seat is Paul Cullen 
QC, the Solicitor General for 
Scotland. An ambitious new- 
comer to party politics, the 40- 
year Edinburgh lawyer was 
expected to be selected at a pri- 
vate meeting late last night. 

A middle-class dormitory to 
the south erf Glasgow, Eastwood 
was held by Allan Stewart in 
1992 with a majority of 11,688. 

Mr Fbrsyth yesterday denied 
he had deliberately kept a low 
profile as the Stewart and Hirst 
sagas unfolded. He had been oc- 
cupied last week with a Cabinet 
meeting at which the report on : 
food poisoning deaths was dis- 1 
cussed and mushing off the j 
Scottish manifesto. 
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THE HIGH STREET 
BURSTS INTO BLOOM 


Us, you and 
this carnival 
of democracy 

i more waiting; as of this VTflE INDEPENDENT 

i ruing we are immersed in _ m 

full-scale campaign, with AlAAfiAn *QT 
•ry national politician en- CJ.VA/U.U11 ZJ t 


No more waiting; as of this 
morning we are immersed in 
a full-scale campaign, with 
every national politician en- 
gaged in a struggle to harvest 
millions of uncommitted votes. 
It happens rarely but for the 
next few weeks, they are 
coming to us for the answer. 

We should enjoy that we 
should take it seriously. What- 
ever the polls say, nothing is 
yet decided. Getting here has 
at times seems an endless slog 
through squelching sleaze- 
pits. Already, we have been 
sold outrageously implausi- 
ble promises and threats. Al- 
ready, we have had our 
intelligences insulted by the 
spin-doctors and our patience 
tried by the ad-men. 

And' all of this has had, al- 
ready, its inevitable result. 
Willie Whitelaw, Margaret 
Thatcher’s right-hand man, 
had a fine phrase against elec- 
tioneering: he was not prepared 
to “go about the country stir- 
ring up apathy”. Well, if the na- 
tional mood seems a little 
sceptical about the election, and 
even apathetic just now, that is 
hardly surprising. It is a weari- 
ness that the political elite has 
worked for years to foster. 

But if scepticism is reason- 
able, cynicism is dol The issues 
before voters now include the 
future of our national politics 
and our currency, as weB as the 
more familiar and difficult 
challenges - to maintain and 
fund a good state health ser- 
vice; to improve our often 
grossly inadequate schools; to 
stop unemployment turning 
parts of Britain into alien and 
miserable bandit ghettos. 

The parties' policies are 
NOT all the same. Nor are the 
leading politicians: they think 
differently, fear different 
things and hope for different 
futures. Some are thoroughly 
decent, public-spirited peo- 
ple. Others are fools, and a few 
are rogues. We have, in short, 
real choices. 

Historically, and still glob- 


ally. we arc privileged people. ! 
We ought to he at least a tit- 
tle engaged, to feel the odd 
tremor of excitement, at the 
democratic carnival now un- 
derway. And if wc shrug, and 
turn away - like Swampy - 
then we arc failing too. 
Democracies need informed, 
articulate, arguing cilizcas, 
even before they need leaders 
and parties. 

So the first role of the press 
is to bring readers the facts, an J 
set them fairly in context - to 
cut through the hyperbole and 
the statistical smears, and to 
help readers make honest 
choices, founded on reason, 
not prejudice. Day in. day out. 
The Independent will be doing 
its collective best. You hove 
trusted us to do it for a long 
lime. Wb won't let you down. 

Beyond that, we will be 
bringing you hticiligenily con- 
ducted polls: reportage, gossip 
and wit from all across the 
country; daily information on 
lies and half-truths; advice on 
tactical voting ... everything, in 
short, that you need to follow 
and enjoy the election. 
Enough, 1 hope -but no more. 
Wc won’t forget the other 
news and we won’t drown you 
in grey columns of blather. 

We have - my prejudice - 
the best team of writers, pho- 
tographers and editors for this 
campaign that we have ever 
had. The political team led by 
limy Bevins is belter than it 
was when I worked for it. The 
columnists are the best and 
most varied in the paper's 
history. 

We arc all biased. But this 
is one newspaper whose cen- 
tral bias is towards reason 
and fairness, not a single 
party manifesto. 

Andrew Marr 


Tories to spend i 
£4 million on J 
poster campaign 4 
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shorts 


IRA blamed for arson attack 
on Orange leader's home 

IRA supporters were accused last ni g h t of attempting to force 
Protestant families to flee after a series of arson attacks on bouses 
and property tn east Tyrone. 

The home of Joel Patton, leader of a hardline Orange Order 
group opposed 10 compromise on the re-routing of loyalist parades 
away from nationalist areas in Northern Ireland, was one of three 
homes where flammable liquid was poured through letter boxes. 

Mr Patton s attackers dropped unlit matches and ran off when 
he challenged them, but two other houses in Dungannon. Co 
Tyrone,, were set on fire. In nearby Newmflls. gas cylinders were 
thrown through the windows of a Past Office. Poppy wreaths were 
seized from the village war memorial and used to try to set fire to a 
nearby shop. 

Last night, Mr Patton, 47, said; “This was a clearly orchestrated 
campaign to drive Protestants out of the community.” 

Green light for Dorset’s prison ship 

Plans to moor a floating prison off the south coast were yesterday 
given the go-ahead by Environment Secretaiy John Gummer. 

_ The Department of the Environment said Mr S umm er had 
given clearance for the development of the onshore facilities at the 
Dorset port associated with the ship, HMP Weare. 

The Prison Service had appealed to Mr Gummer against 
Weymouth and Portland Council's refusal to grant planning 
permission for the facilities. The council argued that the ship, 
intended to house around 480 low-risk inmates on a temporary 
basis, would spoil views of the harbour, destroy the area’s 
reputation as a tourist resort and deter new industry. 

Boy, 12, impaled on kitchen knife 

A 12-year-old boy died after failing on to a knife sticking out of a 
dishwasher at his home, police said yesterday. 

Mark Rockingham, of Kettering, North ants, severed an artery 
when the knife punctured his chest said a police spokeswoman. 

The accident happened on Sunday and he was taken to a local 
hospital where he died later that night. 

Soccer hero’s warning over alcohol 

Soccer hero Malcolm 
Macdonald hopes his plight will 
warn others of drink dangers, a 
court heard yesterday. 

The “shamed and 
humiliated** former Newcastle 
United and England striker 
(left), who admitted 3 drink- 
driving offence last month, was 
placed on probation for 18 
months and banned from 
driving for two years. 

John Wesencraft, for the 
defence, told magistrates in 
Newcastle that “Supennac", as 
he was known, said alcohol had worsened the effect of osteoporosis 
that developed from the knee injuries which ended his career 18 
years ago. Attempts to kill the pain by drinking whisky had been 
what started his alcohol problem. 

Macdonald, 47. of Jesmond, in Newcastle, was stopped by police 
in February. Alcohol from the night before was detected on his 
breath, showing him to be three times over the limit 

Children narrowly avoid track death 

Rail track yesterday reported a “near miss" only yards from where*©- 
two boys were tolled by a train less than 48 hours ago. 

The driver of a train travelling at about 70mph reported abo ut,—,. 
10 children running on the line -including a girlas young 
The incident occurred less than 24 hours after two teeoagers, Ricky 
Smith, 15, and Mark Ashcroft, 13, were killed on the track near 
Halton Moor in Leeds. A spokesman for Railtxack said of the 
latest incident; “It’s quite staggering that this could happen." 

Psychiatric report on drink-driver 

An ambulance man convicted of drink-driving is to undergo a 
psychiatric examination before magistrates decide whether to send 
him to prison. Bernard Edwards, 51, pleaded guilty to drink-driving 
after crashing his ambulance into a car at Trefnant, near Denbigh, 
in North Wales, as he rushed a heart-attack victim to hospital at 
midnight on 24 January. 

Denbigh magistrates agreed to adjourn the case until 14 April 
after Rachel Silverbeck. for the defence, said she was concerned 
about bis mental health and requested a psychiatric report. 
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Royal scuffle: Tbe princess watches as Kevin Duggan steps to 

The Princess, the : 
and the man in tb 


. a * • ■ 


D iana, Princess erf Wales last night issued a plea 
for privacy as a row brewed over her nrfeinastreet 
scuffle between a paparazzo photographer apd a 
passer-by described as a “hotel touT. 

The incfdflnttook place on Monday morning otdside 
a west London gym when the Princess asked a passer- 
by Kevin Duggan, to stop a photographer taking (rfchxes 
of her. Mr Duggan allegedly pfoned the award-WHtrrfng 
photographer Brendan Berne, to awal and took tit cam- 
era, seizing his fibre •• ; . 

In a statement from her office, the princess sajdshe 
welcomed stronger tegaTpowers to put st end to ^ia- 
rffisment” from photographers who followed herdurfrig 
her datiy routine. 

"Once again the Princess of Whies has beeri harassed 
by a photographer, ’’The statement read 
“Ongeagain this has beco me th e subject of InacaF . 

such as th& vk^ns 

_ Intrusion mio trw 
The Princess has become increasingly critical of pho- 
tographers' conduct and has In the past been reduced 
to tears by their activities- 


Moll nominated 
for best actress 
inBaftas 

Alex Kingston, who starred in rTVs 
raunchy adaptation of Moll Flan- 
ders, was last night shortlisted as 
best actress in nominations for the 
1 997 Bafta awards - known as the 
"British Oscars". She will face stiff 
competition from Dina McKee, 
whose performance In the BBC's 
acclaimed Our Friends in the North 
was among seven nominations for 
the £3.5m series. 

Indeed, the nine-part drama, 
which charts the troubled lives and 
loves of four Geordie friends from 
1964 to 1995, was shortlisted for 
awards including best actors 
(Chris Eccleston and Peter Vaugh- 
an), and top drama. 

Ruby Wax Meets, in which Wax 
Interviewed Sarah, the Duchess of 
York, donned a false beard with 
Sharon Stone and discussed 
Pamela Anderson's favourite sex 
positions, is in contention for the 
light entertainment trophy. 

And BBC2's adaptation of lain 
Banks’s novel, The Crow Road, 
has four Bafta nominations, includ- 
ing best drama serial. 

Men Behaving Badly star Martin 


UfarrtZ 
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Kevin Duggan, who works aa a "hcM^otrfrWbutt-; 
getbackpackErbositiing houses Intite Ewstfing Saris 
Courtatea, stepped in when Dianabecameunhapf 
the photographer after hesnapped her outiderihe 
ctoh. ■-**' 

Accordtogtoye^erti^Surt,tbe 
gan to “getthefibn". The newspaper printed 
the prinpes k asking Mr Duggan for help sBOd^eB^f 
byasthebarVZ&yesr^iWpfonedthephoto^^Jtiorto 
avratiandtookhisfitrn. 4 - t -v^ V y\ 

ScotiahdTSwd confirmed foe confrorriatiori took pfaea 
A spokeswoman sod:. "PoBce are aware of a nwqr 
incident to the Earfls Court Roafratea Involving a men^ 
ber of the Royal Family. This rnmtorJhas not been fpF-\ 
maSy reported arid no formal rampfadii (foe been 1 
received. • ‘ - ' ‘ ' 



dunes is nominated for best com- 
edy performance, alongside David 
Jason and Nicholas Lyndhurst for 
the Only Fools and Horses . 

rTVs controversial documentary 
drama Hillsborough ts nominated 
alongside Crossing The Floor, The 
Precious Blood and Some Kind of 
Life in the single drama category. 

David Finnish's warts-and-aD 
study of Elton John, Tantrums and 
Tiaras, is a strong contender in the 
documentaries, against Remember 
Aberfan, Cutting Edge’s The Home 
and Horizon's Fermat's Last Theo- 
rem. 

The awards are presented on 29 
April. 


Afc uraiy friend hear 1 
CofetE# 

man whowbuM help outa woman In cBstfess. He’s been 
very weSbroug^top and Isa fov^y lad.'" ^ ; 
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Blind man gives 
his eye teeth to 
see again 

A blind grandfather from north 
London has had his sight restored 
by a pioneering operation In which 
one of his teeth was used to make 
him a new eye. 

Bhimjl Varsant, aged 62. from 
north Rnchley, lost the sight in his 
right eye through an attack of 
smallpox as a child, and gradually 
lost the sight m his left eye, 
through trachoma, a chronic conta- 
gious eye disease. 

Surgeons at the Sussex Eye 
Hospital have now restored the 
sight in one eye, by making a 
miniature magnifying glass from 
one of Mr Varsanrs eye teeth and a 
piece of jaw bone, which was then 
inserted into his eyeball in a deli- 
cate seven-hour operation to re- 
place his damaged cornea. 

The two-stage procedure is 
known as osteo-odontal kerato- 
prosthesis and costs about £7,000 
to perform. 

Mr Varsani said: "I can’t believe 
ft. It is magic. I haven't seen any- 
thing for nearly two years - my 
grandchildren look so much bigger 
now." Annabel Ferrfman 



SOCIETY 

Marriage breakdown hits 
women harder than men 

Breakdowns in marriage can lead to depression in women, but not 
in men, according to new research. But when men gel depressed 
they see their relationship as deteriorating, whereas the same is not 

true for women. • r ' ' . . . . 

Psychologists at Cardiff University and American umvennhp. 
.interviewed 150 newly-weds and returned to them 18 months later. 
The foil results are due to be published In the journal Psychological 
Science later this summer. 

Professor Frank Fmchana, who carried out the research amongst 
Ameri can couples, said: "Depression in a man is noi likely to-be a 
symptom of marital stress but It may lead to marital problems. 
Mantel problems are likely to cause depression in women." 

“The sample finding was veiy clew 1 cut.” he added. "From bur 
research it seems women value relationships more than men do 
and that means that if something important to you is not working it 
can be pretty depressing. Men did not put the same degree of value 
on relationships." . _ Glenda Cooper 


MOTORING 

Road rage becoming comonplace 

Nearly half of motorists have beat victims of. or have witnessed, 
“road rage”, according to a new survey conducted by the Corn hill 
Insurance company. Of the more than 1,000 people surveyed, more 
rtifln one m three men and one in. four women said they had been 
victims of some act of aggression from a road nsec. 

The most common form of aggression shown was verbal abuse, 
followed by hand gestures and intimidatory driving. Thirteen 
people taKc - > part in the survey reported physical attacks and 24 
said their vehicles had been attacked. 

"This type of bdzariour can cause accidents which need never 
have taken (dace, and inevitably leads to higher insurance costs,” 
said fjinJiin general manager; Denis Loretta. “Everyone using the 
public highway should be concerned at the scale and frequency of 
aggressive behaviour on our roads.” 



SHOPPING 

Supermarkets score a hit with CDs 

Laadiog supermarkets have cornered an estimated 15 per cent of 
the video, compact disc and cassette market, a report claimed 
yesterday. And it forecast a share of 20 per cent by 2000 - although 
25 per cent is not inconceivable. 

Sale? of videos. CDs and cassettes now exceed £4QDm in 
supermarkets, wijLb ihe products stocked in a total of more than 
1,100 stores across the country.. a 
Corporate In^Jlig^pepn RebuJiJ?& L which supplies information 
and analysis on the retail industry, pointed out that the major 
supermarkets, led by Tesco and Safeway, were aggressively cutting 
prices of music products. Retailers likely to be most hurl by the 
supermarkets are W H Smith and Boots, it added 
CIR believes specialists such as Our Price, which still operates 
from relatively small stores, could also suffer. But HMV, virgin 
and Ibwer and independent retailers are catering for different 
customers and will be less affected if they can avoid being drawn 
into a farce war, the report adds. 


MEDICINE 

New treatment could save 1,000 

A new method of delivering anti-cancer drags to patients after 
bawd cancer surgery might prevent about 1,000 deaths a year in 
the UK, the Imperial Cancer Research Fund says today. 

The new approach, of feeding drugs directly into the liver, 
through a tube inserted daring surgery (portal vein infusion), 
means that more of the drag reaches this gland than when dings 
are delivered in the normal way - by month or hyecting them into 
the bloodstream. Reading the liver is essential because it is the 
most common site for recurrence of bowel cancel; which kills 
18,000 people a year in the UK and is the second leading cause of 
cancer deaths. 

- R e s e a rc hers at' the charity’s Cancer Studies Unit in Oxford 
carried, out a review of data on 4,000 patients in 10 studies world- 
wide and found that portal vein infusion appeared to reduce 
deaths by 5 per cent Professor Richard Peto, the unit's head, said: 
“PVI is an unusually convenient cancer treatment IPs given for 
just one week after surgery and has few major side-effects." 

Portal Vein Chemotherapy far Colorectal Cancer, Journal of the 
National Cancer Institute, 2 April, 1997. Annabel Ferriman 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In the first half of 1996 
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news 


Formidable escape from a horse called Formidable 


the Grundys 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

When Today programme presenter 
^T a f f° rd d “ cribed SimonPem^ 
™ thless landowner in ifa e 
J ™ as rada ? soap, as a “shif’ on airyes- 
terday morning, there were at least lour 
mffljon listeners who must have agreed 
with her, even if her language came as 
something of a shock at 8.25 in the 
morning. 

Some listeners haw even crossed the 
boundary between fiction and reality 
and the BBC revealed yesterday that the 
fictitious Mr Pemberton had received 
20 pieces of hate mail, including a death 
threat at the BBC's Pebble M0I studios. 

Listeners will find out by the end of 
this week who wins the six-month long 
battle for Grange Farm after the soap's 
Agricultural Lands Tribunal met for the 
first time on air last night to consider 
the Grundys' case. Those knowledge- 
able in fanning law believe whether or 
not Mr Pemberton really is a shit could 
affect the outcome. 

Vanessa Whitburn, the programme's 
editor, is remaining Light-lipped about 
the outcome of Lhe case, but said yes- 
terday that her fictitious tribunal will 
give a decision quicker than the real 
thing: “It goes on for a few more days, 
but it comes to a conclusion rather 
quicker than in real life to give listen- 
ers a bit of a breather. After all this has 
been going on since October." 

Anna Ford denied yesterday that she 
was a big.4mfew fan and she apologised 
for her bad language. 

Yet the chaotic farming family has 
garnered support from agriculture min- 
ister Angela Browning and the Princess 
of Wales’ lawyer Anthony Julius, who 
offered free legal advice. 

Even the Labour Party, which prob- 
ably sees the Grundys as very old 
Labour, has come out against the 
thrusting Mr Pemberton. 

In real life the 40 per cent of farm- 
ers who are tenants are some of the few 
well-protected workers left in Britain: • 
The Agricultural Lands Tribunal was set 



up by an Act of Parliament in 1947 to 
give fanners a right of appeal a gafnq 
landlords. • 

It met only 56 times last year, and saw 
only three cases relating eviction. Un- 
fortunately for the Grundys, all three 
cases were won by the landlords. 

No one, it seems, wants to back Mr 
Pemberton. Even Oliver Harwood, 
spokesman for the County Landown- 
ers' Association, said yesterday that 


A racehorse, formidable Hama, bucks and crashes through the barrier into the spectators' enclosure 
at SouthweH Racecourse, Nottinghamshire, yesterday, after breaking free from its starting stall 


a shit in farming terms — Pemberton k 

following ClApnKyty titrningd?grwl 
** ' r,j: — ^“‘7 cre- 


ate rural jobs - the CLA isn’t best 
pleased to be associated with a 
landowner who slapped around bis ex- 
girffriend Shu la Archer last year. 

Mr Harwood believes the Grundys 
wQl keep their farm because there are 
two parts to the tribunal's deliberations: 
first Mr Pemberton has to prove the 
Grundys are inefficient fa rmers; how- 
ever the tribunal can still decide, in the 
words of the 1947 act "lb withhold the 
notice to quit if it seems to them that 
a fair and reasonable landlord would 
not insist on repossession." 

If even Today presenters and gov- 
ernment ministers are in agreement 
about Mr P&mbeiton, it would seem 
there is little chance of him being found 
“fair and reasonable." 

If it sounds like the Archers is start- 
ing to engage dangerously with the real 
world it would not be the first rime. 

Mkfcad Howard the Home Secretary 
was lobbied by Istmeis in 1993 when the 
character Susan Carter was jailed for six 
months for helping her brother while he 

was on the run from the Police. Hie most 

controversial plot twist was in 1955, 
when the soap's writers killed off its 
favourite matmuclLDoiris Archer on the 
night that ITV first launched 

\hnessaWtritfazm denied that the efi- 
max to the Grundy story was timed to 
compete with the launch of Channel 5. . 
" 'Tbe^'Haa the Spice Girls aqd got 2m 
viewers," she said. “Wfe havean,agri- 
l <^3^rai : tribuiial arfSP&et 4m listens!?;, 
which tells you something.” 



The horse crashes a pram containing a seven-week-old Lee MarshaK, being pushed by his parents 
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the horse continues its rampage through the enclosure until calmed by the outstretched arm of a racegoer 


The story so far 


The Archers, Brftain's iongesHunnlng 
soap, started in 1951 as part of a pro- 
paganda effort to get farmers to grow., 
more food. In recent years lhe edi-. 
tor, Vanessa Whitburn, has spteedup . 
lire traditionally staid storyfines about 
lambing to include sex, drugs and 
organic yoghurt 

. Ratings have increased by about 
500,000 to 4 million, making it R*. 
dto 4*s biggest programme alter the ; 
Today programme. 

Simon Pemberton, 37, is the man- 
ifestation of the new, racier Archers 
characters introduced by Ms Whit- 
burn, He is described as the nasti- 
est character to appear In the soap. 
He is son of the benign squire Guy 
Pemberton, who owned Am bridge s 
biggest estate. d „ ■ 

Simph- inherited the farm after 
pushing - his father to; a heart attack 
by coristanfly. argiilrig with him. 




The haliy survives unhurt and Is carried away by his relieved but shocked mother 



Story that 
went round 
world on a 
fool’s errand 


Cfare Gamer 


National media newsdesks 
spent the early hours of yes- 
terday fielding phone calls from 
those who had fallen hook, line 
and sinker for their customary 
April Fool’s Day stories. It was 
only later that they realised 
the joke was on them. 

Unsuspecting news agencies 
who enquired about The Inde- 
pendent's front-page exclusive - 
“Thatcher lined up to be Blair's 
ambassador in Washington" - 
were referred to the baroness 
herself. Unfortunately Associ- 
ated Press ( AP) did not make 
its own checks and disseminat- 
ed it as far afield as Australia. 

Australian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (ABC) picked up the 
AP report and put out a radio 
news bulletin. A warning from 
ABC's London correspondent 
came too lute. Mark Tumhane. 
no stranger to Fleet Street 
spoofs, immediately warned his 
colleagues: “The British pa- 
pers are renowned for pullmg 
their readers legs on April 
Fool’s Day.” 

And so they did. Pets take 


BC-BriUdn-US-Thalcher 
Report: Thatcher to be 
ambassador to US If Labor 
wins election 

LONDON' i API - Labor Pbrly 
leader Tbay Blair will appoint 
former prime minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher as British Am- 
bassadur In Washington if 
Labor wins the May 1 election, 
according to a news report 
Tuesday 

The London newspaper The 
Independent said that what il 
called fbe understanding had 
been brokered by Jonathan 
Powdl. wbo forts triywnriitd at 


Fooled: How the AP news 
agency reported the story 


pictures which win prizes, if you 
believe e\cty thing you read in 

yesterday's body Mail. The pa- 
per printed an award-winning 
photograph of a gaping lion’s 
jaw - "The mast amazing pic- 
ture you will ever see” - ap- 
parently taken by a chimpanzee, 
moments before death. 

A do-it-yourself guide on 
teaching pets to use cameras 
and an invitation to send in suc- 
cessful snaps followed. A 
spokeswoman far the picture 
desk said last night that en- 
quiries had been “coming in 
from all directions". 

The BBC Radio 4's Today 
programme ran two spoofs: an 
animal psychologist's ability to 
interpret 3U0 canine words ;md 
a story uhoul the "substantial- 
ly reduced" jumps on the Grand 
National course. This year, in an 
effort to avoid accidents. Bcch- 
cr's Brook would be just under 
4ft tall "which will enable most 
horses to clear it easily". The in- 
famous Chair jump at Aintree 
had been redesigned with a 
see-through screen to give it a 
“modem feel”. 

77m Guardian began a series 
on constituencies with a look at 
one of Scotland's “least-known 
and least-predictable scats". 
Glcndyde North’s Labour man, 
Hamisti McHenry, woos voters 
with his guitar in "a style known 
as Highland Blucgjass. The 
lyrics gave the game away: 
“We’ll kill the bosses with our 
troops. If that goes down well 
with the focus groups." 

The Doth Tekffuph had a rur- 
al nugget on fruit pickers in Lit- 
tle Pending, in Suffolk, who 
were furious about a farmer’s in- 
sistence that they strip off and 
be weighed before and aftervis- 
iting his “pick your own" farm. 


Channel 5 viewers 
slump by a half 


Channel 5's viewing figures for 
its second night of broadcasting 
fell by over half compared with 
its launch right as viewers turned 
to BBCl’s traditional Easter 
fare of soaps and special shows. 

Just 300,000 tuned in to the 
new channel's soap Family Af- 
fairs at 630pm and the fust 
broadcast of its nightly enter- 
tainment gossip show Exchishv! 
at 7pm. The same number 
watched its wildlife programme 
Wildlife SOS, according to un- 
official figures. 

Its first nine o'clock film - on 
which so much of the channel's 
audience strategy is based - was 
Losing Chase with Helen Mir- 
ren, and was watched by 
900,000 viewers. 

The channel’s Easter Mon- 
day night viewing share was just 
2.7 per cent, compared with 5.8 
per cent on its launch night on 
Sunday. 


A Channel 5 spokeswoman 
said: “These are in line with our 
expectations. From our point of 
view the ratings are unrealistic 
because many people are stDl 
tuning in and the other channels 
are using their big programmes 
against us. 

"We want to wait for another 
two weeks for a more accurate 
picture to emerge." 

BBC1 won the Easter ratings 
battle, taking a 453 per cent 
share on Monday night com- 
pared with I TV’s 32.7 per cent. 
The top rating programme was 
the second of two EastEndas 
episodes, which was seen by 153 
million viewers. 

It was followed by the one- 
off special. Before They Hm* Fa- 
mous, hosted by Angus 
Deaytoo, which picked up 14.2 
million viewers at 9pm. ITV’ s 
Coronation Street came in third 
with 117 million viewers. 
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Teaching unions in conference: NASUWT delegates urged to listen to words of chief inspector, while NUT wants him sacked 

De Gruchy 


speaks in 
favour of 
Woodhead 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Chris Woodhead, Chief In- 
spector of Schools and a hate fig- 
ure for teachers across the land, 
is not so bad after all, a teach- 
ers' union leader said yesterday. 

In a statement which flies in 
[he face of opinions held by 
many members of his own 
union and others, Nigel de 
Gruchy. general secretary of the 
National Association ofSchool- 
m asters/Union of Women 
Teachers, urged teachers to re- 
lax and listen to some of what 
their here noire had to say. 

The chief inspector, head of 
the schools watchdog Ofsted, is 
widely seen as a bogeyman by 
members of the profession, 
who reject his public criticisms 
of teaching and standards. 
Their resentment peaked when 
he said last year that there 
were 15.000 incompetent teach- 
ers in English schools. 

However, Mr De Gruchy, 
who claims never to have lost 
faith in the traditional teaching 
methods favoured by Mr Wood- 
head, insists that it" is the chief 
inspector win has shifted his ap- 
proach to one more in line with 
teachers' reasonable concerns. 

The same argument was used 
by Labour when Tony Blair, the 
party's leader, confirmed earli- 
er this year that Mr WxrdheacTs 
job would be safe under a 
Labour government. 

Mr De Gnich/s unexpected 
re-evaluation came just as del- 
egates at the NASUWTs con- 
ference in Bournemouth, 
Dorset overwhelmingly agreed 
a motion condemning the “ex- 
pensive, bureaucratic and neg- 
ative" aspects of Ofsted. Among 
a series of changes, they called 
for inspections to be carried out 
by "a truly independent body 


which is not influenced by gov- 
ernment philosophy". 

Speaking after the debate, Mr 
De Gruchy said teachers should 
listen to Mr Woodhead. even 
though he had “poisoned the at- 
mosphere of education debate 
with some of his comments". 

Tire chief inspector's call for 
a return to the traditional whole- 
class method in place of “trendy" 
child-centred ideas would mean 
less work for teachers, he said. 
It would also help them argue for 
extra resources, since with so 
many recent government re- 
forms requiring schools to meet 
pupils* special educational 
needs, whole-class teaching was 
now almost impossible. 

One Essex school, Mr De 
Gruchy said, had a class in 
which 16 out of 36 youngsters 
had special needs, and each bad 
to have a personal plan. “How 
on earth can you have 16 indi- 
vidual education plans and then 
teach by the whole-class 
method? It just doesn't work." 

The chief inspector’s annual 
report, published last January, 
had contained 95 per cent pos- 
itive statements on how schools 
were doing, the union leader 
said He bad produced a poster 
pulling out 20 upbeat quotes 
from the report to distribute 
among members. 

Mr De Gruchy s remarks 
place yet more distance be- 
tween his association and the 
National Union of Teachers. At 
its conference in Harrogate. 
North Yorkshire, which ended 
yesterday, the NUT voted for 
Mr Woodhead* s sacking and the 
abolition of Ofsted 

NASUWT members may 
have fundamental reservations 
over the workload implications 
and negative tone of Ofsted in- 
spections, but they want the 
agency reformed not scrapped 



Frustrated: Paul McMillan, who is locked in a battle with his head teacher over a disruptive pupil, at the NASUWT conference in Bournemouth yesterday Photograph: Edward Sykes 

When unruly pupils cross boundaries 


Lucy Ward and 
Judith Judd 


Paul McMillan is, by his own ad- 
mission, a tough cookie. Now a 
bead ofyear at Bullish School in 
Merton, south London, the 41- 
year-old information technology 
teacher has 15 years’ dassroom 
experience behind him. 

Yet even this no-nonsense 
Newcastle United supporter, 
who once helped to run Rut- 
lish's combined cadet force, in- 


sists that there are some pupils 
who prove impossible to teach. 

He is locked in a dispate with 
his head teacher over a 12-year- 
old boy whose history of diffi- 
cult and disruptive behaviour 
culminated two weeks ago in a 
public threat - made in front of 
a teacher - to stab another pupil 
following a playground fight. 
The head maintains that Lee 
(not his real name) can stay, 
with extra dassroom support, 
while the year head claims 



Ouch! 


You’ve just discovered your health insurance 
won’t pay to have it treated. 





enough is enough- “The boy is 
a full-time professional dis- 
rupter," Mr McMillan said. - 

“He cannot sit still. Immedi- 
ately my back is turned he is out 
of his seat and disturbing oth- 
er children, distracting them 
from their work. He will make 
personal comments about their 
families ... He will accuse them 
of being gay, and the next thing 
you know a fight has started.” 

Mr McMillan’s frustration 
was echoed by delegates to the 
National Union ofleachers’ an- 
nual conference which voted 
yesterday to back ballots for 
strikes over unruly pupils. 

In the Rutlish case, the 
school brought in outride coun- 
sellors to help Lee, who was 
transferred from another 
school, which could no longer 
cope with his behaviour, just 
over a year ago. It transpired 
that the boy and others drawn 
into his circle had admitted to 
committing crimes outside 
school and more advisers were 
invited to help deal with that 

But, for Mr McMillan, the af- 
termath of the playground fight 
over a tennis ball was the last 
straw. “Lee just walked up to the 
tittle lad who had been at- 


tacked, who was ritting m a dass- 
room. and said ‘if you grass on 
me Tm going to break your nose 
and stab you*. This single pupil 
is causing havoc for the others 
and terrible frustration for the 
teachers. It is outrageous." 

The head believes that an ex- 
porter Lee, which has teen 
offered by the local authority, 
should turn round his behav- 
iour. Mr McMillan disagrees. 

“Most of my ltids know 
where the boundaries are. but 
for Lee the boundaries don’t ex- 
ist I can just about cope, but 
there will be others who are 
maybe not as gruff or have less 
experience who simply can’t 
handle it," he said. 

“Ylfe are betraying all Ihe kids, 
not least Lee himself, tf he is not 
moved to a special school or 
pupO referral unit where he can 
get the attention he needs." 

Yesterdays NUT vote was 
the first time that the conference 
of Britain's biggest teaching 
union had voted to uphold 
teachers’ right to refuse to 
teach disruptive children. 

By contrast, its main rival, the 
National Association of School- 
masters Union of Women 


Teachers - Mr McMillan’s 
union - has organised, or 
threatened, a series of strikes 
over disruptive children. 

Delegates at the NUT con- 
ference in Harrogate were split 
over the decision and made it 
dear that strike action should 
be used only as a last resort. 
Speakers warned! bat children 
should not be demonised and 
pointed out the need for more 
resources and better teacher 
training on howto deal with dif- 
ficult pupils. Traditionally, the 
union, unlike the NASUWT has 
said that such pupils should be 
taught in mainstream classes. 

John Witters, from Man- 
chester, said the number of vi- 
olent incidents in schools was 
Anna Rees, from 
itry. said that pupils bad 
a right to be taught in a safe, 
calm environment free from 
verbal mid physical abuse. 

Tbe number of exclusions has 
risen from 3,000 to 13,000 since 
1990. But John Lockwood from 
mid-Wirwickshire argued 
against strike action. “These 
children are the most difficult 
and seemingly intractable in the 
system. They are the most bru- 
talised and damaged children 


that you could hope to see. Yes, 
they do bad things -sometimes 
very bad things - but they are 
not bad things themselves.” 

Paul Vernell, from south 
Gloucesteishire, said the blame 
rested with the Tory government 
and urged delegates: “Strike 
against the cuts, but not against 
the kids." 

Meanwhile in Bournemouth, 
delegates at the National 
Association of School Masters 
Union of Women Teachers' 
conference voted overwhelm- 
ingly to reject the principle of ed- 
ucating as many children as 
possible in mainstream schools, 
regardless of difficult or dis- 
ruptive behaviour. 

Chris Keates, a member of 
the NASUWT national execu- 
tive, denied the union was be- 
ing negative and acknowledged 
help should be given to address 
the problems contributing to 
bad behaviour. But she added: 
“Problems may explain unac- 
ceptable behaviour, but they do 
not excuse it It must not be for- 
gotten that many children from 
appalling social circumstances 
and with difficult home back- 
grounds behave appropriately 
and well in school." 
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Imagine not being able to 
afford treatment because 
your health insurance doesn’t 
adequately cover you. 

It happens, because many 
policies have gaps in the 
cover they offer. Unlike some 
others, Primecare from Prime 
Health provides cover far 
treatments like out-patient 
physiotherapy and osteopathy. 
It also gives you lull cover 
for surgeons’, anaesthetists’ 
and physicians’ fees. 

All this conies at an 
equivalent price to some 
companies’ budget schemes - 
and we're one of the few to 
offer a no-claims discount of 
up to 50%. 

Call us now to see haw your 
policy compares to Primecare. 

Prime Health 

A member of the Standard Life Croup 


Black policeman was passed 
over 



A black policeman waiting for 
promotion was passed over 56 
times, a tribunal was told yes- 
terday. Chief Inspector Martin 
Harding, now Greater Man- 
chester Police’s highest-ranking 
black officer, believed he was 
unfairly held back while white 
and female colleagues jumped 
the queue. The 39-year-old, 
who joined the force as a cadet 
in 1974, accused Greater Man- 
chester Police of racial and 
sexual discrimination. 

The tribunal in Manchester 
heard how, after five years as an 
inspector, he was found suitable 
for promotion by a board in 
1992. But he was not appoint- 
ed as chief inspector at 
Longsight Police Station until 
last February - when he had 



Ch Insp Harding: Held back 


already filed a discrimination 
complaint 

During his three years and 
eight months waiting in the 
wings, 56 chief mspectors’ posts 


came up in the force ail of 
which. Greater Manchester 
Police told the bearing, he was 
considered for. 

According to the evjdenceof 
Assistant Chief Constable' 
David McCrone, read at the 
hearing by Ch Insp Harding's 
representative. Paul Gilroy, 
only 12 of the successful appli- 
cants for the post had passed 
their promotion boards before 
him. Of four other officers, all 
-white and one female, who 
passed their board on ihe same 
day as Ch Insp Hardin& three 
had been promoted within six 
months and afl within a year, the 
tribunal was told. “I accept 
that the force can only promote 
when there’s a vacancy, but I 
m ain t ain I was denied promo- 


tion on several occasions be- 
cause of my race and because . 
of my sex," the inspectorstud- 
He outlined his 23-year car 
reer, which included a period as 
a trainee detective after which, 
be said, he was promised the 
next CID vacancy. “Bat that 

never happened.”" ' 

The tribunal heard .that he 
was turned down from a cata- 
logue of chief inspector posi- 
tions, all for various reasons. 

He. accused Greater Man- 
chester Police of “changing the 
goalposts" to keep him ont- Ch 
Insp Harding who claims com- 
pensation for discrimination, 
said: "Had I been a woman or 
a white officer, I would hare 
been promoted more quickly." 
The hearing continues today. 


CPS studying Hillsborough tapes 





KT, (61 2182) 
M044411NG 


Mark Rowe 

and Sonon Reeve . 

,Tbe Crown Prosecution Service 
yesterday confirmed it was 
studying video footage of the 
Hillsborough tragedy which 
shows the disaster unfolding on 
surveillance cameras. 

South Yorkshire Police has 
previously said that film of the 
1989 accident, in which 96 fens 
on the Leppings Lane terraces 
died, was of too poor quality to 
be made available to the Ihylor 
inquiry into the disaster andto 
the inquest into the deaths. 

The CPS said it was paying 


urgent att entio n to the tape, 
sent by the Hillsborough Fam- 
ily Support Group, saymg that 
“the nature and volume of the 
material has generated further 
consideration." It has promised 
the families a swift response to 
their calls for the case to be 


lip ' . , Hammond, 
spokesman : for the families, 
-said the support group wfll 
launch a private prosecution 
ioiice< 


i officers involved 
xfiheCPS does not take action. 
' j Mr Hammond; whose son, 
Philip, died at Hillsborough, 
claims the police have covered 


. up the existence of the video. It 
was recently discovered in the 
archives of Yoxkriiire Television. 

South 'Vforfcshire PoliceTold 
both the Tayloi inquiry and the 
1991 inquest into thedeaths that 
the video camera, which shot the 
footage was faulty and tile pic- 
tures were, of “very poor qual- 
ity". But Mr Hammond said 
yesterday: “Tfou cansee the imr 
ages, and they are very good.” 

South Yorkshire Police has al- 
ways said the pictures were of 
such poor quality that its officers 
were fenced to rely on the fr view 
from the police control room 
and from officers near the- ter- 


race for crowd control. Mr 
Hammond said: “What Lhc po- 
iice have done is unbelievable. 
It is just one big cover-up. Wc 
want to see them prosecuted. " 

None of the officers present 
at the match was available for 
comment yesterday. However 
South Yorkshire police insisted 
that the rape included “no new 
evidence", and a spokeswoman 
said they did not dispute the ex- 
istence of rood-q uali ty footage 
o[ the disaster. She said live tele- 
vision coverage turned the 
video recordings into poor im- 
ages on the monitors in the po- 
lice control room. 
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The train that passed in the night 


* 



Michael Williams rode the 
very last British Rail service, 
ending the nationalised era 


Somewhere in the Lanarkshire 
countryside in the small hours 
of yesterday morning, one of 
Britain s great post-war insti- 
tutions passed away. It was 49 
and a half. There were few 
mourners. 

The last riles had been ad- 
ministered just before midnight 
on the concourse of Edinburgh 
Waverley station, when the 
British Rail chairman, John 
Welsby, signed papers handing 
over Scotrail to National Ex- 
press. formally completing the 
process of rail privatisation be- 
gun so acrimoniouslv in 1992. 
and squeaked in, as John Ma- 
jor had prayed for, in time for 
the election. 

As a lone piper played “Scot- 
land the Brave” and the 
1 130pm local train made the fi- 
nal departure for Glasgow, 
British Railways prepared to 
join British Coal, British Steel. 
British Shipbuilders and British 
Gas in the Valhalla of unwant- 
ed state industries. It can be cer- 
tain its remains will lie 
undisturbed. 

As midnight passed, the 
only trains running were a 
handful of sleeper trains, in- 
cluding the very last to depart 
- the 23.55 Caledonian Sleep- 
ers Edinburgh to Euston. BR 
staff were not quite agreed on 
when it would change its iden- 
tity from publicly to privately- 
owned - whether on the stroke 
of midnight or on arrival in Eu- 
ston. “Just call ittbe Cinderel- 
la train," said the station 


supervisor. It was certain, how- 
ever, as Gass 87 locomotive 
Robert the Bruce and its eight 
coaches clattered throu gh the 
night, that an era had ended. 
All those icons of modern trav- 
el that bad become indelibly as- 
sociated with BR and a million 
jokes were borne away for good. 
The wrong kind of snow; leaves 
on the line; the curling sand- 
wich; the Beeching axe; the 
stale pork pie and the MaxPax 
coffee had all reached the end 
of the line. 

But there was little noaalgia 
among the 60 standard and 35 
first-class passengers aboard 
the 2335, among whom there 
was not an anorak, flask or Ian 
Allan trainsporter's book to be 
seen. 

Most were Edinburgh busi- 
ness people heading for work in 
London or tourists returning 
from the Easter weekend, and 
few had any Idea this was the 
last train until they saw a slight- 
ly flustered grey-suited figure in 
the form of the BR chairman 
giving it the green flag for de- 
parture. - 

The idea of privatisation did 
not seem a bother for most. Pa- 
tricia Jordan, travelling back to 
Florida with her son and daugh- 
ter-in- law after a family wed- 
ding, said: **Wb Hkeit that way. 
Privatise anything in America 
and it becomes more efficient, 
so that must be- good news for ‘ 
you.” Soldiers Robert Cowan of 
the Black TOucb and David 
Clark of the Royal Artillery 


Moby’s skeleton 
may be preserved 


The story of Moby, the 40ft 
sperm whale who captured the 
hearts of the nation, finally 
comes to an end today when he 
will be hauled off mud flats by 
the Coastguard. 

Falkirk council officials said 
that the whale will be moved in 
a joint effort by the Coast- 
guard's Receiver of Wrecks and 
The council. 

Moby died on mud flats at 
Airth in the Firth of Forth on 
Easier Monday after becoming 
disorientated and beaching 
himself while nying to swim 
inland. 

His remains will be towed to 
a slipway at South Alloa before 
being taken to a council land- 
fill site at Kinneil where an au- 
topsy will be performed. 


Andrew Krtcheuer^cuzator of 
mammals and birds for the Na- 
tional Museums of Scotland 
said yesterday the museums 
were interested- in preserving 
Moby's skeleton bat it depends 
on financial support The cost of 
;the skele- 


ton before it could be studied 
and displayed was about £5,000. 

Alex Kflgour, spokesman for 
Deep Sea Work! aquarium in 
Fife which co-ordinated rescue 
attempts to save Moby said: 
“We want to see that Moby is 
taken away and an autopsy car- 
ried out away from the public 
eye in a dignified manner.” 

A Moby memorial fund has 
been set up at Deep Sea ‘World 
to fund research into why 
whales become disorientated. 



When your car lets you down 

Green Flag wont. On average, we rescue 
our members in just 35 minutes. 
And if we're not with you in less than 
one hour, you can claim £10 back. 



Green Flag 


Motoring Assistance ^ 


platform no t i 


2 3:55 



Take the last train: Michael Williams (left) heads for Euston aboard the 23.55 sleeper, while a piper plays out the 23.30 Edinburgh to Glasgow 


were On their way to a tour of 
duty with the peace-keeping 
force in Sarajevo. M I came up 
from Colchester Barracks on 
the GNER and the train was 15 
minutes early, so it can't be 
bad,” said Clark. 

Even Francesca Leavey and 


her friend IsabeUc Ascnrio, 
who work for French Railways 
reservations at Waterloo and 
had first-hand experience of 
South West Trains, were not in 
a mood lo criticise. “Sure, there 
are problems, but we've just had 
four days travelling round Scot- 


land by tram and it was ab- 
solutely wonderful." The one 
note of regret came from Peter 
Simpson, the duty manager at 
Waverley and 16 years with the 
railway, who said he would 
miss the sense of community. 
“Wherever you went up and 


down the country, you were part 
of the railway family; now with 
privatisation all that is gone.” 

True to another great BR tra- 
dition, though, the sleeper was 
22 minutes late arriving at Eu- 
ston. 1 l was because of a diver- 
sion through Birmingham, said 


the driver, Russell Abram, who 
wasn't aware it was the final 
train when he took it over at 
Preston. “When I booked on. it 
was just another job.” 

But there was a greater ig- 
nominy still. National Express, 
with five of the 25 franchises, cx- 


Pb olograph: Drew Farrell 


tending from London in the 
Highlands, from Woolwich lo 
Wick, had become the biggest 
single buyer of BR. 

What was once the greatest 
railway system in the world 
hud woken up to become an ad- 
junct to a bus company. 









"Whatever happens to interest rates after May 1st, there’s one thing 
you can be sure of, a fixed rate mortgage from the Halifax. 

With a choice of fixed rates for 2, 3 or 5 years from as little as 
6.45% 6.8% APR, you’ll know exactly where you are with your 
mortgage payments. 

What’s more we promise there are no repayment fees once the 
.fixed rate period finishes. Whichever deal you choose, we’ll contribute 


up to £500* to your legal fees and even proride a free valuation worth 
a maximum of £405.* 

And for first time buyers there are special rates from as low as 
5.49% 5.8% APR 

For more information on a mortgage that’s a dead cert, call into 
your local Halifax and make an appointment with a Halifax Home 
Arranger or phone us free on 0800 10 11 10 for an information pack. 


HALIFAX- 


I 



Get a little extra help. 


VWJRTB^ffM^UD^ keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it. 

HALIFAX BUiLWNG SOCETYI REPREsSsONir THE HAUFM FINANCIAL SERVICES MARKETING GROUP {WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY) FOR LIFE ASSURANCE, PENSIONS AND UNIT TRUSTS. 
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What day was that then? 

-i R ° VerS haVe alW / yS COSt ‘ eSS than m , OSt P e °P le think Take the Rowr 214 shown here A sure footed 
agile, elegant Rover for just £,9,995* on the road. uic xootea. 

Call 0345 186 186 for details, or visit your local Rover dealer. 









ufacturers- recommended retail price, model shown 


ROVER 214 £9.995. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. INCLUDES 12 


MONTHS ROAD tax: delivery to DEADER PREMISES 


rover 



relax. 


AND NUMBER PLATES. SUBJECT TO 


VEHICLE AVAILABILITY. 
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Ambulance 
service to 
put serious 
cases first 
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Annabel Ferriman 

Anew ambulance priority re- 
^onse system, designed to'save 
more than 33X) lives a year, was 
introduced on a pilot basis by 
four^ambulance services yes- 

Instead of sending out am- 
bulances on a “first come, first 
served basis - the usual prac- 
tKe J? r “"c ^3° 20 years - 
ambulance control centres in 
these areas have started pri- 
oritising calls. The aim is to re- 
duce the response time for 
urgent calls to eight minutes. 

Trained operators ask callers 
structured questions to identi- 
fy the most serious cases. Pa- 
tients suffering from heart 
attacks, severe breathing diffi- 
culties. uncontrollable bleeding 
and other life-threatening con- 
ditions, will get immediate at- 
tention. 

Four ambulance services — 
from Berkshire, Derbyshire, 
Essex and West Midlands - 
are pioneering the new method 
and all other services are ex- 
pected to introduce the new sys- 
tem by October. 

Gron Roberts, Chief Execu- 
tive of the Essex Ambulance 
Service NHS Trust, said: ‘Sav- 
ing time at the right time will 
save more lives. Saving vital 
minutes by attending life-threat- 
ening emergencies immediate- 
ly, could save around 100 lives 
each year in Essex for cardiac 
arrests alone.” 

The new system is being in- 
troduced following a number of 
well-publicised cases in the 
mid-1990s, in which ambulances 
failed to appear quickly enough 
to prevent the patient dying. 

Under the Patient’s Charter 
standards in operation then, 95 
per cent of calls were meant to 
be answered within 14 minutes 
in urban areas and 19 minutes 
in rural areas. 

In one case which hit the 
headlines, a member of the 
public who phoned for an am- 
bulance because his father was 
suffering a cardiac arrest, found 
himself talking to an answering 
machine. 

The Department of Health 
set up an advisory committee 


under senior civfl servant Robin 
Chapman to devise a new sys- 
tem. Other experts included 
Dr Douglas Chamberlain, con- 
sultant cardiologist from 
Brighton and Dr Tom Clarke, 
consultant anaesthetist from 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

The committee reported two 
years ago, in 1995, saying that 
more clinically relevant stan- 
dards were necessary and rec- 
ommending the changes now. 
being implemented. 

The new system, known as 
Criteria Based Dispatch, alw 
enables the control assistants 
give pre-arrival medical advice 
over the phone before the am- 
bulance arrives. 

This factor alone has already 
saved lives in Essex, where it has 
been piloted for the last three 
years. 

Medical experts felt that a 
new system was vital to tal»» ad- 
vantage of the advanced train- 
ing now undertaken by am- 
bulance crews and the elaborate 
equipment ambulances 
carry, which make a consider- 
able difference to the patient’s 
survival. 

Research shows that early 
treatment with a defibrillator - 
a device that delivers an elec- 
tric shock to heart attack pa- 
tients to restore tjie normal 
rhythm of the heart - is by far 
the most important factor in sur- 
vival rates. 

The new Patient’s Charter 
Standard promises that three 
out of four immediately life- 
threatening calls will have an 
ambulance response within 
eight minutes by the end of 
2.000. The ultimate aim is to 
achieve 90 per cent 

The Essex Ambulance Ser 
vice first introduced the crite- 
ria-based dispatch, system three 
years ago, after chief execu 

live, Gron.iEfe^^went ' 
a fact-finding' nnKjioc. 
US.HesaJ#Spra 
eration in the King Genuity 
Emergency Medical Services 
in Seattle; Wkshingjoit ' 

It has subsemteotlj 
assessed by Sheffield tSmveca- 
ty’s Medical Research Unit, 
which has found it to be^afe 
and reliable. ' ’ ; v "" 
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500 years on: A ropfica of the Mattihew at Weymouth before sailing to Bristol to re-enact John Cabot’s voyage to North America Photograph: Edward Sjkes 


news 

Caobot or 
Caboto? It’s 
all in the 
rigging 

dhristopher Bellamy 

John Cabot's sJrip, the 
Afattheiv. left Bristol on a 
voyage of discovery 500 years 
ago. Yesterday, a replica of 
the ship left Weymouth for 
Bristol before re-enacting the 
first recorded English, 
expedition to reach North 
America, in 1497, which 
formed the basis for the later 
British claim to Canada. 
Cabot, who commanded the 
ship and its lB-man crew with 
the authorisation of Henry 
VII, was an Italian from 
Genoa, Giovanni Caboto, 
horn in 1450. When he landed 
in' North America, he claimed 
it for the still precarious 
crown of England. There is 
some doubt whether he ever 
made it to Newfoundland. 
Cabot mounted a second 
expedition in 1498, but then: 
is evidence the expedition was 
lost at sen, and no more was 
heard of him. 
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DAILY POEM 


From ‘The Deserted Village’ 

By Oliver Goldsmith 

11 ! fares the land, to hastening ills a prey, • r - 

Where wealth accumulates, and men decay; 

Princes and lords may flourish, or may fade; ... 

A breath can make them, as a breath has made. 

But a bold peasantry, their country's pride. 

When once destroyed, can never be supplied. 

A lime there was, ere England’s griefs began, 

When every rood of ground maintained its man; :• 

For him light labour spread her wholesome store, - 

Just gave what life required, but gave no more. •' 

His best companions, innocence and health; . . _r 

And his best riches, ignorance of wealth. . 

Bui times are altered; trade’s unfeeling train 

Usurp the land and dispossess the swam; 

Alone the lawn, where scattered hamlets rose. 

Unwieldy wealth, and cumbrous pomp repose, 

And every want to opulence allied, 

And every pang that folly pays to pnde. 

These gentle hours that plenty bade to bloom. 

Those calm desires that asked but little rooim __ 

Those healthful sports that graced the peaceful scene, 
ISb wch lootand brightened all the green; 

These far departing seek a kinder shore. 

And rural mirth and manners are no more. 

n ... Deserted Village, which regrets “the depopulation of the 
77jt Utsenea s . j-crease of our luxunes , was pub- 

jStal? 1770? appears m Robert LMacFs 
Oliver for the Evnyman s 

poetry series QEveryman/JM PenL £2). ^ 


Battling for 
Cheaper 
Car . 

Insurance? ft . 

Call Harry at 
Hastings Direct FREE on 

0800 00 1066 

and quote reference 1N00I 
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DO YOU SEE 
THE TRILLION DOLLAR 

MARKET? 


How far-sighted are yon? Enough to see the 
year 2000? 

By that tune, people's desire to communicate 
with each other and do business electronically, will 
have created the predicted trillion dollar market 
People’s thirst for information, (for their 


businesses, for their children, for themselves), 
when they want it and how they want it, is a thirst 
that only a communications company with true 
global reach can satisfy. 

A company that is flexible, that understands 
and anticipates customer needs. 


A company that can customise the response 
to the problem. 

Hence the proposed merger of BT and MCI. 
Hence the creation of Concert pic. 

Hence a company which faces potential growth 
unlike anything we have ever seen. 


MCI 


BT?r 


CONGEST and tin 
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Tories put 

tax at top of 

manifesto 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The "boldest and most far reaching” Tory 
manifesto for two decades will today com- 
mit the Conservatives to a target standard 
rate of income tax of 20p in the pound, as 
part of a programme for increasing “per- 
mmiuI security" across Britain. 

Tor) strategists are hoping that their 
promise to continue with cuts in income 
tax while abolishing capital gains tax and 
inheritance tax will be seen as radical, and 
create "clear blue water” with Tony Blair's 
new Labour. 

But the public have grown wary of tax 
cutting promises, as those following Mr 
Major's tour to Croydon, Surrey yester- 
day discovered. Hiere is abundant evidence 
among voters that many feel they were 
cheated by the increase in VAT on fuel, 
and the Tories appear to recognise the 
problem by setting the cut in the base rate 
from 23p to 20p as a “target” rather than 
a firm pledge. 

The Tories arc expected to couple their 
tax promises with more measures on law 
and order, particularly aimed at cracking 
down on young offenders, and the revival 
of the measures to impose fixed sentences 
for repeat offenders. 

There will be a promise of a great ex- 
pansion in grant maintained schools, and 
more money will go direct to schools to 
stop education authorities withholding 
funds. 

Scrapping the 23p rate of income tax 
would cost about £4bn, and meet a pledge 
first given in the 1992 election manifesto. 
The Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, cut lp 
off the basic rate in the Budget last year, 
at a cost of£lJSbo. which took effect from 
1 April, 

The Government was committed to 
“moving towards" a 20p basic rale of in- 
come lax. and the manifesto to be unveiled 
by John Major is expected to reinforce the 
determination to achieve it. 

Labour is aiming to establish a lower 


rate of lOp in the pound, but a senior Tory 
source said: “Ours is achievable." 

Tory strategists hope the document will 
enable Mr Major to claim that he is car- 
rying the radical torch lit by Baroness 
Thatcher. It was described by Central Of- 
fice sources as “the boldest and most far 
reaching that any party has published for 
two decades". 

Mr Major wfll claim that Lady Thatch- 
er came to power in 1979 when the econ- 
omy was a “basket case". Eighteen years 
later, with the economy growing, he will 
offer “the next stage of Conserve tivism". 
The source said: “That is a Conservatism 
that will give everyone - no matter who 
they are - more choice and more control 
over their lives. There is going to be a very 
strong theme of personal security." 

That theme indicates the Tories are also 
seeking to counter insecurity in jobs and 
the welfare state, which Labour is ex- 
ploiting in its campaign. The measures to 
provide more security indude the plans set 
out by Stephen Dorreli, the Secretary of 
State for Health, for insurance schemes 
for those needing long term care when they 
are elderly, and the f&er Utley's “pension 
plus" scheme which the Tories claim will 
provide the equivalent of a state pension 
of £175 a week by the year 2060. 

Mr Major said the manifesto would keep 
public spending below 40 per cent of 
national income; keep on track to “virtu- 
ally eliminate" public borrowing by the year 
2000; ensure that Britain kept the lowest 
tax burden of any major European econ- 
omy: maintain an inflation target of 25 per 
cent or less throughout the next Parliament 
and retain the opt out from the social 
chapter. 

“Our policies will be dear cut, detailed 
and costed. Our opponents’ will be riddled 
with contradictions,” he said. The section 
on the European single currency will 
promise the referendum, if Britain decides 
to join, while repeating the compromise 
formula that Britain would not join if the 
convergence criteria were fudged. 



Action stations: Michael Forsyth, the Secretary of State for Scotland, at the first official press 
conference held by the Scottish Tories on the coming poll Photograph: Giulio Saggin 


Major strains 
to explain 
away ‘stains’ 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Neil Hamilton could not have 
remained as a minister in 1994, 
when he was first accused of ac- 
cepting cash for Commons 
questions, because of the 
“stain" it left on the Govern- 
ment, John Major said yester- 
day. 

Explaining the difference of 
treatment between Mr Hamil- 
ton as Minister for Corporate 
Affairs, and as a Conservative 
candidate in the election, the 
Prime Minister said that it had 
not been possible for him to re- 
main in post as a minister with 
such allegations hanging over 
him. 

But he drew a distinction be- 
tween that, untenable, posi- 
tion, and Mr Hamilton's 
position as a Conservative can- 
didate in Thtton for next 
month's election, saying that he 
was innocent until proved guilty 
by the new parliament. 

Mr Major said: “If he was a 
minister and If the accusations 
infringed on his capacity to do 
his job in any way, then dearly 
... no stain of that kind would 
possibly be something you 
could ignore, if someone was a 
minister." 

He said that Mr Hamilton's 
position was made particularly 
difficult tty the fact that he was 
Minister far Corporate Affairs. 

“If he'd had another job. I 
would have had to examine 
whether the charges that were 
being laid would have affected 
his responsibility as a minister. 

"The key point is whether un- 
substantiated charges ... and let 
us be dear that is what we are 
still talking about - whether un- 
substantiated charges affect the 
capacity of a minister to prop- 
erty carry out his job in gov- 
ernment. 

“If it does, then the wider 


public interest requires ihai 
the Minister - even though be 
may be shown subsequently to 
have behaved perfectly property 
- it may be appropriate for 
(hem to stand aside." 

That is why Mr Hamilton, 
who had been appointed a min- 
ister in April LW2, after the 
election, had been forced to re- 
sign in October 1994. 

The Prime Minister re- 
peatedly insisted that it would 
be unfair to demand - as 
Conservative MPs did on 
Sunday - that Mr Hamilton 
should now stand aside as a 
Conservative . candidate, 
pending an examination of his 
ease by Sir Gordon Downey, 
Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Standards, and the Stan- 
dards and Privileges Com- 
mittee that will be formed in 
the new parliament. 

But John Prescott, Labour’s 
deputy leader, pointed out that 
according to a transcript of al- 
leged evidence given to Sir 
Gordon by Mr Hamilton, the 
Tatton MP had among other 
things admitted that ho had Ik'd 
to Michael Hescltine, then 
President of the Board aTfiadc, 
about £ 11 X 000 received from lan 
Greer, a public-relations con- 
sultant. and that he hod lobbied 
ministers without dedaring his 
financial interests. 

Mr Prescott said yesterday: 
“Although Mr Hamilton has 
admitted wrongdoing, the 
Prime Minister has chosen to ig- 
nore his public admission of 
guilt. 

“On Sunday, senior Tories 
were officially fielded to tell NeO 
Hamilton to go. 

“Yesterday, John Major be- 
gan to back off. Today, he has 
given up completely and given 
Nefl Hamilton his support This 
tells us all we need to know 
about John Major's weak and 
feeble leadership." 
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significant shorts 


Dromey to join shortlist 
for safe Labour seat 

Jack Dromey, one of Tbny Blair's closest ally in the unions, 
is trying to win one of the safest parliamentary seats in the 
countiy. Mr Dromey, the husband of Harriet Harman, 
Labour’s social security spokeswoman, was defeated two 
years ago for the battle for the leadership of the Transport 
& General Workers' Union tty Bill Moms. 

Labour’s National Executive Committee is expected 
today to place Mr Dromey on a shortlist for the Castleford 
and Pontefract constituency and critics of Tony Blair will 
doubtless accuse the party of “parachuting himin": The 
seat - where Labour won a 23,000 majority in the last 
election, has become vacant with the retirement of Sir- 
Geoffrey Lofthouse, second deputy speaker in the House 
of Commons. Barrie Clement ' 

Britons have designs on euro 

Britons will be able to have a say in the design of the new • 
euro coins, due in circulation in 2002. A “representative 
cross-section” of citizens in-European Union member 
states wfll passjudgement on the shortlist of nine possible 
options before Europe's finance ministers make a final 
decision on the shape, size and colour of the coin. 

Behind the move is recognition of the fact that EU 
ministers cannot agree about life eight planned 
denominations of the new coins. 

Road cuts could cost seats 

A lack of spending cm Britain's roads could cost the main . 
two political parties precious votes in key mar ginal ; 
constituencies, according to a new stutfy produced 
yesterday. The RAC which represents 6 million drivers. - 
claimed “at least one-third of the key seats which both 
parties must win to form a government are forecast to have 
severe daily traffic delays". 

■_ The analysis uses the government's awn figures to 
pinpoint which roads suffer from heavy traffic and those on 
course for gridlock by 2005. The RAC points to ever- 
increasing congestion across the country over the next few 
years as. traffic continues to grow while road building is 
reined back. . Ramfeep ffamosh 

Party’s pledge to ethnic voters 

A new party joined the election race yesterday with a 
pledge to take the interests of the ethnic communities to 
the forefront of die political agenda- The Birmingham- 
based Fourth Party. -so named because it would be the 
fourth largest party if every eligible black and Asian for it, 
has pledged to bring ethnic issues to the fore. 


Tory MP may 
face deselection 
over payments 


Michael Streeter 

Michael Brown, the Tory MP, 
could face moves to deselect 
him as a candidate over his 
involvement in sleaze allega- 
tions, local Conservative Asso- 
ciation sources have told The 
Independent. 

Activists in Qeethorpes, un- 
happy after Mi Brown admitted 
not registering his payments as 
a lobbyist for a United States to- 
bacco firm for several years, are 
canvassing the electorate to see 
whether the party risks defeat if 
he stands as their candidate. 

One source said: “Over the 
weekend there were a number 
of telephone calls to see what 
our stand should be. We want 
to find out what the electorate 
thinks." 

If the association dissidents 
decide that the seat, where 
Labour need only a 6 per cent 
swing, is vulnerable if Mr Brown 
stands they will push for a new 
candidate at the formal adop- 
tion meeting on 11 April. 

It also emerged that Mr 
Brown, who has been keeping 
a low profile in the area over re- 
cent days, survived moves to 
make him face reselection at the 
association’s annual general 
meeting a year ago. 

Melanie Dickerson, a former . 
councillor who unsuccessfully 
tried to become association 
chairman at that meeting, said: 
“There were moves then that 
Michael Brown should go before 
a selection committee. At the 
end of the meeting there was a 
vote on a show of hands [when] 
people were asked if they were 
for Michael Brown - no one was 
asked if they were against 
“A number of people had al- 
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ready left in disgust. It was a 
messy vote." 

Ms Dickerson is the second 
senior association member to 
question publicly whether Mr 
Brown should stand at the elec- 
tion. Last week councillor Pe- 
ter Mills warned he would call 
on the MP to stand down un- 
less be could explain the alle- 
gations against him . 

Sir Gordon Downey has still 
to deliver his verdict on Mr 
Brown, who admitted last year 
to taking £6,000 for lobbying 
work for US Tobacco in the lata 
1980s but not registering the 
• payment for several years. Mr 
Brown said he had been, misled 
into thinking that disclosure 
was unnecessary. 

Describing herself as a “true 
blue" Tbry. Ms Dickerson said 
the MP’s presence threatened 
what should be a comfortable 
Conservative win. “With him as 
candidate I think we have lost 
iL Over the last two yeans he has 
got very arrogant. He feels he 
has got a safe scat and does not 
want to listen to ordinary mem- 
bers of the constituency any 
more." 

She said Cleethorpcs was a 
“sleepy hollow" where people 
did not readily understand why 
a well-paid MP should take 
money for lobbying - especial- 
ly from a tobacco company- 

However. many senior focal 
Tories insist Mr Brown is still 
their best hope of retaining 
the seat. 

Constituency association 
chairman Brian Knight has de- 
scribed Mr Brown as an excel- 
lent MP and said they had full 
confidence in him. “i fully ex- 
pect ham to be adopted as our 
. MP," he added. 

Meanwhile another Tory MP 
under pressure. Piers Merchant, 
looks certain to win formal 
adoption at a meeting of his par- 
*” ’“locintiou in " ' ' — 
tonight folic 


ty association in Beckenham, 
Kent, tonight following his well- 
pubbdsed relationship with a 
17-year-old Soho nightclub 
hostess. 

Mr Merchant was over- 
whelmingly backed tty an emer- 
gency meeting of the executive- 
committee of the association do' 
Saturday, after it had shown 
clear irritation at attempts by 
Central Office to force their 
hand over the MP*s future. 
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vernZ m a S d e^" »' «>n- 
e ?f ^ °^r panies. 
fir? La , bour leader said at his 

confer- 

iJr al the Conservatives 
hdd become ihe party of the 

tvnflh* 16 Labour ^ the par- 
ty of the many. 

wfSRrSSt 10 P*** 1 * 5 who *»d 

voitd Qinsexvadve, Liberal Na- 
tionalist or Green in the 199^ 
election to lake a look at new 
Labour. Mr Blair introduced 
AJm Haworth, the former Tfcry 

MP for Strarford- upon -Avon 
who is now Labour’s candidate 
NeW ^ r } Easl ' as the man 
who would lead a taskforce to 
nelp turn Tory waverers. 

He will be writing directly to 
these voters to explain the rase 
for new Labour.- Mr Blair said. 
His message will be simple- 
new Labour is real; it is a par- 
ty reborn; it represents the best 
hope for our country." 

Later, when pressed to ex- 
plam Labour's repudiation of 
traditional support for redis- 
tributive taxation. Mr Blair sug- 
gested that new Labour was 
aiming to be as radical as 
i Ai lice’s post-war 

Labour government. 

“The foots of new Labour.” 
he said, “is to leave whai the 
Eighties got right alone, but 
change what they got wrong - 
the education system, the wel- 
fare system - it is how we build 
those opportunities in a more 
divided and unequal society. 

“That is what new Labour is 
about and if we achieve those 
ends, we will have achieved 
every bit as much as any re- 
forming. radical Labour gov- 
ernment of the past.” 

Mr Blair said that Labour was 
the “One Nation" party, pick- 
ing up the traditions of the Tory 
left, “behind which people from 
all walks of life, all classes, all 


"I j ^ THE INDEPESDEM 

election ’97 


again 


QUOTES 
OF THE 













Team spirit: John Prescott, Labour’s deputy leader, pausing on his tour in Bedford yesterday to congratulate the winners of the roller hockey league Photograph: Brian Harris 


parts of Britain can unite in or- 
der to provide this country with 
a programme of sensible, mod- 
em change”. 

He said that local party mem- 
bers in Newport East, including 
formenniners ami steelworkers. 


had selected Mr Howarth as 
their prospective candidate in 
a one-member, one -vote ballot 
Mr Howarth told the press 
conference; “I left the Conser- 
vative Party because It has 
changed for.the worse and 1 


joined new Labour because it 
bad changed for the better. Of 
course, it wasn't an easy deci- 
sion. I had doubts. But since the 
day I made up my mind, I have 
not had a single second thought 
or regret. 


"Labour understands the 
role of (be market economy, but 
it also seeks to heal social divi- 
sion and to extend opportuni- 
ty to all regardless of then- 
background. It matches support 
for enterprise with support for 


the weakest in society. It stands 
for what is decent and right.” 

The taskforce Mr Howarth 
will lead comprises about 50 
high-profile defectors from oth- 
er parties who wfll be used to 
target wavering voters, partic- 


ularly in Labour's top 90 mar- 
ginal target seats. 

Mr Howarth has also made 
a recording for "the switch-on - 
to-Labour line” - 0171 277 
35(15 - for those thinking of 
changing their vote. 


Insults continue to fly over television debate 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Labour and the Conservatives 
continued to trade insults yes- 
terday over the collapse of ne- 
gotiations on a head-to-head 
television debate between the 
party leaders. 

Alter Labour’s announce-- 
raimt that the talksrwcre "dead 


in the water" and its claim that 
the Tories had scuppered the de- 
bate through unreasonable de- 
mands. die latter hit back. John 
Major used his morning press 
conference to issue a '‘chal- 
lenge" to Tony Blair .to meet him 
ina debate. “Tbrifceys maynpt 
vote for Qttistmas wdclHdaenfci 

apparently- ran *aWayrifi?qirfa 

broadcasts/’ be said. " 


Mimicking Labour's cam- 
paign slogan, be added: “My 
. message, if I can com a phrase, 
isthis country does deserve bet- 
ter. It . deserves a Labour Party 
that will discuss the issues and a 
leaderwbo has the courage to de- 
Jiaig-dgpiwafa Hy-iontel&agcgi.”„ 


and denied dahns,that they had 
tried to avoid haviqg a-studm au- 
dience. A statement from Gen- 
oa! Office added* that Labour 
appeared st£U to want to nego- 
tiate “a proposal for a sofa-ses- 
sion with David rtost- without 
^astudio audience”. 

MandplsQn, Labour's 
-cjHapafgii manager,.- said the 
two' webks - 


frustrating the talks about a de- 
bate. “They are more interest- 
ed in personal abuse than 
serious negotiation, as John 
Major's words illustrated this 
morning. The truth is, John 
Major is mired in sleaze. He is. 
using the debate as a desperate 
artempt to divert attention from 
die stmfr df corruption that sur- 
rounds his campaign." 


He added: “Today, he 
showed again why people have 
had enough of him - weak, 
dithering, indecisive, evasive". 

The Liberal Democrat’s cam- 
paign chairman. Lord Holme, 
said the spat was just another ex- 
ample of the sort of Punch and 
Judy politics that his party spent 
yesterday trying to highlight. "It 
is difficult to believe that names 


calling by the Prime Minister, ac- 
cusing Mr Blair of being chick- 
en, is the best way to get serious 
discussions going again on a TV 
debate." be said. 

The Libera] Democrats have 
repeatedly argued that their 
leader. Paddy Ashdown, should 
be included in the debate, but 
not necessarily given an equal 
amount of air time. 


✓ Turkeys may not 
r vote for Christmas 
W but chickens 

apparently run away 
from broadcasts'* - John 
Major, calling on the Labour 
leader, Tony Blair, to meet 
him head-to-head in a 
television debate 

“The whole of my political 
life has been a preparation, 
if you like, for this period of 
time. I came into politics as 
a doer, not a sayer ... We 
are anxious to start doing" 

- Tony Blair 

“After the false start to the 
election campaign before 
Easter, which saw Punch 
and Judy politics at its 
worst, we would tike both 
the other parties to join us 
in fighting honestly on the 
big issues" - Paddy 
Ashdown, Liberal Democrat 
leader 

"I could have planned it 
better" - Michael Forsyth, 
on the start of the 
Conservative election 
campaign 

“it's better than the Boxing 
Day sale" - B&Q assistant 
in Croydon, Surrey where 
John Major's batHebus 
made its first stop of the 
campaign yesterday 

“She's a pretty good kisser" 

- Chris Lacey, a young 
Northampton voter after 
exchanging pecks with die 
Labour leader's wife, 

Cherie Blair 

“I'll never wash my hand 
again" - a woman who 
shook hands with the Prime 
Minister's wife, Norma, in 
Croydon 

“There is no question of a 
single currency being 
imposed on the country, 
slunk through under cover 
or by a side wind" - Tony 
Blair 

“Kenneth Clarke is 
supported by a dwindling 
band of Tory MPs who also 
value old Tory traditions. 
The wagons are 
circled. It’s Clarke's ^ 
last stand” - Labour VB 
MP (and former 1 

Tory) Alan Howarth ^ 
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Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tony Biair beat John Major to 
the use of a new hydraulic 
"soapbox" when the battle of 
the Leaders' buses moved into 
top gear. 

The original soapbox, a bat- 
tered packing case covered with 
black tape, which Mr Major 
used in the 1992 election and 
brought out again like a good- 
luck charm in Luton at the start 
of the 1997 campaign, has been 
superseded by a new platform 
incorporated in the side of the 
bus. 

Mr Major will be able to 
emerge from a side opening 
door in the bus and step onto 
the platform, to enable him to 
rise above the crowd to make 
public speeches during the cam- 
paign tour. However, the old 
soapbox may be held in reserve, 
for a more flexible response on 
walk-abouts. 

The coach, which was used in 
the last general election cam- 


Major keeps soapbox 
in reserve on the road 


a Sheffield coach firm, and is 
equipped with high-tech com- 


munications to keep the Prime 
Minister in contact with Down- 
ing Street, including a satellite 
telephone link, a wardrobe, toi- 
let, and kitchen at the back. 

The Majors sit towards the 
back of the bus with the Prime 
Minister's press secretary, 
Sheila Gunn, his special advis- 
er, Howell James, and Shirley 
Stotter, the campaign manager; 
and there is a television handy 
to keep an eye on the news. 

At the front of the bos is an 
office with links to Conservative 
Parly headquarters, including a 
fax for handling confidential 
data from Conservative Central 
Office, Apricot 660 mini tower 
computers with 32 Mb Ram - 
enough for the most sophisti- 
cated computer games, and 
printers for Mr Major’s 
speeches. 

The risk of terrorist attack has 
required the bus to be fitted with 
armour plating, to malm it bomb 


and blastproof. It is also believed 
to be fitted with James Bond- 
style gadgets to counter elec- 
tronic evesdropping. Specialist 
work was carried out by Image 
Intelligence of Cheltenham, 
None of the high-tech kit was 
needed on Mr Major's first 
outing yesterday in the battle- 
bus, to a B&Q store in Croydon, 
Surrey. Mr Major and his wife, 
Norma, relied on the old polit- 
ical standby, the handshake, as 
they toured the ceramic riles, 
lawnmowers and the garden 

S lants. One woman said to her 
us band: Tli never wash my 
hand again" after a handshake 
from Nonna. 

“It’s better than the Boxing 
Day sale ” said one B&Q as- 
sistant, as hordes of media 
swept through the store, sur- 
rounding the Majors. Sales may 
not have improved however. 
They did not buy anything. 
They found the Tory voters 


remaining solid in Croydon 
North, the fourth most Con- 
servative marginal seat in the 
country. Michael Smithson, a lo- 
cal washing machine repair 
shop owner, said he would vote 
Conservative “whatever hap- 
pens", but not all the shoppers 
were surprised to be meeting 
the Prime Minister. The Tbry 
candidate's mother was also 
among the shoppers. 

There was plenty of evidence 
that many have not made up 
their minds. They include John 
Camemzuli and his wife Mar- 
garet, who with their three chil- 
dren got Mr Major's signature. 
“We want to be more sure 
about the manifesto policies. We 
are not very happy about break- 
ing promises on VAT on fuel 
and we’d like more spending on 
education. " 

That was the view of a B&Q 
worker who was undecided af- 
ter the Prime Minister left 
“He's not like he seems on the 
telly. On the telly be seems a 
wimp. But he's quite nice in the 
flesh." But by then, the Major 
battlebus was already rolling 
back to Downing Street. 


Steve Boggan ' . . 

One suspected that Tony Blair 
realised what he had signed the 
moment he shouted: “I don't 
know what Fm signing!'' 

It was a copy of the local 
newspaper, and he had signed 
it across a garishly coloured 
headline that read: “The Future 
Is Orange*’. Despite first im- 
pressions. Imwever, it was not an 
endorsement of the Liberal De- 
mocrats. It was only a reference 
to the football team supported 
by the population targeted by Mr 
Blair s first visit in bis campaign 
battlebus; Northampton Town. 

“Oh, no," said Andrew Ball, 
25, who had slipped the news- 
paper under the Labour 
leader’s pen during a frenetic 
walkabout round the town’s 
market place. “I didn't realise 
what it said. I'm going to keep 
it anyway. I'm a labour man 1 
and the future's Labour." 

Mr Ball was one of hundreds 
of people who saw Mr Blair 
stand on hfc “people's plat- 
form" - a retractable stage 
puHed from his bus- for the first 
rime on the campaign trail 


Blair woos the crowd 
from his mobile stage 


The Blair campaign bus, and 
the two following with the me- 
dia oh board, were emblazoned 
with party livery and slogans 
stating “New labour - New 
Britain". Mr Blair’s bus bore the 
words “Leading Britain”, while 
the two behind had “Into the 
Future" and “With Tony Blair". 

Mr Blah's bos, which was car- 
jying only eight people, is kit- 
ted out with the latest 
technology to enable constant 
contact with Labour head- 
quarters in Westminster. As 
well as a fax and computer, it 
also boasts a photocopier, 
kitchen facilities and a rest 
area for the Labour leader. 

The office facilities are&t the . , 
rear and indude an oval seat- 
ing area with a table. Nearer the 
centre of the bus is another table 
used by Mr Blair to conduct 
telephone conferences with par- 
ty officials back in London. 

Mr Blairt bus plus four more 


were leased at a cost of £70,500 
and paid for by an entourage of 
journalists each paying £7.500 
for a ticket. 

Under blue skies and Mazing 
sun, the crowds in Northamp- 
ton witnessed a bravura per- 
formance. . Unsuspecting 
shoppers were treated to an im- 
promptu speech promising a 
fresh stmt for the country. And 
they cheered what they heard. 

“Over the next six' weeks, 
we’re going to set before the 
people of this country what we 
can do to make Britain better," 
Mr Blair said. He promised 
smaller dass sizes in schools, a 
revitalised health service, bet- 
ter training and more jobs for 
the young. Then he leapt off his 
platform and. joined by his 
wife, vanished beneath a sea of 
handshakes and cameras. 

“He is the best hope we’ve 
got,” said Doris Brown, 60, a 
nurse who gave him a sprig of 


heather for luck. “I was Con- 
servative for years but now I'm 
changing to Labour." 

Shopper after shopper 
pledged their vote and a con- 
siderable number said they 
were abandoning the lories. ’ 

Mr Blair was asked by Vicky 
Olive, 82, how he would help the 
elderly. “He said the problem 
was a difficult one because the 
numbers of elderly are growing," 
she said. “Bat he promised to Jo 
what he could to avoid us hav- 
ing to sell our homes if we have 
to go into care. He's got my 
vote." Others asked him about 
jobs, health and education, and 
he gave them the party line. 

Earlier, on his rattle bus, Mr 
Blair said he was merited at be- 
ginning the campaign proper. 
“It is, in some ways, a humming 
experience," he said. TUI these 
hopes and aspirations are vest- 
ed m us but then: isalsoa sense 
of excitement at what we can 
achieve. The whole of ray po- 
litical life has been a prepara- 
tion, if you like, for this period 
of time. I came into politics as 
a doer, not a sayer ... Vfc are 
anxious to start doing.". 
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^ w T? jor political parties 
freaking i£ e law by we? 
S^°"ibeirelmK,££. 

according to 

a national pressure group. 
_P le use of computer tech- 


according observers. Although 
each candidate's expenses are 
strictly limited, national parties 
can spend what they like. 

Andrew Puddephatt, director 
of the democratic, campaign 
group, Charter 88, said the av- 
erage of £9,000 allowed for 
each seat was well below what 
many candidates would spend. 

‘‘That’sooigcai^toaDowyou 
to mailshot voters five or six 
times, invite them to focus 


expenses limit 


groups, phone them arid so on. 
Parties are going to 'lose' this 
expenditure qy paying for iheir 
mailshots and phone banks na- 
tionally," he said. 

Mr Puddephatl said the par- 
ties were now targeting their re- 
sources so accurately at 
undecided voters in marginal 
seats that only about half a mfl- 
Ban people- 1 per cent of the 
population - would bear .the 
bhmiof 


Both the main parties have al- 
ready been reported to the po- 
3ice for allegedly spending more 

than they were allowed at the 
WirraJ South by-election. The 
UK Independence Phrty says the 
Conservatives booked an entire 
hotel for a week, while Labour 
canvassers phoned floating vot- 
> to half a dozen times. The 
lection expenses are due to 
be published on Friday, and the 
party will scrutinise them to tiy 


ersupto 

by-electi 


to identify items which may 
have been left out 

Orris Rermard, campaig n s di- 
rector for the Liberal Democ- 

to hs limit mV^ralbuiTad not 
been able to target voters as 
intensively as the other two 
parties. 

They had been able to post 
mafisbcks out first dass white the 
Liberal Democrat volunteers 
were pushing them through 


Oona King may 


doors by hand, he said, and had 
set up telephone banks from 
which to phone voters. Labour 
bad had not one campaign of- 
fice. but several 
“There is a strong case for 
saying there should be nation- 
al campaign limits. As it st a nds , 
you can have adverts in every 
newspaper in the country and 
that isn’t charged to candi- 
dates' expenses. 

"But ii you put one advert in 


* local paper that is chargeable," 
be said. MrRennard added that 
ife Liberal Democrats hoped to 
raise enough to spend up to 
ibeir legal limits in key scats, 

and no more. 

Des Wilson, founder of the 
Campaign for Freedom of In- 
formation, also claimed that the 
parties would overspend. But 
rew people were likely to com- 
plain, he said. 

“Everyone in politics knows 


that there is little relationship 
between the final figures sub- 
mitted for the costs of elec- 
tioneering in a marginal seat 
and what has actually been 
spent there. In a way, all par- 
ties have averted interest in not 
raising the issue," he said. 

Candidates arc allowed to 
spend around £8,000 on their 
campaign - £4,965 plus 5.6p per 
elector in county scats, and 
4.2p per elector in boroughs. 



Jewish but that 
cuts no ice in 
the East End 


KhnSengupta 


She can, and probably will, become 
Britain's second black woman MP. 
And in a very short time her photo- 
genic face will, no doubt, be one of 
the better known in. the new Parlia- 
ment. But the selection of Oona King 
as the Labour candidate for a very 
safe seat does not escape controversy. 

Bethnal Green and Bow in east 
London was Peter Shore’s seat for 
V, 32 years. Ms King will inherit his ma- 

» jonty of L2.000. With the polls as they 

are. she should in theoiy canter 
through. But there is a little local dif- 
fieuJty; among Labour members in 
the East End there is a sense of won- 
der over how. talented and person- 
able though she is. 29-year-old Ms 
King got this prize. 

She has never contested a seal 
before and she is not a person with 
local roots -she and her Italian hus- 
band, Tiberio Santomarco, moved to 
the area in January. And she does 
not appear to have a particular 
power base. Furthermore, in an 
area with a large Bengali population. 
Labour is the only one of the main 
three parties not to field a Bengali 
Muslim candidate. 

There is also, it is said, a 
between her and the first 
woman to be an MP, Diane Abl 
about whether or not Ms King tried 


to take Ms Abbott’s seat hi the neigh- 
bouring constituency, Hackney 
North. A Labour Party source de- 
scribed the relations between the two 
as “at best an armed neutrality”. 

The issue of race is very much afive 
in the East End. Black and Asian 
families have firebombs dropped 
through their letterboxes, and it 
was at Ibwer Hamlets Council that 
the far-right British National Party 
(BNP) won a seal not so long ago. 
Bethnal Green and Bow is one of the 
very few parliamentary seals the BNP 
is contesting. 

Some of the Bengali Labour par- 
ty members feel that they have been 
deprived of a rightful place in the 
Commons. The Conservative can- 
didate Dr Kabir Cboudhury, and the 
liberal Democrat’s Syed Nurul Is- 
lam may gain from this resentment.. 

Bengali party members say pub- 
lldy that; now the selection has 
been made. Labour- must pull to- 
gether. However, there is still bit- 
terness. One Bengali activist said: 
‘About 28 per cent of the people here 
axe Bengali, and this goes up to 50 
per cent of the local party moenbexs. 

“Wfe have stood at Qra±Lanfcweek 



Talking politics: Oona King, the Labour party candidate for Bethnal Green and Bow, talks with a constituent in Victoria Park, east London Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


: A self-styled “Campaign for a 
Bangladeshi MP” has been warning 
that unless Labour selects a Bengali 
candidate, voters would desert the 
party. Before Ms King was selected 
the group placed advertisements in 
aH four local Bengali papers asking 
locals to lobby the party leadership. 

Ms King’ s father is a Made Amer- 
■ raoth ef b 
racerftficerrAitii 



Some white people call me a nigger. 


some black people call me a yid. 
Many of both races sometimes call 
me a mongrel. But I am proud of my 
heritage, and I think the bringing to- 
gether of cultures is what we must 
aim aL 

“The real issues are ones of 
poverty, and deprivation, housing 
and education, as well as racism. 
These are issued which affect us alL 

“The fact that xr^mother is Jew- 
m could symboftcally.be an issue if 
there really isa Muslim fundamen- 
talist presence here. But again, in the 


context of the real problems people 
face, this should not matter." 

It was, in fact, allegations of irreg- 
ularities involving Bengali party mem- 
bers which allowed Labour’s National 
Executive Committee to impose a 
shortlist for the seat. The near unan- 
imous feeling in the party is that the 
Walworth Road’s favoured son, 
Qaude Moraes*. director of the Joint 
Council for the Welfare of Immi- 
grants, togetherwith a number of po- 
tential challengers, had been left out. 

When the selection meeting came. 


it was Ms King, a politics graduate who 
had worked in Brussels with Glcnys 
Kinnock, who benefited from the 
single transferable vote, and who 
won on the second balku. She was, she 
said, “surprised" to be chosen. 

In 1994. she was asked to stand at 
Diane Abbott’s seat, which could 
have become vacant under rules of 
reselection. She did well, but did not 
get support from enough wards to ac- 
tivate the reselection mechanism. Di- 
ane Abbott’s friends say the MP felt 
she had been “ knifed in Lhe back”. 


Ms King said she is perplexed by 
all this. “I thought you could only stab 
someone in the back if you had'some 
land of agreement with them, and had 
then betrayed them. I had no kind of 
agreement with Diane Abbott She, 
like me, believes in the concept of 
reselection, and what we had there 
was simply the democratic process 
within the party in action. I have 
heard all these stories about her be- 
ing annoyed with me, but she has 
never said anything to me. In fact I 
cannot recall ever speaking to her." 
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“Whatever happens 
in the Election, 
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er yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 


|f you take out a Mercantile 
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rates after the Election. 
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Suicide bombers targeted school buses 


Patrick Cocktsum 

Jerusalem 


Palestinian suicide bombers 
struck twice early yesterday in 
the Gaza Strip, killing them- 
selves but not destroying their 
targets, which in both cases 
appear to have been buses tak- 
ing children to school from two 
Jewish settlements. 

The attacks came as sporadic 
violence erupted in the West 
Bank in which two Palestinians 


Children escape in Gaza Strip as Israeli soldiers shoot Palestinians in Nablus and Hebron 


were killed. Although Ill-or- 
Samsed, the bombs in Gaza 
show that the attack on a cafe 
in Tel Aviv 10 days ago was not 
carried out by a rogue cell but 
is part of a concerted campaign. 

Both bombers blew them- 
selves up about 7am, the first, 
wearing military uniform, near 
Netzanm settlement, south of 
Gaza dty. The second bomb was 


at Kfar Darom, a couple of 


miles away, and was also ap- 
parently directed at a school 


patently directed at a school 
bus. The Palestinian Authority 
contested the Israeli account of 
the second attack and said an 
Israeli bad thrown a grenade. 
The only casualties, other than 
the bombers, were five Pales- 
tinians hit by shrapnel. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 


raeli Prime Minister, said: ‘The 
Palestinian Authority has not yet 
made the necessary efforts 
against terror.'* He repeated his 
claim that they had received a 
“green light” from Yasser 
Arafat, the Palestinian leader, 
to cany out attacks against Is- 
raelis. Jewish settlers in Gaza, 
of whom there are about 5,000, 
demanded that the Israeli army 


move to reoccupy the au- 
tonomous falestinran enclaves: 

Hamas, * h< * main Palestinian 
Islamic movement, denied mak- 
ing any of the suicide attacks. 
But Hamas leaders in Gaza are 
divided into three factious. 

The first, led by Sheikh Imad 
al-Faiuji, stood in the election 
for the Palestinian Legislative. 
Council last year and has joined. 


Mr Arafat A second faction, led. 
by Said Aba Massameh and 
Mahmoud Zahar, has agreed 
with the Palestinian leader not 
to make attacks on Israel. A . 
third group, led by. Ibrahim 

MnVnnrnfrh, SCCZOS tO be the. 

most tiketyto be supporting tfie 
most recent bombings. Nobody 
taows how fax this fragmenta- 
tion is a tactical ploy by Hamas 


to keep hs leaders out of Pales- 
tinian Authority jails. . . . 

Haitham Mansour, a police- 
man In Nablus, was shot dead 
-by Israeli soldiers during a 
dem dhs tt a tionwtocbJPafestnti- 
Sns Said 1» was befoingtocou- 
trnL Another man, found Zarcv 
wastfiled at a checkpoint tear 
Hebron, aBegaflywbea be fried: 
•to steal a car, was seen bysot- 


diers and shot as he ran away. 

In contrast to September, 
wlum 61 Palestmians and 15 Is- 
raelis were rifled, Israeli sokferx 
hitherto seldom used live 
rounds during the "past" two 
weeks of riots. Ttedeaths yes- 
today may mean this restraint 
. is tesserang. 

If there is an aflout edn- 
finnrarionberween PakstStrfan 
security and the Israeli arpty, Is- 
rael has implied tt wftfcuse 
-heavy weapons such as tanks. 


Is Netanyahu trying to wreck the 
peace process, or has he lost his way? 


Israelis have started calling it the 
mini-intifada, a return to the 
days of the Palestinian uprising 
after 1987. In the two weeks 
since bulldozers started work on 
a Jewish settlement at Har 
Hama, demonstrations and ri- 
ots have erupted across the 
West Bank. 

But it is an intifada with a dif- 
ference: it is accompanied by 
suicide bombers, who struck 
twice yesterday in the Gaza 
Strip. This shows that the ex- 
plosion in Tel Aviv 10 days 
ago, the first suicide bomb in a 
year and which killed three 
women, was not a one-off. Un- 
fortunately for the peace of the 
Middle East, suicide bombs 
are extremely effective. 

Four bombs last year en- 
sured the election of Benjamin 
Netanyahu as prime minister. 
The ’implacability of the 
bomber and his abmty to strike 


in the heart oflel Aviv is prob- 
ably the Palestinians' strongest 
card. The political impact of the 
bombs is far greater than riots 
in Hebron or Ramailah. 

In the aftermath of the vio- 
lence, Dennis Ross, the US ne- 
gotiator, said the peace process 
had life in it yet But the prob- 
lem for ordinary Israelis and 
Palestinians is tiiat the process 
is decreasingly peace fuL 

Ban Pappe. a political scien- 
tist at Haifa university, said: 
“Going by what Netanyahu 
does rather than what he says, 
Fm convinced he doesn't want 
to implement Oslo. How oth- 
erwise can you explain the tim- 
ing of Har Hpma and the 
opening of the tunnel in the Old 
City of Jerusalem last year?” 

Maybe Mr Netanyahu’s strat- 
egy is not so coherent. Since the 
crisis began he has given many 
interviews but there is no sign 


The Israeli view 


Patrick Cockburn 


of where he is going. He may 
be getting the worst of all pos- 
sible worlds. Israeli troops have 
left most of Gaza and the main 
cities of the West B ank. Yasser 
Arafat, the Palestinian leader, 
already has a quasi-state. Even 
when Israel held the Palestin- 
ian cities it was difficult enough 
to keep its grip on the occupied 
territories. Now that the West 
Bank is a jigsaw puzzle of com- 
' peting jurisdictions, the Israeli 
army cannot even begin to cope 
with Hamas or Islamic Jihad 
without the co-operation of the 
Palestinian security services. 

Even then it would be diffi- 
cult. The Israeli army speaks of 
the support and equipment 
needed by a suicide bomber. 


But any small cell with one per- 
son who is willing to die could 
cany out an attack. Hamas ap- 
pears to have many such cells, 
operating independently to es- 
cape represaon and, possibly, to 
allow leaders to disclaim re- 
sponsibility. After Har Homa it 
is doubtful if Mr Arafat could 
a gain round up Hamas and Ji- 
had militants, as he did last year. 

In recent elections for ’pro- 
fessional unions in Gaza and 
Nablus, Hamas easily defeated 
Mr Arafat’s Fatah movement. 

If Mr Netanyahu has ruled 
out security co-operation with 
the Palestinians by building 
Har Homa, will he go to the op- 
posite extreme and reocoipy the 
autonomous Palestinian en- 
claves? “If they do ... they will 
not be welcomed with flowers,” 
said Marwan Barghouti, secre- 
tary of Fatah on the West Bank. 
Israel’s security services have 


warned Mr Netanyahu against 
trying to do this, because it 
would provoke a worse conflict. 

It is not fair to blame every- 
thing on Mr Netanyahu. Oslo 
was always deeply flawed The 
agreement looted better to 
diplomats than to the Israelis 
and Palestinians whose lives ft 
would most affect. It was con- 
tradictory. Israel was to with- 
draw but settlements were to 
stay. A new system of by-pass 
roads was to connect toe set- 
tlements. It was based cm the as- 
sumption that for the 
Palestinians anything was bet- 
ter than the status quo. 

They would be satisfied by 
any crumbs that came their 
way. But Israel is finding out, as 
European colonial powers dis- 
covered in the first half of die 
centmy, that home rule wiDnot 
satisfy a nation douandmg self- 
determination. 






Flashpoint: Palestinians dashing with Israelis yesterday in Nablus Photograph: AFP 


A raw deal, all the way 


Beirut -Arab leaders are still 
warning of the imminent col- 
lapse of the “peace process” bat 
the Palestinian diaspora are 
talking about doomsday. “Don’t 
talk to me about American 
mediation - they cannot be 
‘honest brokers’ ” One of the 
most gqjeaea c od Palestinian of- 
ficers in Lebanon told me yes- 
terday afternoon after taking 
another call from Gaza on his 
refugee camp phone. “What we 
have to do now is ensure an die 
Palestinian o pp osition are nnit- 
ed together against Israel, not 


Robert Fisk 


men t on occupied land. But he 
didn't hold out much hope. 


about putting the ‘peace 
process’ bat* ‘on tracr,” he 
said. “But sbe can’t. The US has 
lost all its credibility." 

There are .few Arabs who 
. would disagree when the most 
pro-Israeli US government ewer 
is vetoing any condemnation of 
the Jewish settlement As an 
Egyptian journalist said yester- 
day: “It’s the same old story - 
die Israelis provoke the Arabs 
by some flagrant violation of the 
peace, the Palestinians react vi- 
olently and then (he Americans 
line up behind the Israelis in 
■ condemning ‘terror*. Our pres- 
ident (Mubarak) is openly say- 
ing he was betrayed- He’s right 
- he was betrayed - by the Is- 
raelis and by the Americans. 9 

Arabs list the reasons why 
9feshi ng to n has so fatally lost 
control of the “peace process”. 
How can it be a ‘middle-man’ 
when its ambassador to Israel 
is former head of the largest Is- 


der Israeli occupation.” 

' Not long ago, his words 
might be dismissed with con- 
tempt. But the calls' were com- 
ing from Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, anxious to 
ensure the Palestinians based in 
Lebanon and Syria were not go- 
ing to engage in inter-Palestin- 
ian struggles if “the end” 
comes. “It's a turning-point in 
the war between our two peo- 
ples," the Palestinian said. “The 

old intifada’ ia. finished - the 
new intifada vnB be qualitative. 
We cannot go on throwing, 
stones and setting tyres on fire. 
There has to be direct contact 
with the. Israelis.” 

It didn't take long to under- 
stand what this means. It the 
-Lebanese guerrilla war against 
the. Israelis, which drove the 
mighty Israeli army back to the 
southern frontier of Lebanon, 
was an example to the Pales- 
tinians, wou ld not the Pales- 
tinians from -Lebanon who are 
josw in ■ too West Bank use the-- 
tactics they had developed in (lie 

Lebanese war in any co ming 
battle with file Israeli army? 
Yes, file Palestinian said, he 
wanted iris people to talk to the 
Israelis, to &y to persuade them 
- desperately - to reverse the 
events set in. motion by Prime 
Minister Netanyahu's decision * 
to construct the Jewish settle- 


raeli lobby group in America? 
How can President Clinton un- 


■ How can President Cfinton un- 
derstand what the Israelis are 
doing to the “peace” when his 
advisers mdude a former Israeli 
army officer who served on the 
Lebanese border scarcely three 
years ago? Fewer Arabs re- 
member how. many of them so 
blitbdty' accepted the flawed 
Oslo agreement of 1993, which 
fatally undercut the results of 
the- 1991. Madrid summit. At 
Madrid, they were promised 
land forpeace based o a UN Se- 
curity Councfl Resolution 242. 
Oslo allowed the Israelis to 
renegotiate 242, deciding for 
themselves which pieces of 
Palestinians territory they would 


hand back - and when - while 
closing oft Jerusalem with fur- 
ther settlements before final-sta- 
tus talks. After that, the Beirut 
camp official said, it was only to 
be expected that Mr Netanyahu 
would refuse to give back the oc- 
cupied Golan and accuse Syr- 
ia.of not wanting peace. 

Mr Mubarak did say yester- 
. day that be was still waiting for 
Mr Netanyahu to. honour his 
word by the “peace process* 1 - 
he is saying much harsher things 
to his advisers - while the Israelis 
are now trading insults with vir- 
tually every Arab nation with 
whom they had, until last year, 
some semblance of relations. 

Can Mr Mubarak trust Mr 
Netanyahu? When I asked the 
Israeli Prime Minister in Cairo 
last month whether Palestinians 
could buy new homes in Jewish 
west Jerusalem, as Israelis are 
to be allowed to in the Arab cast 
of the city, he said he thought 
they could -“so far as I know” 
But this is untrue. They are pre- 
vented from doing so". Mr Ne- 
tanyahu says he will provide 
Arab as well as Jewish hopies. 
Israel promised 18,000 Arab 
apartments next to the Jewish 

?QBn ei Si enl of Pis S at in 
ivsu. Not one has been built. 

Un [ Monday an Israeli 
spokesman insisted on iheJ3BC 
“there is nothing in the 
(Oslo) agreement, in any shape 
or form, that limits what Israel 

can do m its own sovereign cap- 
ital. But nowhere in the Oslo 
agreement is there any refer- 
ence to oil of Jerusalem bring 
Israels sovereign capital”. 

Ine troth is that the Arabs 
" “ran their dictatorial leaders 
and secret policemen and tor- 
ture chambers - believe tfaev 
token for a ride. 
b why some of them are 
of how to fight for their 
islands of territory m the West 

lhan rrK '* :c * leacc 
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'— — ^ Some French aircraft may be grounded but the great EU monetary-union Jumbo is trundling down the runway 

mm i gfrike blocks open 

skies flight path 
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John UdifMd 

Paris 


Going nowhere: Passengers stranded at Nice airport yesterday by the Air Inter Europe ground aw strifes* 
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Ministers 
to buckle 
euro into 
timetable 


Photograph: Eric Gailtaixt/Reuters 


Sarah Hefan 

Brussels 



*■■■ 



European leadens will (his week- 
end reassert their determination 
to launch the single currency on^ 
time, when they identify late 
Aprfl_3998 as the time for final 
decisions on which countries 
qualify to join at the strut. 

Agreement on the outline 
timetable, expected to be 
reached by European finance 
ministers meeting on Saturday 
in the Dutch town of Noordwijk, 
wifi demonstrate, once again, 
the enormous political will to 
drive the Emu process forward. 

The ministers will use their 
informal meeting to scupper 


<riicial first six months of 1998, 
and therefore may be able to e ®> ■: 
ert some influence over jhowtluK' 
J " folds. 


np.ibi 

mestic 

di5fe ' 

to join Ban, and whichever 
party wms Ac electicrawifl have 
little lipe |o sit on the Emu 
fene& Often the tightness of flue. 


The symbolism was, to say the least, un- 
fiffluoaiewThc official opening of the era 
of Open Sues in Europe began with most 
of the flights of the largest French internal 
aHing grounded by a strike. 

From this month any airline in the Eu- 
ropean Union can, in theory, offer flights 
between any two EU airports, including 
two cities in another country. France, 
which has the biggest single domestic air 
market, is the most lucrative potential tar- 
get for other European carriers. British 
Airways has already muscled in. 
Lufthansa is said to be considering a net- 
work of French domestic flights, linked 
to global flights from its Frankfurt hub. 

The stoppage by ground staff at Air In- 
ter Europe yesterday were a protest 
against this long-promised brave new 
world of cheaper and more plentiful Eu- 
ropean air-navel. The French government 
has ordained the gradual merger of the 
two loss-making, state-controlled air 
fines - Air Franoe, for external flights, and 
Air Inter, for internal flights - specifically 
to face np to the increased competition. 

The 1 1 ,000 staff at Air Inter, which now 
becomes Air France Europe, fear johs will 
be lost and privileges eroded. The in- 
ternational carrier, with 46,000 staff, is 
engaged in its own programme of re- 
structuring Air Inter pilois, who fear their 


promotion will be frozen, began a series 
of strikes Iasi week. Yesterday was the 
turn of the ground crews. Shuttle flights 
from Paris Oriy to Marseilles, Nice and 
Toulouse were maintained. Other flights 
were cancelled. Further stoppages are ex- 
pected next weekend. 

This was an inauspicious begin: U» 
the era of Open Skies: but all knot 
as it seems. Air industry experts believe 
the French government has taken ad- 
vantage of the open market ptvllcy to push 
through a rationalisation of the publicly- 
owned French airlines. Yesterday's dead- 
line was mure symbolic than real. Many 
countries, including France, have al- 
ready' introduced the more relaxed reg- 
ulations legislated in Brussels two years 
ago. There has already been some impact 
on the number and price of flights with- 
in the ELI Ticket prices have fallen by 
about 10 percent in the last three years 
and are expected to continue to fall. 

Bui there remains a wide gup between 
the theory of free competition and the 
reality. Potential competitors find their 
wings clipped by the shortage of landing 
and taking-off slots at the biggest Euro- 
pean airports. On the other hand, there 
is a genuine problem with overcrowding 
at the main Paris airport. Charles tie 
Gaulle- Rotssy and last week the French 
government announced plans to build two 
new runways at the airport in the next 
three years. 




Regular savers wanted. Big 
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6 Several 
member states 
have been 
pushing for 
mare time 9 


speculation about a very dif- 
ferent kind of timetable - for a 
single-currency delay. 

The decision on how many 
countries join the euro will be 
the most crucial moment in the 
Fm u build-up, and many fear if 
could prove highly divisive, par- 
ticularfy if Italy, Spam or Por- 
tugal are rejected. 

A final r uling on qualifiers in 
late .April - instead of earlier in 
1998 as central bankers had 
wanted — could boost credibil- 
ity of the Emu project, by buy- 
ing more time for the southern 
Europeans to make the grade. 

However, the later the deci- 
sion date, the more problems 
could be caused in the final 
months. Late April gives coun- 
tries which do qualify just eight 
months to prepare for the 
launch on 1 January 1999. 

ftrimm wifi bold the European 
Union presidency during the 


unlikely that any British gov- 
ernment woukTbe able to pre- 
pare in time farthe 1999 launch. 

Tbe Labcrar manifesto, to be 
published today, wifi sagnainew 
Labour doubts, about Emu, 
talking of u fonnklable obsta- 
cles" to be overcome if mem- 
ber 


paid. 


consu 

Even if a British government 
should wish to be considered for 
the first wave, it’woiild first 
have to meet several conditi on " 
including passmg legislation to 
create an mdependentoeaitral 
bank. And. ft would have to 
pass I^jslafio^ouaxrfe^idiHm 


tion ofwhetbermember&tpof 
the Exchange Rate Mechanism 
should be deemed to be a, con- 
dition of membership has still 
not been finafised. The ruling on 
who qualifies will be based on the 
economic resultsfbr 1997 -and 

central bankers wanted" the de- 
cision as early as possible. 

Several member states, how- 
ever, have recently been push- 
ing for more time. France has 

S isbed for the decision date to 
! set after the French parlia- 
mentary elections m March. 

In Noordwijk the financemin- 
isteis are expected to decide that 
two key economic reports on- 
member states should he realty 
by the end of February 1998. 
These reports, from the Euro- 
pean Commission and the Eu- 
ropean Monetary Institute, the 
central bank-io-waiting, will go 
lo European finance ministers. 

Six weeks later ' by late. 
Ajxfl-h^dsafgovezmhentwifi - 
make their final decision: ' . 




You might have thought chat if you wanted 
to earn big interest rates, you had to have big 
savings. So you’ll probably be very happy to find 
our that for once, you were wrong. . 


you can gee a savings rate of 6.5% gross p.a. 
This includes a bonus of 3.25% which we'll give 
you every 12 months after you open your account, 
as long as you keep making monthly deposits 


If you open a Bonus Saver account at and don t make any withdrawals. 
Nationwide, you can save between £20 and 


£1000 a month and scan earning those big' 
interest rates you were after, straight away. 
By saving as little as £20 each month 


i 




And Bonus Saver is not only comperirive, its 
also flexible. You can miss one of your payments 
over a 12 month period and still get your bonus. 
So, if you’re a small saver who’s looking for big 
interest rates, pop into your local Nationwide 

branch or call free on 0500 30 20 10 
(quoting ref. SCD7). Mon.-Fri. 8am - 8pm. 
Weekends and Bank Holidays 9am - 6pm. 
You’ll find its a very rewarding experience. 


Find us on the Internet ar htrp://www.narionwide.co.uk 


The 6.5% grost p-a. rate b made op of 3.25% puss p*. interest and 3.25% grow P-«- bonus, which is variable but guaranteed until the end of 1997. The bonus will only be paid if between £20 and £1001) is raved each ulcndai 
month fbt at ferat 1 1 out of 12 months in a yea*. Sis withdrawal* a year arc allowed but one withdrawal will mean enuriemem ro bonus is lost. For full terms and conditions «c our leaflet In nnc of our branches. Ininest raw, niav 
vary bur ate cornu at time of going » press. Rates quoted are gnu* pj. and, unlew you ate registered at eligible to mm groat inremt at requited by the Inland Revenue, interest will be paid aim the deduction of ia\ m the 
appropriate rate. Nationwide is a member of the Building Sodeoet Ombudsman Scheme and subscribe! to the Code of Banking Practice. Nationwide Building Society, Nationwide Hmw. Piper, VRn. Swindon SN.Vi |NH'. 
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shorts 


France boosts Albania 
force by 1,000. 


France is to offer 1,000 troops with armoured cars «nri 
armoured personnel carriers to join a multinational 
security force to protect humanitarian relief operations in 
Albania. 

Defence Minister Charles Millon said Paris 
was offering to handle security in the port of Durres, and 
organise and escort supply convoys from there to the 
capital, Tirana. Italy will organise and lead the 
multinational force and is expected to provide 2,000 to 
1500 troops. Greece has offered 700 troops; TUrkey, 500; 
Spain, 500 and Romania, 400 troops. Renters- Paris 


Ellis Island solution 

A Supreme Court-appointed officer proposed what he said 
was a ‘'workable" solution to settle a dispute between New 
York and New Jersey over ownership of Ellis Island, the 
US immigration processing centre from 1892 to the mid- 
20th century. Law professor Paul Verkuil recommended 
New York keep the most historic part of the island but New 
Jersey get the bulk of the land. Reuters - Washington 



\ 


Saddam libel suit thrown out 

A French court dismissed a libel suit by Saddam Hussein 
against a French magazine, ruling the Iraqi leader insteac 
should have sued under laws protecting chiefs of state fre 


City arms: Viktor Chemomrydin, the Russian Prime Minister, inspecting Interior Ministry troops at the opening of a new barracks in (Moscow yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


snouia nave suea unaer laws protecting cruets ot state trom 
Insult The decision, in favour of weekly Le Nouvel 
Observateur, ends Saddam's chances to seek restitution 
under French libel law. AP - Paris 


Yeltsin harks back to the 


Indian crisis could stall talks 


India and Pakistan, fresh from upbeat peace talks, said a 
political crisis in New Delhi might delay efforts to resume 
substantive bilateral negotiations. 

Pakistani Foreign Minister, Gohar Ayub Khan, said 
planned talks next week with his Indian counterpart, Inder 
Kumar Gujral, might be put off because of a looming vote 
of confidence in the Indian Prime Minister, Deve Gowda. 

Meanwhile Pakistan's parliament amended the 
constitution, stripping the president’s powers to sack 
governments and appoint armed forces chiefs, giving them 
to the prime minister Reuters - New Delhi 


Second crash kills two in Spain 


The passenger train whose derailment in northern Spain 
killed 18 people was going four limes as fast as it should 
have been when it crashed, authorities said. 

Just hours after the disaster, a second derailment near 
Madrid which killed two people and injured 22 yesterday 
morning raised questions about the safety of Spain's rail 
svstem. Reuters - Madrid 


Moscow - Just over five years 
after he signed the Belovezhsky 
documents, which broke up 
the Soviet Union, Bom Yeltsin 
is hoping to put pen to paper 
a gnin today, this tim e in an ef- 
fort to put parts of the former 
empire - Russia and Belarus - 
back together again. 

He is expected to meet his 
Belarussian counterpart, Alex- 
ander Lukashenko, to sign an 
accord over the creation of a 
union between the Slavic neigh- 
bours which, while falling short 
of fusing them into a single 
state, appears to be a big step 
towards reintegration. 


If it goes ahead, the signing 
D come after several days of 



Fire leaves 10,000 homeless 


Nearly 10,000 people were left homeless after a fire, 
blamed on children playing. ra 2 ed a slum in the Kenyan 
port dty of Mombasa. Reuters - Mombasa 


win come after several days of 
debate in Moscow's political cir- 
cles about the wisdom of press- 
ing on with reunification with 
an unrefonned and repressive 
Soviet-style nation whose eco- 
nomic woes could easily turn 
out to be an extra burden on 
Russia’s crippled exchequer. 

After negotiations which saw 
the head of Russia’s Security 
Council, Ivan Rybkin, fly to 
Minsk for last-minute talks. 


Mr Yeltsin’s spokesman yes- 
terday announced that the Pres- 
ident wanted to proceed. The 
Union Treaty was a “geopolit- 
ical necessity and an econom- 
ic reality”, he said. 

But it was unclear how 
weighty a document the two 
presidents will sign- The Krem- 
lin said Mr Yeltsin was propos- 
ing a shorter one than planned, 
which would state “in black and 
white that the parties will trans- 
form the Co mmuni ty of Russia 
and Belarus into a union and 
transfer some of their powers 
to the -union” But it also said 
Mr Yeltsin wanted a further 
month of discussion about a 
charter outlining the accord. 

ha doing so, he appears to 
have bowed to pressure from his 
own administration, which was 
deeply split over the issue. The 
union envisages co-ordinated 
economic, foreign and defence 
policies, without giving up na- 
tional sovereignty. While gen- 
erally favouring closer ties 
with Minsk, Boris Nemtsov and 
Anatoly Chubais - the youthful 
free-marketeers now calling • 
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the shots in the Russian gov- 
ernment - repeatedly feared it 
was being rushed through. 

Then reservations are shared 
fivefold by Russian liberals who 
balk at the idea of closer ties 
with Mr Lukashenko, whose hu- 
man-rights record is even worse 
than Mr Yeltsin's. 

Belarussian opposition lead- 
ers have been beaten and jailed, 
demonstrations have been bro- 
ken up by police using batons 
and tear gas, and the media 
have been censored.. 

Although a closer union of 
Russia and Belarus may cause 
frowns in the \*fest - particularly 


among Russia's Mg lenders, 
such asthe IMF- it offers do- 
mestic advantages to both lead- 
ers. Mr Lukashenko, 42, a 
former Soviet farm director, 
stands to increase his popular- 
ity in his 10 mJWozHStrotig na- 
tion, where be has cultivated a 
mood of nostalgia for the So- 
viet; Union. Belarussian na-. 
tionalists fiercely oppose it, but 
.they are a minority. 

He nwy also be covertly eye- 
ing the Russian presidency, al- 
though that wouldrequire the 
two countries folly to reunite, 
a process, that wfll take some 
years. Such a move would meet 


with cries of alarm in the West, 
ind 'particularly in the US, 
which has been embroiled in a 
. war of " words with Mr 
Lukashenko, culminating in 
the recent expulsion from Min- 
sk of two US diplomats. 

For . Mr Yeltsin, there are 
gams - but also possible losses. 
It wiH deepen nfts with ex-So- 
viet members of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States, 
which do not welcome the idea 
of a Russian super-state. The 
President of Ukraine, Leonid 
Kuchma, has said that different 
levels of unification in the CIS 
was an “absolute nonsense" 
.and would pave the way to its 
destruction. 

But a Rusaa-Belarus union 
would wm Mr Yeltsin much- 
needed applause at home, es- 
pecially among conservatives 
and. Communists: Many Rus- 
sians are unconcerned by Mr 
Lukashenko's murky rights 
.record, and would welcome a 
move to rebuild part of the So- 
viet Union and increase Russia's 
standing on the world stage -es- 
pecially given Nato’s eastward 


expansion. Moscow would ben- •" 
efit from securing a firmer V 
grasp on a corridor lathe West - - 
for its oil and gas exports, and 
by reconnecting businesses that . . 
split up when the USSR fold-. .. 
ed. The treaty is thought to - 
make commerce easier by pra- 
tearing property rights ana -nr 
admittedly loose language - 
“creating the conditions” for a . 
single currency, - 
But many warn that Russia’s 
largely privatised economy b ■ 
currently incompatible with Be-: 
larus's centrally planned and 


mostly state-owned one. 

Although Minsk has been . 
claiming growth in output, 
these figures are thought to he 
based on stockpiles of un- , .. 
wanted goods. It is, most ana- 
lysts agree, even worse off than - 
Russia. 

Ultimately, the success or - 
failure of today's events de- 
pends on whether the union fi- 
nally comes to fruition. It is 
worth remembering that a - 
batch of economic agreements 
signed a year ago by these two . . 
men are still widely ignored. 
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FIAT MAREA AND MAREA WEE 
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SaFe, sensible, practical, comfortable. If all these adjectives leave you in 
an abject state of depression, try them again. This time with the addition 
of one new phrase. 147 brake horse power. 

That’s exactly how much power you’ll find under the bonnet of 
the new Fiat Maren and Marea Weekend 2 litre ELX and HLX- And bv 


no coincidence, the award winning Fiat Coupe. . . - - 

The Coupe’s 'already critically acclaimed 2 litre, 20. valve, 5. cylinder 

e ng ine has now been harnessed to- refined- independent suspension 
to give not only excellent performance and handling but a smooth, 
comfortable ride: But comfort doesn’t stop with the suspension. J:.- 


The _ Fiflt And Marea' Weekend both have stylish exteriors 
and ergonomically designed interiors with room to spare: In the. Weeks's 
case 1.55m J of load space, spare. 

On top ?f tot. there's power wiring, central locking, .electric 
front wtadows. nn.BDS stereo nuiio-cassc.e, an electronic Immobilise,- 


— CARS SHOWN FIAT MAREA 20 HLX * DP. AND RAT MAREA WEEKEND 10 HLX S. DR WITH OPTIONAL AIR CQNDfTTONING (IN UBJ Of SUNROori AT £14*51.58 ON THE RQAQ. W 07574.10 QN THE ROAD REPEr-nvRY 
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■inked to looted Jewish Hinds 

American 
in search 



for Nazi gold 
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Dav *son 

America Corresoonripnt 

^ssaassss 

^ofgold,ca S h aad '^5: 

’ ^f°SL Wor,d ^ T - Mosttf 
tteof&eis, and feefrbootyend! 

W , .“..Brazil, a five-man presi- 
denLaJ commission, which in- 
cludes two Jews, beSns a 

government-funded offKalm! 

vesdgauon this week. UhoiSs 
EoSS? 1B taqUiries in 18 

"The aim is three-fold," said 
commission member Henrv So- 
bel semor rabbi at Sao l4uIo 
^nagogue. “One. to find out 
now many Nazis came to Brazil 
and how nmch they brought 
with them. Rvo, to trace what 
happened to those funds. And 
collaboration with the 
world Jewish Congress, to dis- 
tribute any recovered fimds to 
Holocaust survivors," 

Mr Sobel admitted the last 

f I JR5 
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omcezs in 
Brazilian firms after the war, 

coldd 56 Pressured 

JP make reparations rather than 

face negative publicity, be said. 
« I 5- A Jf en ™ a » w«re thou- 
sand of Nazi officers were wel- 
comed wth open aims at the 
end of the war by President 
Juan Peron, investigations are 
moving slowly. 

. . Last month, Presidem Carlos 
Menem s government said com- 
P et f Central Bank archives 
woidd be placed at the dispos- 
al of investigators from the Los 
Angeles-based Simon Wiesen- 
thaJ Centre. 

The centre had drawn up a 
hsi of 334 Nazi officers, their 
wives or girlfriends, and 
•Argentinian rankers suspected 
of holding looted Jewish fimds 
during and after the war. pear- 
ly this week, however, the Cen- 
tral Bank had not yet opened up 

the key archives, according to 
Sergio Widder, I Jtrn American 
representative of the Wiesenthal 
Centre. A separate report to be 


published ihis month by die Ar- 
gendiBan Jewish community. 
Based mostly on declassified 
United States documents, is 
expected to reveal the com- 
plicity between the Nazis and 
Juan Peron and his girlfriend 
and eventual wife, Eva. 

In the years after the war, 
“Eyita" reportedly travelled to 
Switzerland to lisiw between 
underground ex-Nazis on laun- 
dering their funds- through 
Switzerland to Axgentina. 

The Worid Jewish Congress 
believes that Swiss hanfo re- 
ceived gold ingots from the 
Nazis, melted them down in 
other forms and shipped them 
to Nazi accounts or deposit 
boxes in South America. 

There has long been specu- 
lation that semor Nazi officers 
used submarines to flee to Ar- 
gentina with their loot in a 
network aided by the Vatican 
and the Swiss-based Interna- 
tional Red Cross. Diveis 
are currently trying to find a 
U-boat off the southern city 
of Viedxna, in the hope, that 
it may cany gold or other 
treasure. 
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A Ji rowing an explosive device Into the sea at Vlora, Albania, hoping 
to catch stunned fish; violence has cut the country's food supply Photograph: Reuters 
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Denver 

The Coloradans called for jury 
service in the Oklahoma City 
bombing trial, like the rest of us 
in court, had all seen the TV 
film and photographs of Timo- 
thy McVtigh, the mass murder 
suspect in an orange prison 
jumpsuit with shorn hair and 
staring eyes. 

“T just saw that picture of him 
they showed over and over." 
said Juror 6SS. a woman in her 
sixties. Yet here he was in the 
flesh, nodding a polite heDo and 
balf-risng in his chair as he was 
introduced. He looked younger 
than 28, in brown suede shoes, 
khaki trousers and a mauve-blue 
shin with an open collar. 

He sat casually at the defence 
table, neither shackled nor in a 
dock. Jury selection in the Ok- 
lahoma City trial at times re- 
sembled some macabre, verv 
American gong show, complete 
with comic breaks. The first of 
several hundred likely to be wi- 
led ranged from a churchgoing 
“personal shopper" to an un- 
employed pipe-fitter who took 
the truth only from God. and 
was. therefore, ineligible. 

They were quizzed about 
how much they’ watched the OJ 
trial, brothers in the police 
force and how much they surfed 
the Internet They talked about 
their mental breakdowns and 
how often they liked to jpg. But 
the main question was whether 
they were prepared to sentence 
the young man sitting opposite 
to death. 

“How does the notion of a 
government-ordered execution 
strike youT a prosecutor asked 
Juror 855, who was posted near 
Cambridge with her Air Force 
husband and gpt much of her 
news, she said, from Reader's Di- 
gest and Garden and Home 
magazine. “In the right cir- 
cumstances, I believe it's right," 
she said firmly. 

The drawn-out jury selec- 


tion process is a much -criticised 
part of the great American tri- 
al. Lawyers use it to probe for 
1 potential jurors’ foibles, even as 
they cosy up to them in the only 
» chance they will haw to talk to 
them dirccih 1 . 

Mr McVeigh seemed watch- 
ful but remarkably relaxed, nei- 
ther nervous nor at a loss. At 
times he studied the jurors' 
questionnaires, his fingers laced 
together. Even in this emo- 
tionally charged setting, with 
I6S people dead and grieving 
relatives in court, the hearing 
ran from the mundane to mo- 
ments of absurd comedy. 

Juror tot) had been" hospi- 
talised for two breakdowns, and 
complained of stress. “You're 
not the only one that gels heart 
palpitations and shortness of 
breath in iron! of Judge 
Matsch." Mr McVeigh's attor- 
ney, Stephen Jones, told her, in 
one of several quips aimed at the 
judge. Under iwr dire rules. 
Judge Ridwrd Matsch and law- 
yers for boih sides must find b4 
jurors whir are "death qualified” 

- willing to pass a sentence of 
death - and not biased or unfit. 

Birth defence and prosecu- 
tion then have the chance to 
“bounce" 21) people for no rea- 
son, aiming to winnow the num- 
bers down m 1-2 jurors and six 
alternates. The prosecution says 
it will take two weeks to sit" a 
jury. The defence, promising a 
rigorous examination in The 
light of pre-trial news reports 
that Mr McVeigh confessed, 
says four. Mr McVeighs team 
includes the jure consultants 
who helped win u not-gufity ver- 
dict in the celebrity' rape trial of 
William Kennedy" Smith. 

In the wake of the Oklahoma 
City bombing. US Attorney' 
General Janet Reno promised 
that the culprits would face the 
ultimate penalty. 

If the jury in the Federal court 
finds him guilty, they must then 
consider the death penaltv in a 
separate hearing. 
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Lesley Cunliffe 


Lesley Cunliffe, who was born 
with every virtue and talent a 
good fairy could bestow, has 
died, aged 51, with her poten- 
tial apparently unfulfilled 
While she did not have the child 
or produce the body of work her 
admirers awaited with mount- 
ing frustration (procrastination 
was her greatest enemy), she left 
a more subtle legacy — in the 
remarkable number of friends 
and acolytes to whom her 
encouragement and direction 
was pivotal in their own suc- 
cesses. Like Sir John Betjeman, 
she had the gift of seeing the di- 
vine in the ordinary. Her vari- 
ation of this gift was in her 
ability to communicate to oth- 
ers her vision of the divine in 
themselves. 

She was bora Lesley Hume 
in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
Her mother. Patricia Spooner, 
bad careers in fashion, public re- 
lations and real estate and her 
father, Robert Hume, was an air 
force officer who then worked 
on building projects around 
the country. 

She was” educated at various 
Roman Catholic schools in 
America, and spent time in 
Alaska and in Haight Ashbury, 
San Francisco, before returning 
to New York, where she worked 
in television as assistant to 
Gabe Pressman of NBC News. 
In 1971 she married Marcus 
Cunliffe, the English- born au- 
thor of The Literature of the Unit- 
ed States (1954), who was 23 
years her senior and then Pro- 
fessor of American Studies at 
Sussex University. 

With him she wrote the pres- 
idential biographies for Burke *s 
Presidential Families of the USA 
(1975), voted Reference Book 
of the Year by the US Library 
Journal. 

In 1979, the year she sepa- 
rated from Marcus Cunliffe, she 
began her En glish journalistic 
career as a tea lady on Weekend 
magazine. She was swiftly head- 
hunted by Ann Barr to Harper’s 
& Queen, where she became a 
sub-editor before Barr Intro- 
duced her to the writer Craig 
Brown, having an inkling that 
the two would do well to col- 
laborate on articles. The col- 
laboration bore fruit in book 
form - The Dirty Bits (1981) 
and The Book of Royal Lists 


(1983). Cunliffe went oa to do 
A Child's Passport to Paris 
(1985) before talcing up various 
editorial positions - Beauty 
Editor of Tatter (1985-89), 
Beauty Editor of American 
Vogue (1989), Contributing 
Editor, of English Vogue 
(1990-96) - and becoming a 
freelance contributor to nu- 
merous publications including 
the Times Literary Supplement, 
Daily Telegraph , Sunday Times, 
Sunday Telegraph and Evening 
Standard. 

Her work for Vogre was char- 
acterised by her huge bank of 
knowledge - she was entirely 
self-educated and spent hours 
of eveiy day engrossed in every- 
thing from medical ency- 
clopaedias to histories of the 
police force to the interviews of 
Studs Terkel and Tony Parker, 
with whom she had much in 
common, being easily as sym- 
pathetic and extractive an 
interviewer. 

At Vbgue she would be called 
upon at the drop of a hat to 
write a profile of Norman 
Parkinson or the Sitwells, as she 
was probably the only person in 
the building who had all the 
knowledge necessary at her dis- 
posal It was better, in truth, to 
get her to write with an urgent 
deadline, as procrastination 
tended to make her make a mis- 
ery of anything with a long 
deadline. Her style sparkled 
with intelligence, knowledge 
and wit 

Her physical impact was al- 
ways dramatic. She was 30 when 
I fust met her in 1975 but jaws 
were still dropping open in the 
little coastal town of Cadaques 
in Spain where she had gone to 
recuperate from TB. Lesley 
Cunliffe viewed her looks, cor- 
rectly, as a genetic fait accom- 
pli rather than an achievement 
and as therefore unworthy of 
praise. She was completely “un- 
ion ks-ist" about others. I re- 
member congratulating her on 
her appearance, to which she 
replied matter-of-factly, “Oh 
Mary, thank you darling, but 
there was a time before 1 got TB 
when I could be certain that I 
would always be the best- 
looking person, male or fe- 
male. in any room. Now I’ve lost 
it Tm be ginning to realise how 
convenient it was . . 


I didn't know her before she 
managed to get TB from a 
Sherpa guide in Kathmandu, 
but it was a disease which suit- 
ed Cunliffe because there was 
nothing she liked more than be- 
ing ordered to rest on medical 
advice. It was heaven for her to 
be excused grown-up responsi- 
bilities, to stay in bed with 
books, being nuised and having 
a stream of fans come to her 
bed in the sanatorium with 
presents. 

When she was given the di- 
agnosis of inoperable stomach 
cancer in the early 1996, she told 
me, with typical childlike charm, 
that she wanted to die in her fiat 
in Bloomsbury so “we can play 
hospitals'*. 

Lesley Cunliffe was five foot 
ten and slim. She had a raven- 
ous appetite throughout her life 
and an enviable ability to con- 
sume huge numbers of calories 
without their making the slight- 
est impact on her elegant frame. 
Others might have a cheese 
sandwich for lunch but one 
could always depend on finding 
Cunliffe tucking into some- 
thing like minute steak with new 
potatoes and salad and red 
wine. The reliable presence of 
good food and wine, wardrobes 
full of beautiful dothes and 
huge white bath towels on her 
radiators were all elements 
in the creation of the joie de 
vivre which always surrounded 
her. 

Suffolk was her favourite 
county and in London she pre- 
ferred the Georgian rooms of 
Bloomsbury. Once she lived in 
a converted Georgian billiard 
hall positioned oddly in the 
back garden of a house in 
Rugby Street. 

She always induced happiness 
in her visitors. Her eclectic 
style combined utter elegance 
with an eye for the witty. She 
owned one of the earliest plas- 
tic tomatoes from a hamburg- 
er joint, which was supposed to 
be filled with ketchup. She 
filled it with washing-up liquid. 
It was so hideous it was funny. 

In her decorative taste, sim- 
ple classic elegance would be 
offset by the quirkiest of paint- 
ings and objects - among her 
junk-shop finds was a naive 
p aintin g which, authenticated by 
Eardley Knollys, turned out to 


be of Marcel Duchamp playing 
chess with Bunuel, painted by 
bis wife. 

She owned a clockwork di- 
nosaur which spat fire and, 
when she lived with Craig 
Brown, the pair, whose childlike 
natures exactly complemented 
one another's, were always buy- 
ing things like indoor fir^orks. 
I remember going shopping 
with them once around 1981 
and as we walked through the 
centre of Lewes in Sussex, 
Brown suddenly propelled Cun- 
liffe to a shop window . . 
“Look, Lesleyl Toys!” 

She also possessed a tapestty 
cushion showing a husky in 
Alaska that anyone else would, 
have overlooked. She was 
proud of her ability to spot not 
just things but people “who no 
one else would have thought 
of”, as she would drawl in her 
characteristic American bari- 
tone. Among the roilcall of 
male admirers were the poet 
fed Hughes, the writer Hugh 
Massingberd, the journalist 
Stan Gebler Davies and the 
cartoonist Mkhael Heath. 

One reason why Lesley Grn- 
lifie was loved not just for her 
life-enhancing, witty company 
and the aesthetic pleasures of 
being with her or on her premis- 
es, was that she excelled at flat- 
tery. One always felt really 
good when with her and came 
naturally to associate her with 
happiness. Yet, though the skill 
of flattery is much less used in 
rhis country than in Amer ica, 
she was never fulsome, nor in- 
sincere. She would find a gen- 
uine quality to praise and 
people who genuinely did have 
talent -who were too lazy, lack- 
ing in connections or opportu- 
nities to express it. Then she 
would insist that doors were 
opened for them, would steer 
them through and they would 
succeed - buoyed tty their 
belief in Cunliffe's belief in 
them. 

Following her bout of TB she 
never felt that welL Symptoms, 
sometimes psychosomaric, often 
came over her and the fatigu- 
ing pace of her life could make 
her want to close down and go 
to bed, despite her social 
arrangements. “I can't take any 
more stimulation,” she would 
groan from a Georgian daybed 



CunMfK versatile, eclectic, ‘uniooics-tet', a writer of intelligence, knowfadge and wit 


surrounded by dozens of lilies 
sent by men m km with her. Of- 
ten there would be a female 
devotee present whose pur- 
pose, as the writer Andrew 
Barrow accurately described 
my own in the early 1980s, was 
to be a “lady in waiting”. 

Once Cunliffe felt she 
couldn't face dinner. It was 


posed to be meeting would 
already sitting down at their 
table in the restaurant How 
could she let them know since 
it was Langan’s Brasserie, there 
would be hundreds of diners 
present and she did pot know 
in what name their table had 
been booked. 

She rang and exercised her 
charm. “You'D easily be able to 
pick them out,” she said. 
‘They’ll be the fattest and ugli- 
est in the restaurant” Within 
minutes a waitress had identi- 


fied them and brought them to 
the. telephone. As I say, she was 
not at all looks-ist 

There was chain-smoking, 
for too much coffee every day 
which made her jittery, a frus- 
trating inclination to read 
Patrick biker’s horoscopes in 
the Evening Standard ana then 
obey what she imagined to be 
his . . . aB th gy factors 
combined to thwart her full po- 
tential, though what she did 
write was always stimulating, 
acute and memorable. Her ver- 
satility as a journalist was strik- 
ing- whether writing apolitical 
study of Alaska where she had 
lived, serious interviews with 
leading feminists of the; day, 
beauty writing for Toiler, fash- 
ion writing for JfcgMe or ferret- 
ing out unusual and amusing 
details for her Book of Royal 
Lists. 

She was religious (a Catholic) 


and her superstitious nature 
would have rejoiced in the fact 
that she died on Good Friday 
and at the moment when the 
comet Hale-Bopp, was mid- 
way between its closest align- 
ment to the sun and the earth 
before skeetering off into space 
for the next four and a half 
thousand years. 

When, on berdeathbed, Les- 
ley Canfiffe expressed regret for 
her lack of achievement one of 
her friends, Ann Carey, said: 
“But you’ve made the greatest 
achievement of all. You’ve been 
loved for yourself alone.” 

MaiyKiHen 


Lesley Hume, journalist .and 
writer bom Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts 21 May 2945; married 
1971 Marcus Cunliffe (died 
1990; marriage dissolved 1980); 
died Adderbiuy, Oxfordshire 28 
March 1997. 



Fred Spielman 




Sptehnan: *tan-<fe-d*-de-da > f Cove to ptay this meiody' 


Though his songs were sung by 
Bing Crosby, Hank Sinatra and 
Judy Garland, the name of 
Fred Spielman (as Fritz Spiel- 
mann railed himself in Ameri- 
ca) is little known today. One 
of several Viennese composer 
musicians who fled to the Unit- 
ed States in the late Thirties, his 
work never achieved the sort of 
sustained popularity that led to 
public recognition, though his 
work encompassed Broadway, 
Hollywood (where he was un- 
der contract to MGM) and Tin 
Pan Alley. 

He was born in Vienna in 
1906, and displayed an early flair 
for the piano and for composi- 
tion, in which he was encour- 
aged by his engineer father. He 
studied at the Music Academy 
of Vienna under Joseph Marx, 
but on leaving abandoned plans 
to be a concert pianist and in- 
stead took wort: in night-cluhs 
and composed popular songs. 


one oft 

den Scffinkehfleckeri aHeweildas 
Fleisch VersteckeriT became a 
hit. With the rise of Nazism, he 
went to Paris and just before the 
outbreak of war managed to 
leave on one of the last shipsfor 
Cuba. There he married; and 
with his wife sailed for New 
York to settle on the. Upper 
West Side. 

One of h is first composi- 
tions, “Shepherd Serenade” 
(1941, lyrics by Kennit Goell) 
became a hit with best-selling 
recordings by both Bing Cros- 
by and the Horace Heidt band. 
He teamed with George Gersh- 
win's brother Arthur to write the 
score for a Broadway musical, 
The Lady Says Yes (1945), star- 
ring Carole Landis, but the 
only song to stop the show was 
an interpolation by another 
composer, and the show lasted 
only 11 weeks. Spielman then 
decided to move to Hollywood, 


where he had sJready provided; 
material for the’ Andrews Sisters 
to perform in their roles as mu- 
nition workers in Swingtime 
Johnny (1943). 

After providing songs for 
Ann Dvorak in her role as a 
dance-hall hostess in Abilene 
Town (1946), he signed a con- 
tract with MGM as a house 
composer. For Luxury Liner 
(1948), a glamorous piece of es- 
capism m which Jane Bswell was 
a stowaway on the finer cap- 
tained tty her father, Spielman 
provided a lilting Viennese 
waltz, “Spring Came Back to Vi- 
enna” (with Janice Tbrre and 
Fritz Rotter), while for In the 
Good Old Summertime (1949) * 
he wrote for Judy Garland avi- 
brant ballad, “Merry Christmas” 
(lyrics by Janice Tbrre). Though 
tender and touching, it lacked 
the appeal to become a holiday 
standard. . 

Spielman never wrote com- 


' " • - 

ptete strifes . for MGM musicals, 
but contributed numbers to Big 
City (1948), The Duchess of 
Idaho f}95Q) and most of the 


songs for Tom Thumb (1958). In 
1950 he had a surprise hit with 


a melody composed during his 
childbbod days at the Academy. 
Adapted as “One Finger 
Melody” by AJ Hoffman and 
Kerrnit Goell, it was recorded 
by Frank Sinatra and spent 16 
weeks on the Hit Parade. (Its 
lyrics. “Yum-de-darde-da, I love 
to play this melody . . ”, pre- 
cluded its becoming a lasting, 
standard) “Paper Roses”, a 
country^and-westem songwrit- 
teu in I960, became a hit 13 
years later when recorded by 
Marie Osmond, and in 1962 he 
provided a song for the EMs 
Presley musical Girts, Girls, 
Girls.- 

In 1969 be and Janice Tbrre 
composed the score for a tele- 
vision musical, The Stingiest 


Mon in Town, based on A 
Christmas Carol. The stany 
cast included Baal Rathbone (as 
Scrooge), Vic Damone, Patrice 
Munsel, Johnny Desmond and 
Martyn Green, and the Co- 
lumbia LP of the soundtrack is 
now a collectors’ item. 

Spielman's final hit came by 
chance when in 1990 the jazz 
singer-pianist Shirley Horn was 
watching a Joan Crawford Shn, 
Torch Song (1953), in the mid- 
dle of the night and was taken 
by a ballad sung by the star 
(“ghosted” by India Adams). 
Galled “You Won't Forget Me” 
it was written by Spielman and 
Kennit Goell, and had been to- 
tally forgotten. Horn recorded 
it and it topped the jazz charts. 

Tom Vallance 


FrUz Spielmonn (Fred Spiel- 
man), composer bom Vienna 20 
November 1906; married; died 21 
March 1997. 


Yorozuya Kinnosuke 


An actor can change his name 
and even his sex in the hothouse 
world of the .Japanese kabuki 
theatre. 

One of Japan's most popular 
actors. Yorozuya Kinnosuke. 
known to his fans as “Kin- 
chan”, who appeared in many 
sword-fight films and televi- 
sion scries after making his 
debut on the kabuki stage, was 
born Kip'ichi Ogawa into the 
distinguished Nakamura kabu- 
ki dynasty, in which his father 
was the leading actor Tolcizo 
Nakamura Iff. Kinnosuke’ s rel- 
atives were all kabuki players. 
But it was his peculiar misfor- 
tune io be bom as the youngest 
of three brothers - his two el- 
der brothers got all the best 
parts. As the batty of the fami- 
ly. he made his first appearance 
on stage at the age of three, 
spouting lines he could hardly 
have comprehended in a high- 


pitched falsetto. He was con- 
sidered a very talented child. 

After graduating from 
junior high school in 1948, be 
followed in the theatrical foot- 
steps and adopted the distinc- 
tive acting style of his father, 
who was a first-class onnagata 
-a term for which our “female 
impersonator” is much too 
crude a translation. Female 
roles in kabuki are always 
played by men, and some of 
these artists portray certain 
types of women so perfectly that 
gebha and maiko (apprentice 
geisha) study their perfor- 
mances to learn subtleties of 
feminine refinement in dress 
and comportment. Indeed, the 
males who play onnagata are 
more womanly than any real 
woman, and that is part of 
their eternal fascination. 

Kinnosuke was a good- 
looking youth, a fine natural ac- 


tor with a pleasant voice. His 
ability to incarnate all the 
charms and adopt the psycho- 
logical complexities of ravish- 
ingly lovely princesses or 
glamorous laities of the night 
was so outstanding that when, 
in 1953, at the age of 21, he 
crossed over the sexual divide 
and started playing male parts, 
his defection from the ranks of 
true onnagata was frit by his fens 
to be a tragic loss to the tradi- 
tion. He had conquered, and 
broken, many hearts in both 
men and women. 

He had hoped that fay chang- 
ing to male characters he might 
be able to rise in the family hi- 
erarchy dominated by his two el- 
der brothers. The fact that he 
could only obtain minor roles in 
which to display his virtuosity 
as an onnagata bad always 
made him feel frustrated and 
discontented with kabuki. 


One day in 1954, he was 
playing his usual small male part 
on stage, and did not know that 
in the audience at the Kabuki- 
za was a celebrated singer of 
enka or popular sentimental 
songs, HIbari (“The Lark”) 
Misora. She was looking for a 
suitable male actor to play her 
lover in the film version of a 
jidaigefa or period drama, fol- 
lowing her great success that 
year in the film of Yasunari 
Kawabata’s novel Izu no odariko 
(The Izu Dancer”, 1925). 

Kinnosuke jumped at the 
chance to escape the domina- 
tion of the kabuki hierarchy. But 
his father was enraged at Ins de- 
fection, and made him promise 
never to sully the boards of 
kabuki again, a promise his 
son had no difficulty in keeping. 

That first film with Misora 
wa sHyodorizoshi (ThJe of the 
Brown-Eared Bulbul”), one of 


the big hits of 1954. It brought 
Kin-chan a contract with the 
Tbei film company, which was 
starting a new line in juvenile 
adventure serials. Television 
had only just begun appearing, 
so the cinema was stifitne main 
form of popular entertainment. 
But most films were for adults, 
so when Kin-chan started ap- 
pearing in films especially 
targeted at young audiences, 
his popularity sorted rising 
and gave birth to the social 
phenomenon known as “the 
Kin-chan Boom-n”. 

Thus Be led the way for many 
kabuki actors to make their 
names in the cinema. Kin- 
chan’s other films include Fue- 
fuld doji (“Child Hute-Player”) 
with its femoos theme song, and 
Hard Kujaku (“Red Peacock” ), 
followed in the late 1950s by vir- 
tuoso character portrayals of the 
brutal 16th-century tyrant (also ' 


S 


a patron of the tea ceremony 
and other arts) OdaNobunaga, 
and of the great swordsman 
Miyamoto Musashi, la films 
named after them. Such suc- 
cesses led to the founding of his 
own Nakamura production 
company in 1968, when he be- 
gan appearing in hit television 
series like Haruno sakamichi 
Spring Slope”) and Kazure 
'kami (“Wolf Samurai Boy”). 

In 1972, he changed his name 
to Yorozuya Kinnosuke. He 
was now free to fry new themes 
and eroand the traditional 
forms of lutitigeJa, which became 
much more realistic; with real- 
ly gory sword-fights and hara- 
kiri But m 1982 Nakamura 
Productions went bankrupt, 
and Kinnosuke collapsed with, 
myasthenia: he could hot even 
open his eyes. But in 1984 he 
made a miraculous recovery 
and was honoured with a oome- 


back in a television special of 
Kirzure Okami. 

la July 1996, he had an oper- 
ation for throat cancer. The sur- 
geon had assured him he would 
not lose his vedoe, which indeed 
was unimpaired, and he began 
preparing for another come- 
back. But it was not to be. In any 
case, die almost total destruction 
of the Japanese countryside by 
building speculation and con- 
crete river-banking made it im- 
possible to find authentic 
location settings for jidaigekt. 

Yorozuya Kinnosuke had 
been the only remaining hope 
for the genre’s survival, so his 
death marks the passing of 
great Japanese acting and film 
traditions. 


James Kirfcnp 


Tbrozuya Kinnosuke, acton bom 
Tokyo 20 November 1932; died 
Kashiwa City 10 Marck l997. 
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Pupul Jayakar. better known as 
India's “cultural tsarina”. 


presided colossus-1 ike over the 
country's cultural scene for 
nearly 40 yeats, exposing its 
many facets overseas through 
expensive promotional extrav- 
aganzas in the 1970s and 198th. 

Jayakar’s closeness to three - 
succeeding prime ministers - . 
Jawabarial Nehru, bis daughter 
Indira Gandhi and her son Ra- 
jiv- helped firmly establish her 
cultural suzerainty. And by the 
early 1980s Jayakar’s immense 
latent, ^ t fKihr»fl^Bcd hau gh t in e s s 
and arrogance, which she made 
little effort to hide, made her a 
formidable force, often hated 
and feared in New Delhi’s in- 
cestuous power circles. But 
when the face-off with Rajiv 
Gandhi finally came, following 
court intrigues in the late 19SOs 
she quietly relinquished power 
and retired to her flat in Bom- 
bay, busying herself with writing 
and advising on cultural matters. 

Jayakar had an unerring eye # 
for excellence. She talent- 
spotted people long before they 
blossomed and encouraged sev- 
eral painters and artists who are 
today household names in In- 
dia. She was a good organiser, 
tirelessly promoting local hand- 
loom and handicraft products 
and establishing the Indian Na- 
tional Thist for Art and Cultural 
Heritage (INTACH), primari- 
ly to preserve decaying monu- 
ments, in the early 1980s. 

She also opened several de- 
sign workshops, devised mar- 
keting strategies to develop 
traditional crafts and started the 
National Crafts Museum in the 
late Eighties and, in 1990, the 
National Institute of Cushion 
Technology in New Delhi. 

But Jayakar used India’s cul- 
tural vastness as a lever of pow- A 
er. She began by organising 
cultural festivals during the m- 
teraal emergency declared by In- 
dira Gandhi in tne mid-I97(k, to 
divert attention from the sus- 
pension of cavil liberties which 
was brutally imposed. These 
were followed by the grandiose 
and hugely expensive Festivals 
of India in London, ftuis and 
America lasting several months 
in the early 1980s and the polit- 
ically correct Apna Utsav or 
“Our Festivals" in Rajiv Gand- 
hi's time which earned the silver- 
haired and plump Jayakar the 
sobriquet of “cultural tsarina”. 

She travelled extensively to 
remote places in India, seeking 
out local handicrafts and tradi- 
tional skills and was a cultural 
chameleon, at home in con- 
trasting milieux. Convinced she 
could do no wrong, she said 
once, “I do not have to justify 
my actions to anyone. I can look 
bade with satisfaction that I have 
lit a few lamps in this country.” A. 

Bora in 1915 into a Brahmin 
family from the western state of 
Gujarat, Jayakar was tutored 
privately at borne by an Irish 
governess employed by her fa- 
ther, who was a member of 
the Indian Civil Service. She 
attended Bedford College in 
London before graduating 
from the London School of 
Economics in 1936. 

On returning home she mar- 
ried Manmohan Jayakar, a bar- 
rister, and settled down in 
Bombay where she launched 
Toy Can, an English-language 
children's magazine Illustrated 
by Jamini Roy and M J 7 . Hus- 
sain, two of India's best-known 
painters. In 1940 she was ap- 
pointed to the National Plan- 
ning Committee headed by Sr 
Nehru and came into dose 
contact with Indira Gandhi 
who, on becoming prime min- 
ister in 1966, appointed Jayakar 
as her cultural adviser. 

During the late 1940s Jayakar 
had become an ardent follow- 
er of the philosopher and 
theosophist J. Krishnamurti 
and wrote his biography which 
was published in Britain in 
1986. She also wrote Earthen 
Drum (1981), an illustrated 
book on India's mural art forms, 
and The Buddha (1982), a philo- 
sophical treatise for young peo- 
ple. A gracious and charming 
conversationalist and host, she 
had impeccable taste in dothes 
and was a graceful mixture of 
Indian and western traditions. 


I"; 


J 


Kuldlp Singh 


Pupul Mehta, cultural adviser, 
bom Etowah, India 11 Septem- 
ber 1915; married 1937 Man- 
mohan Jayakar ( died 1972; one 
daughter); died Bombay 29 
March 1997. 
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BIRTHS 


RANDLE: To Karen (o£e Rydsus) 
and Antony, a daughter, Madeleine 
Charlotte Anne, oa 26 March 1997, 
a sjmct in Alice and Arthur. 


DEATHS 

BROWN: Professor Sir Malcolm 
Bratra, [bnnar Director of the British 
Geological Survey, pasted away 
peacefully on 27 March 1997 in Ox- 
ford. after a short illness. Darling 
hudnadofSallyaadnucb-kwedaep- 
fcuher to Polly and \fema. Funeral ser- 
vice si Si Andrew's Church. Old 
Heading! on. Oxford, on Thursday 10 
ApriLat 1 JOpm. Farnih? Dowers only 
please; donations if desired to Sir 
nfichad SobcH House maybe real lo 
Reeves & Pain. 288 Abakan Road. 
Oxford OXt-fTE. 

HAWKINS: Freda £, on 14 March 
1997. Professor Emeritus in Political 
Science at the University of Tbroato 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Rosalind Buzford, of London, 
lawltar aistcrSytvra Green, of W- 
mg. England, together with her 
to pper husband Gordon, her other 
reanuce.eoiir«giies and many fH.TK fti 
mourn her passing in tier 7»h year 

At her request there wiD be no femeral 

«rnce. It would however be appro- 
prime that any expressions oTcon- 
doicncc take the form of itanitm 
toOxfam. 


and author of 1 ugnQkant works in the 
immigration field. Her daughter, 


For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES* 

DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 
2011 I 'M h o p rOii fnV ii ufc iinii ldw. 0171- 
2932012) or fee to 0171-ZSB 201& Char- 
ges are charge £&50 a tine (VAT csm). 


Birthdays 


Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, Second 
Sea Lord, and Commander in Chief 
Naval Home Command. 54; Sir Jack 
Brabham, racing driver, 71; Sir Gra- 
ham Bright MP, 55; Mr Linford 
Christie, athlete, 37; Mr Richard 
CoHinge, cricketer, SI: Air Marshal 
Sr Geoffrey Dbenin. 79; Sir Richard 
Dobbs, former Lord-Lieutenant of 
County Antrim, 78; Sir Christopher 
France, former senior civil servant, 
65; Mr George MacDonald Fraser, 
author and journalist, 72; Mr ftiul 
Gamtacdni, disc jockey, 48; Miss 
Catherine Gaskin, romantic novelist, 
68; Mr Brian Glover, actor. 63: Mrs 
Myra Green, director of the E as t Eu- 
ropean Partnership, VSO, 59; Mr 
Raymond Gubbay. conceit promot- 
er, 51; Sir Aiec Guinness, actor, S3; 
The Right Rev Richard Hawkins, 
Suf&a gin Bis h o p ofCredhon. 58; Mi 


Barry Hills, racehorse trainer, 60: Sir 
Ian Hunt er, impresario, 78; Miss 
Penelope Keith, actress, 57; Sir Pe- 
ter Middleton, a deputy chairman.' 
BZW Banking Division, Barclays 
Bank. 63; Maj-Gen Christopher 
Popham, fanner director, British 
Atlantic Committee. 70: Mr Michael 
Rioello, sculptor and coin designer, 
7L Sir Denis Rooke, former chair- 
man, British Gas, 73; Miss Sne 
Ibwnsend, author, 51, Mr Denis 
TUohy, broadcaster. 60. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Charlemagne (Charles L, 
Caxohis Magnus) King of the Pranks 
and Emperor of the West. 742; 


and engraver, 1647; rr&nz Lachner, 
composer and conductor, 1803; Hans 
Qtnstiaji Andersen, author, 1805; 
Tfcod n lo Mab el! mf , conductor and 


composer, 1817; W illiam Holman 
Hunt, Pre-Raphaelite painter, 1827; 
Leon Gambetta, rntwmim, 1838; 
Emil e-Edo oar d Charfcs-Antoioe 
Zola, novelise, 1840; Sir Neville Car- 
dus, cricket and music writer, 1889; 
Jack Buchanan, actor and singer, 
1891; Max Ernst, Surrealist painter 
and sculptor, 1891; Serge Lifar, 
choreographer, 1905. Deaths: Ger- 
ard EdeBn c k. engraver. 1707; Hon- 
ord-Gabriel Riqnetti, Comte de 
Mlrabcnu, politician and writer. 
1791; Richard Cbbden, politician, 
1865 Samuel Finley Breese Morse, 
inven t or, 1872; Edward O'Connor 
Terry, actor and theatrical manager, 
1912; Vxbhaji Ranjitsmghi. Mahara- 
ja of Nawadagar, cridxter, 1933; Jean 
^jacin. film director 1953; Walling, 
ford Rlegger. composer, 1961; Cedi 
Scott Forester, novelist.- 1966; 
GeorgesJean Raymond ftnnpidou, 
President of France, 1974. On this 


day: the Royal Society was granted 
its Charter, 1663; the Mint of the 
.. United States was established, 1792; 
■ the naval Battle of Copenhagen was 
’ fought, 1801; the first parliament of 
Italy met at-Thrin, I860; Zazd, an ac- 
robatic lady, was fired from a cannon 

at a London areas, 1877; the Oxford 
and Cambridge Boat Race was first 
broadcast, 1927; the operetta Merit 
V En&tmd, by Sr Edward Gennan, was 
, first performed, London, 19Q2; Sand- 
hurst and Woolwich were combined 
to form the Royal Military Academy 
ar Sandhurst. 1946; the United Na- 
tions Security Council voted to place 
- fanner Japanese-held PadSc Islands 
under United States trusteeship. 
1947; Nitto Allied Command, Eu- 
rope was set up; 1951; Argentina in- 
vaded and captured the Falkland 
• Islands, 19S2. Today is the Feast Day 
of Saints Apphian and Theodosia, St 
. Francis of Paote, St John Payne, St 


Mary of Egypt, St Nicerius or Ntaer 
of Lyons and St Zoslmus. 


Lectures 

National Gallery; Mari Griffith, 
“Couples (1): Wright of Derby, Mr 
and Mrs Thomas Cabman ", 1pm 


Appointments 
Judge David Clarks QC, to be a Se- 
nior Circuit Judge on the Northern 

Qrniii. sitting at Liverpool Com- 
bined Court 

Lady Brittan, Dr John Mayberry Ms 
Airne Owen, Professor Antm Shen; 
Rutflt Sbndhl and Mrs Rosemary 
Thomson, to bcmembeisof the Lord 
Chwwefiortr Advisory Committee on 
Legal Education and Conduct 
Mr Justice Tbfclson, to be a Presid- 
ing Judge of the Western Circuit. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TtaDochca ofCHooeetcropeM the Ben- 
nion Centre mul the Bradpuc Mental 
Henhfl Unit at Glen Odd, Leicester, the 
Ro>al l am u m hire, RutbndaaJ ‘Bftcfiflfc 
pooctytbrihe Wind \wycumc Horne Pro- 
MnimlL LcicestenMre, sad the 
HmcUcy and District Museum, Hinckley. 
LCkXSlCTSirire; nod a.-, Pa Iron. RVial As- 

KKtaiinn of Gifted OiUdrco, attends a din- 
ner lotnnrk the Association's .Wth 
anniversary ai Hammer tnlcmntajiwl Ho- 
tel, Hinckley. The Duke oT Kent visits the 
Wcbh Qaindl for Voluntary Action. Llyt 
Iron Caerphilly, Mid GkHPurean, Ocean 
TkJmka! Glass Ltd. CanfifI B?y. CwdiH. 
and ’nwhiutpica Science Discovery Cca- 
tre. GmWr Bay, and as Grand Mooter, the 
United Grand Lodge of England, attends 
a dinner at Masonic HnH CardilT. or 

Changing the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment mounts tho Queen’s t Jfn Guard at 
Ha rm Guards. 11 am; 1 st BamUinn Scots 
yuaps m otmtK the Queen's Guard, as 
®™»pam fefan. UJOum, hand pw- 
«dcd by the Grenadier Guards. v . 

. _ 





* 



17 


K 

•r 

*' 

le 

»■' 

a? 

rt 

te: 

r 

** 

**-: 


t. , 


jJ^ 

c 

K) 

»>: 

V*. 

fc” 

Ml 

l*-.: 

«:* 

£ 


s 


•■'liL- 


£ 



° me children are u- 

naughty," said a sraakerirt w ^^a«fiMyrobe pushed from 
n ■ n i e NAS/UWt pfllar to post, because aftorpffl^r-and- 

5X renreb& ^oJ5i h ^ P^t they move on to crime. It is 
^ wonderfully miaint TnI!T won& m Pnnople, to label children 
^te, Blayte . Violm y^ta* : negatively. Tttspofr* is oftenSiS 
pa thic, even. But naughty 0 35 P 0 ^ 1031 wwrcctness, hot is an impor- 

7“ ere . ,s a growing problem c& a- S? f - as P ect of inclusive education. 
SPbnetn our schools even f *vf" the speaker who labelled 

NAS/UWT has a vested interes/hi ?°.. mc c ^ rftn ” yesterday as “just 
exaggeration. It has dedded tW P^ nau ^y"> was notjust quaint, she 

pitch m the battle to rSfmi ™ wron & Children may double 
1S *° m ^ ce an issue of classroom all things* and they may persist in doing 
order, the theme of its conferenced 5 em * to labe * them » to «P on 
the schoolmasters and women thenL was worrying, too, was her 

sometimes sound as if thdrSJES^S? T? rd “ nau 8 ht y”> ***<* 

sion is to exclude as many ^ would ironnaDy only apply to primaxy- 

sible, rt is because it is mSSSwSF^ sch .°° 1 cbadre t L To write off children 
recruitment c ^ irredeemable before the age of 11 
which believes m“LcIusiv?-*Ii ? to abdicare responsibility. Even if a 

ThisweeM,eIfoSrf^,^ sduatioa few children are In feet irJecoveraWy 
starklydiW^erS^^^f 16 that cannot be t£^v^ 

disruptive children assumption of public policy. 


the leader page 


now that’s naughty 


a^RSKssss 



pure |nui«^«H UCi MB 

practice, the laudable 




1 >MV umiuvni <11111 UX UJUU- 

sfveness (once known as the compre- 
hensive principle) is so far from bein g 

the NUT k debate, in which Mainly, due to government policy, 

the NAS/UWT i&tio'Sf pnna P le while more than 1 1,000 children are excluded 
ity .Itfcriohr ^ “PfCMlrnd- every >*ar - triple the number three 
schools should r™ P nna P le ’. | tbat all years ago. This educational underclass 
motive dSdl?- 6 a a ^ muJate **»- has been created partly by the intro- 
behaviour it iHIIr and . cba PS® Jheir duction of league tables, which give 
dumo nmhicm^ F 1 pnociplCf to headteachers an incentive to use exdu- 
dump problem children m special units, sion as a form of post-entry selection. 



ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON EM SDL 
TELEPHONE OT71-2S3 2000 / 0171-345 2000 FAX 0TT1-293 2435 / 0J71-345 2435 


If your exam results are likely to bring 
down the average, then make sure your 
top button is done up, or out you go. 

TheNAS/UWT wants the underclass 
to grow. This is the union that threat- 
ened to strike in the Ridings school, 
Halifax, and Manton junior school, 
Worksop, if disruptive children were 
not excluded. It is the union whose 
leader, Nigel de Gruchy, last month 
called for 100,000 disruptive pupils to 
be transferred to special schools so that 
teachers could get on with teaching. 

While having sympathy with the 
problems that teachers face in many 
schools trying to maintain discipline 


and order, the de Gnichy solution is the 
wrong one. But the direction of edu- 
cation policy cann ot be reversed over- 
night, and the union is right to focus on 
classroom discipline as a problem to be 
solved rather than as a sociological phe- 
nomenon to be explained. There are 
analogies here with the Blairist formula 
on crime, a closely-related issue. Gov- 
ernment and schools must be tough on 
mdjasripline and cough on the causes of 
indiscipline. 

This means that children who disrupt 
the education of their peers must con- 
tinue to be removed from the class- 
room. League tables should be pre- 


sented in terms of “added value", in 
order to reduce the incentive to dficaid 
low achievers, but disruptive chjforen 
must be naldessly and feiriy draft with. 

Much more attention must be paid, 
however, to those who are excluded, 

and ro the causes of their exclusion* At 

the moment, the situation is chaotic. 
Neither central government nor local 
councils know how many children are 
not at school for disciplinary reasons. 
According to an Ofeted report last year, 

pupa referral units, which are suppose 

to provide these chil dren with tuition, 
are expensive but do not provide good 
value for money. And because most 
children are excluded from school 
“permanently", the system is not 
to getting them back into main- 
stream education. 

The causes of the breakdown of 

order in so many schools are many and 

complex. Problems that begin in the 
home are exacerbated by the gjamor- 
isation of violence and materialism in 
popular culture, and are allowed to 
flourish by the disorder encroaching on 
our public spaces generally. 

But it is in primary schools that 
many of the causes can be dealt with, 
or at least mitigated. As teachers in 
Bournemouth testified yesterday, dis- 
cipline is increasmgly a problem in this 
age-group, although stories of chair- 
throwing five-year-olds have to be 
treated as curios rather titan as bases of 
sound policy. It is important that all 


primary schools have a disciplinaiy 
code: it does not really matter which of 
many good schemes is adopted, as long 
as it is clear, and clearly communicated 
to parents. This, rather than labelling 
children “plain naughty", is the way for- 
ward. And in this, the teaching unions 
arc also right: discipline and order in the 
classroom should be at the forefront of 
the Great Education Debate which 
ought to be dominating this election but 
sadly, as yet. is not. 

Puppets on the 
political stage 

I n the hackneyed comedy that is 
contemporary British politics, the 
Liberal Democrats' theme of yesterday 
was to present Tony Blair and John 
Major as Punch and Judy. This is an 
intriguing piece of casting. Was there 
something about the Labour leader's 
physiognomy that suggested the brute 
with the baton? Was it the weakness of 
Mr Major's political position that sug- 
gested him as the female (now there's 
sex stereotyping for you). But the Lib 
Dcms have not unfolded the whole plot 
yet. Are we supposed to think of their 
party as the Policeman in the playlet, 
keeping Punch and Judy honest? Mod- 
esty forbids, but surely the role of Croc- 
odile belongs to the newspaper press. 
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Reservations 
about new 
doctors’ oath 

Sin Thank you for informing us that 
the British Medical Association has 
updated the Hippocratic Oath on 
our behalf f report 28 March). As a 
member of the BMA and a 
practising clinician in a teaching 
hospital, I have had no prior 
warning of this and would 
appreciate the opportunity to make 
some comments. 

While welcoming the excision of 
Apollo, Aesculapius and, “all the 
gods and goddesses", and agreeing 
to leave cutting people ‘labouring^ 
under the stone” to my esteemed 
urological colleagues, I nevertheless 
have some serious reservations 
about the proposed new oath. 

First, there is the removal of the 
vow to abstain from the seduction 
of patients. Had that part become 
unnecessary? Sadly not, as cases 
over recent years have shown. 

Many patients put themselves in a 
vulnerable and potentially 
compromising position with 
members of our profession, 
trusting that doctors will not take 
advantage. We should not hesitate 
to assert that we will not. 

Second, there is the agreement 
to carry out abortions “within an 
ethical and legal framework" . The 
chairman of the BMA has stated 
his intention that this oath should 
come into use by every doctor from 
every medical school. Will they be 
obliged to sign? Will abortion 
under certain circumstances 
become a duty? 

I welcome an update in the 
language of the Hippocratic Oath, 
but I deplore the change in its 
spirit, when our medical students 
graduate, I shall be advising them 
not to sign. 

HUGH J THOMSON 
Consultant Surgeon 
Birmingham 

Sir The proposed rewriting of the 
Hippocratic Oath brings to mmd 
Labour’s rewriting of Clause Fbur. 
Both prompt the question: how do 
wc come to be living in such 
cocksure times that we think our 
own (often semi-literate) versions 
arc superior to those of the 

^TTic tail end of the 20th centinyis 
hardlv ever going to be *^ bed !jj r 
posterity as an age 
Dumbinc-down greed, yes. Wisdom 
and insight? You must be joking. 

IAN FUNTOFF 

Ltvidop SW6 

The Civil Service: 
a national asset 

“aaeiwa— 

mined by Tbiyyears"' 31March), 

..rutefuJ u> former top mandarins for 
i|£tina fit io sabre th<& consciences 
hv berating the Government a/beit 

BSE! comfort of their rettemttU 
ScuretatheirhonouK.Bmhw 
mm* more effective would then- 

ssssssa^' 

oD As'a former senior mandarin 
who made redundant bstygu: 
^fter nSirly 30 years -during vrfuch 
time mv remuneration was abated 
Reflect the job security! was 

mnnMcd to enjoy — I saw little 
SQencc of anything other 

slavish acquiescence to Ministers 



arbitrary decisions. The result has 
been to risk the re&iction of the 
Civil Service to a cadre whose 
driving force is not one of devotion 

ixKtiviiuai ambition. The ration is 
in danger of losing ooe of its most 
precious assets. 

JOHNDORKEN 
harden N10 


Don’t vote - 

take action 

Sir. April Fbol! I hope you see the • 
funny side (“Swampyjoins political ■ 
race”, 1 April). Ihave no intention 
of standing for any election. It is as 
much a farce as politics in general is 
a farce. ... 

There are several points to doing 
this. First to bring forward the 
issues involved; to offer solutions to 
the growing problem of pollution 
from roads and air traffic. I hope 
that the present political parties 

witi take on bo are our manifesto 
and rethink their own policies. 

Lastly I would Eke to point out 
that direct action is far more 
important than voting-'AU the main 

uties are pre tty much the same. 
...lost politicianshave vested 
interests in road J buD ding 


to make a change. 

If you must registeryourvote, 
write “none of the aboye , 'Qnybar- 
voting paper.so peopleknowhow 

many people are fed up with being 

trampled upon by politicians and 
more importantly, the large multi- 
national companies who puh the 
strings. - ; 

SWAMPY (D- HOOPER) 
ManchesterAuport Second Runway, 
Cheshov :• . "T 


How green is 
your valley? 

Sir Your article “How green is 
yotirjparty?” (26 March), ignored 
Plaid Cymru, although our policies 
are far more geared to 
sustainability that are those of the 
three main London-based parties. 

Our programme for restoring 
fall employment to Wales proposes 
investment and jab creation in 
public transport, pollution control 
and energy conservation. We 


through a carbon tax (whilst 
cutting VAT on domestic fuel), a 
“conation tax” on car use in 
mban centres, and other 
environmental taxes. 

Plaid Cymru’s four MPs have 
been more active in the House of 
■ Gnmnons in pursuing a green 
agenda. In conjunction wkh the 
Green Party and Friends of the 
Earth, I introduced two baHs which 

were later taken up by other MPs 

and are now law. the Home Energy 
Conservation Act and the Road 
Traffic Reduction Act In this 
election. Plaid Cymru and the 
Green Party are the only parties 

backing aD the points in the Real 
Work! coalition's "action 
le". 


/uuiuugu environmental issues 
are already higher up the election . 
agenda thahmost commentators 
expected, this is not because of 
initiatives from the Tbry, Labour 
and Liberal parties, but because 


Anno yance about politicians trying 
to dodge the really important 


questions about sustainability and 

survival. 

CYNOGDAFISMP 
(Ceredigion and Pembroke North, 
Piaid Cymru ) 

House of Commons 
London SW1 

Sir: There is no doubt that many 
aspects of the Common 
Agricultural Policy have 
contributed to the intensification 
and specialisation that has brought 
so much destruction to the animals 
and plants of agricultural habitats, 
yet to abolish the CAP (letter, 28 
March) on these grounds would be 
to leap from the frying pan into the 
fire. 'Hie removal of regulation m 
favour of the unfettered play of 
market forces would have 
devastating consequences not only 
for farmers and rural communities 
but also for the people and wildlife 
of Britain and the rest of Europe. 

The problems that we face in 
conserving agricultural landscapes 
and their wildlife are Europe-wide, 
though with distinctive local 
peculiarities that must be 
addressed. Agricultural markets are 
international and biodiversity is an 
international asset. Anima ls do not 
recognise political boundaries. For 
these reasons, there must be a 
European dimension to agricultural 
policy. The CAP needs radical 
reform, not abolition, to integrate 
fanning with the environment and 
to help restore our farmland birds 
and o&m wildlife. 

Dr JEREMY J D GREENWOOD 
Bwacior, British Trust for 


The ford, Norfolk 


Behind the image 
of Mountbatten 

Sin The image of India's last 
Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten, faded 
globally long before Jan McGirk 
discovered it bad (“Image of last 
Viceroy fades under new order”, 
31 March). 

In his book Eminent 
Churchittians , Andrew Roberts, 
the historian and biographer, 
demolishes the image of Lord 
Mountbatten as a military planner 
and describes him as “a 
mendacious inteDectually limited 
hustler, whose negligence and 
incompetence resulted in many 
unnecessary deaths - the numbers 
of which increased exponentially 
as his meteoric career 
progressed". 

Roberts's main criticism of 
Mountbatten is directed at his 
role in the hasty, unplanned and 
unsupervised partitioning of 
India: 

Any population transfers that were ... 
demanded could have beenproperty 
supervised and protected. Tnen - and 
only then - the country could have 
been partitioned and the two countries 
declared independent. In not 
following this common-sense 
sequence - indeed m taking the steps 
in almost Ihe reverse order, with such 
horrific consequences - Moraubatten 
deserved to be court-martiaUcd on his 
retain to London. 

As India celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of its independence in 
August this year, it should demand 
from the British government a 
public inquiry into the 
circumstances leading to its 
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partition in 1947 and i 
deaths of hundreds of thousands of 
people in the biggest transfers of 
population in history. 

MRIAZ HASAN 
Harrow, 

Middlesex 


The economics of 
normal behaviour 

Sir. Diane Coyle’s article 
(“Mainstream economics needs to 
get a firm grip on reality”, 27 
March) provided an answer to a 
mysterious lack of substance 
behind the explanations as to why 
the last recession did not recover 
but kept on going. 

In 1991 the recession had been 
underway for a year or more and 
showed no signs of recovery, unlike 
other recent recessions. The 
explanation given for this was that 
people were not increasing their 
borrowing as they had done 
previously at Lhe same stage of the 
cyde, a possible reason for this 
being that the veiy size of 
outstanding-debts inhibited 
“normal" behaviour. 

What puzzled me at the time was 
that, although the explanation 
seemed plausible, there appeared 
to be no follow up. no monitoring 
of (say) consumers’ attitudes to 
debt, spending and job security. 
How else could the end of the 
recession be predicted? 

By turning away from the 
importance of history and culture 
economists risk misunderstanding 
their subject. Diane Coyle is righL 
to call for a more broadly based 
understanding of economics - the 
sooner the better. 

DUNCAN LYONS 

London SW1S 


A taste for 
meaninglessness 

Sin In trying to convince us that “it 
is demonstrably absurd to claim 
that the Universe is meaningless ", 
Andrew Brown lapses into 
absurdity himself (“True 
confessions of a religious 
correspondent”, 27 March). 

Clearly if “meaning is a category 
that human beings impose on an 
alien environment" then it is a 
product of their psychology which 
came into existence only when they 
did. Of course the cosmos does 
have structure but that isn’t the 
same thing as meaning and Brown 
acknowledges that he isn’t talking 
about anything that can be 
established scientifically. 

To an evolutionist there is no 
need to try and make meaning or 
purpose retrospective any more 
than there is a need (o look for a 
painting on an empty canvas. And 
one man's absurdity is another 
man's mystery. Cluinm a son goCu. 
DW EVANS 
Leeds 

Sin I was rather surprised to note 
(Letters, 31 March) the 
spokesperson of the Rationalist 
Press rejecting belief in abstract 
ideas - 1 always thought rationalism 
itself to be one. Indeed, (hat all 
ideas are the product of 
abstraction, by definition. 

Fr DOMINIC KIRXHAM 
Manchester 


Tiltingat 

windmills 


Sin 1 was intrigued to read in your 
article “Flagship East Coast line 
fails to run trains on time" (27 
March) that the company is 
intending to buy new tilting trains 
to increase joinery times. Perhaps 
Great Norib Eastern Railway has 
taken a leaf out of Cunard’s book 
by fitting out the new coaches en 
route. The increased time is 
presumably required to ensure that 
the standards of carpentry are 
satisfactory. Is this what is meant by 
going “hammer and tongs"? 

PHILIP WILKS 
Public Relations Officer 
Central Rail Users' Consultative 
Committee 
London EC2 


Mistaken identity 

Sir It was good of Peter Popham to 
clear me of the charge of 
membership of the Socialist 
Workers Party (31 March) but, to 
my knowledge, he is the first person 
ever to have raised such a bizarre 
suggestion in the Hist place. 

For the record, I am also not a 
regular contributor to Tribune and 
nor is my book The Enemy liilhin a 
hiography of Arthur Scargill - it is 
an account of the role played by 
MI5 during and after the 1 95U-S5 
miners’ strike. 

SEUMAS MILNE 
Labour Editor. The Guardian 
London EC1 


Woodshed waste 

Sir If Sara Maitland ("1 finally 
found my’ MP in the woodshed". 3 1 
March) has really lived somewhere 
for almosL five years without even 
knowing what her constituency is, 
maybe she should hare paid closer 
attention to the document on which 
she registered to vote lost October. 
Assuming she didn't just throw that 
piece of paper, unread into the 
woodshed too. 

D RUSSELL 

St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex 
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May all 

our tax 

rises be 



The next government could have all the 
extra revenue it needs and improve 
the environment at the same time, 
argues Nicholas Schoon 



How 10 new environmental taxes could raise £16bn extra a year 










THE TAX D ISC. hsteadol being £145 a year for « 
carahi^ tod efficiency. h^imBes per gaflorcffl3 should 
pay a much tower charge (E70), those wf8i mWd&ifl mpg 
sboiadpay£2OO^0BS{pizzfar5£3OO- boosting sales 
or ass productag knmriun gas emfsskss. It® 
change could raise £3J» extra bu this would gradually 
Mast* car fleet changed hi response. 








C«EENF1Eli> DEVEEOPMENT. A tax u o^ 

of-town housing darafcpHiant wooid encouragB 
developers to focus on town centres and suburbs, 
reducing kwr density (rtai trhge sprawl wMch 
encourages more car travel am dscourages pubic 
transport The CMc Trust esthetes a 10 per cert lax 
on greenfield sties’ value waft! raise £2S0nu 


OFFICE CAS PARKS. 

Taxing these would encourage 
pubfc transport and car 
sharing, cutting congesflon 
and pohiflon. There are 
spaces fcr about time mfflon 
cars. Tax toe terns wWch 
previde there ain^O per 
weekday for each, assume 
300,000 are therefore 
withdrawn, and Bn remainder 
raises fust over Elba. 


A CARBON TAX. Each tonne onossd 

fuel to be taxed accord** to how much 
global warming carbon d&vddagsslt 

produced when burnt Coal taxed moA 

gas feast nuclear power and renewable 

enm y (ffla wind WMnesj escape 
altogether. The Uberel Democrats, who 
wafia cartxjntax, say one wWch raised 

consumere' energy bfe 9 per cent would 
bring in £4J5ba. 

IFT? 




AIR TRAVEL Passenger |«s bee no 
turf duty but are producing more and 
more cilmae changing ■greanhrwss gas' 

enUsstons.Ttwn8wrirportto.tust 
doubled, goes soma way towards 
redressing tlfc. Double ti again to £20 (or 

European Ifltftfs, £40 tor htercontinsital 
Raisas an extra £400«. 


i 




ENDING COMPANY CAR 
PERNS. Tar benefits for 
company cas have been cut 
recently bw are stffl sufficient to 
cause excessive car ownership 
and trawL According to toe 
hstanto tor Public Poky 
Research report on green taxes a 
And phase out wouM net 
government £400m extra. 



FERTILISERS AND 

PESTICIDES. An 8 

parramtoonfefSsm 


and 15 per cent on 


pesticides would raise 


£250*. 


OUT-OF-TOWN 
SHOPPING AND 
LEISURE CENTRES, 

wWi their tree car parting, 
hafflbflghtod countryside 
and sharply tocreased car 
travel whflecontfbutlngo 
town centre dectina. A tax on 
out-oMown paridng space 
has been proposed by the 
House of Commons 
Environment GommStee. tf 
roughly 300,000 spaces 
were elgtotofoena £500 a 
year to raises £ 150m. 


QUARRYING damages 
landscapes and rSscourai^s 
recycling of demoWon rubble and 
mmaral wastes hto construction 
projects. A 20 per cant £1 a tonne 
to on sand, gravel and rock would 

raise about £200m. 


[4-STAR 



HWHER DUTY ON PETROL AND 

DIESEL. They're already toad at 76 per cent 
but car ownership and mfleage kee p risi ng. 
Government b commuted to raising toad tori 
duties by five per cem a year to encourage 
more foriaffletem cars. Raising tbfs to eight per 
cere a year that would coded an axba£8ta a 
year by 2003 (assuming Ir also caused a smal 
cut In total tori cons u m p tion). 


! SPWW 





M arch, 2002. and 
Tony Blair is 
about to 
announce the 
election date. 
Labour has a narrow poll lead. 
His justification for a new man- 
date is keeping income taxes 
down and the economy in rea- 
sonable health while allowing 
moderate but real expansion in 
health care, education and pub- 
lic transport. 

Five years earlier this rosy 
scenario seemed inconceivable. 
Pundits said Labour's 1997 
campaign tax pledges surely 
had to be lies. But they weren’t- 
Neither income tax, national 
insurance nor VAT have been 
raised since then. But in 2002 
new or increased “green" taxes, 
which barely had a mention 
during the 1997 campaign, are 
raising an extra £16bn a year. 

The money, equivalent to 
12p in the pound on income tax. 
was badly needed for the key 
public services the voters 


demanded. One year's real 
growth of 3 percent in the NHS 
(the bare minimum needed to 
cope with rising demand) costs 
£l-5bn. But there are down- 
sides. Fanners infuriated by the 
fertiliser and pesticide taxes 
have gridHocked central London 
with tractors. The recent closure 
of an oil refinery in an unem- 
ployment blackspot is blamed 
on ecotaxation. The real price 
of petrol has risen 50 per cent 
in five years and Tory hoardings 
shout about Labour’s “great 
green rip-off". 

But the ecotaxation reforms 
have slashed pollution and are 
estimated to have created 
nearly 100,000 jobs - a further 
huge help to the public finances. 
They have helped Britain to 
build the low-energy, minimum- 
material industries of the future. 
A decisive shift in motoring 
taxation in favour of high-fuel- 
efficiency cars, combined with 
the UK's strong international 
competitiveness, has prompted 


two of the big six manufactur- 
ers to plan production lines for 
ultra-light, 70 miles per gallon 
cars. 

Could this happen? It seems 
highly unlikely here and nowin 
1997. This year Gordon Brown, 
the shadow chancellor, said: 
“Work is something to be 
rewarded through the tax sys- 
tem, whereas environmental 
pollution is something that 
should be discouraged." But 
he and other leading Labour 
figures have grave doubts about 
ecotaxation reform, especially 
about making fuel more 
expensive. 

Before trying to help them, 
let us summarise the ecotaxa- 
tion story so far. Environmen- 
tal taxes make the companies 
and/or consumers causing pol- 
lution pay for the costs they 
impose on society as a whole - 
such as the extra health-care 
charges due to bad air quality. 
It is impossible to work out 
what these costs are but 



Albanian children face food crisis 

Confusion and chaos are mounting in Albania. According to Albanian 
government reports, food stocks are down to a tenth of normal levels. Those 
least able to help themselves will, as ever, be most at risk. Giildren's hospitals 
and orphanages do not know where the next food supplies will come from. 

UK charity Children's Aid Direct, formerly Feed the Children (Europe), has 
considerable experience of working in Albania and has a beam on fire ground. 

, SOOI J as ^ I s safe to deliver food and other urgently needed aid, this charily 
will make those deliveries. And they are appealing today for your help to do it 

A donation of £30 could buy enough high-protein food for 136 children. As 
me crisis deepens. Children s Aid Direct will be doing what they can - will you? 


LET ME HELP BRING HOPE TO ALBANIA 


Here is my gift of: £30 □ £60 □ £90 □ £250* □ £ (other) 

"A gift erf £250 or more ts worth almost an extra third to us under GHt AU 

Please make your cheque payable to Children’s Aid Direct OR Please debit £ from my 

□ MasterCard □ Switch card number 


□Visa 

Last three digits of Switch card no. □ □ □ Switch issue no. Q O 

EXPIRY DATE (_ SIGNATURE 


NAME (CAPS) MR/MRS/MS 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


TELEPHONE 


OR please phone our donation line 0990 600 610 

Please send to: Children’s Aid Direct, 

Dept No. 516 

FREEPOST, Reading RG1 1BR. 



tree A, 

Reasimj Charity Ml 803238 


some level of tax on 
pollution signifies society's dis- 
approval, causes noxious and 
toxic emissions to be cot and 
diverts resources into less pol- 
luting enterprises. Some or all 
of the tax revenue can be used 
to encourage non-polluting 
alternatives or environmental 
repair wort Furthermore, taxes 
and incentives are a better way 
of making industry cut pollution, 
than are regulations and emis- 
sion limits, because they allow 
business greater freedom of 
action. 

Green tax reform encour- 
ages companies to innovate for 
a global future which, in an 
increasingly crowded and 
resource-depleted world, will 
belong to high-efficiency, low- 
waste enterprises. And if most 
of the money raised by the new 
taxes is used to cut the costs of 
employment then ecotaxation 
will create new jobs. This is the 
conclusion of several studies 
that used computer models to 
project bow ecotax reform 
would effect the UK economy. 
The latest, by the left-leaning 
Institute of Public Policy 
Research using Cambridge 
Econometrics’ model, found 
that a particular package of 
green taxes introduced now 
could raise £10bn a year in 
2000 and create 252,000 extra 
jobs by then, two-thirds of them 
full-time, if the extra revenue 
was used to cut employers’ 
National Insurance Contribu- 
tions (NICs). 

The real economy is too com- 
plex for us to know how many 
jobs would be created by various 
green tax reforms. In the short 


tennjobswouldbeshed by com- 
pares harmed by them. Many, 
perhaps most, of the new jobs 
created in the longer term by 
lowered employment taxes 
would be low-pay, low-skill ones. 
It seens asafe bet that provided 
the tares are not draconian and 
are carefully planned and the 
revenues are used correctly the 
economic bad cannot outweigh 
the good, while the environment 
must gun 

That is why Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark and the Netherlands 
have introduced ecotax reforms, 
while Britain has begun to fol- 
low. In 1987 higher duty was 
placed on leaded than unleaded 
petrol to boost sales of the lat- 
ter. Since then we have had S 
per cent VAT 
unposed on 
domestic 
fuel, doty on 
road fuels 
rising by 5 
per cent a 
year and the 
introduction 
of a £7 a 

tonne tax on garbage dumping. 

Vfere the Tories to win power 
we might have more; the party’s 
separate “green” manifesto 
promises consultation on a 
water pollution tax. The Liberal 
Democrats are real enthusiasts. 
They have pledged to slash the 
price of a tax disc for cars with 
engines below 1600cc from £145 
to £10 in order to boost (he mar- 
ket for smaller, more fuel-effi- 
cient cars. A 4p-a-htre increase 
in fuel duty would make up for 
the lost revenues. The third 

K fossiffue^to^cut emis- 


sions of climate-changing car- 
bon dioxide gas. The revenue 
raised would be used to cut 
VAT and reduce employers’ 
NICs. 

But Labour is silent, apart 
from emphatically ruling out a 
carbon tax and pledging to cut 
VAT on energy to 5 per cent 
when gas and electricity prices 
are already falling. This would 
encourage comfortaWy-off peo- ■ 
pie to use energy less carefully, 
causing more pollution. Gas 
and electricity are already cheap 
-their real price (once inflation 
has been accounted for, and 
after taking VAT into account) 
is cheaper than at any time in 
the Last 17 years 

Labour’s big problem with 


sioners. The worst-off fifth of 
households spend 12 per cent of 
their budget on fuel, the richest 
fifth just 4 per cent. 


T! 


Green tax reform encourages 
companies to innovate for a global 
future and, if used to cut the costs 
of employment, creates jobs 


ecolaxes is that they are regres- 
sive; it secs them as taking from 
foe poorwhile allowing the rich 
to carry on polluting. If you 
make swingeing increases in 
foe cost of petrol or introduce 
road pricing, the motorists hurt 
most are low-income ones. Tax 
the coal, oil and gas we bum in 
ourhomes, cars, power stations 
and industries and you thereby 
cut their use and curb air pol- 
lutants which cause smog and iQ 
health," along with acid rain and 
climate change. But you also 
hnrt low-income families with 
young children and poor pen- 


here are, however, ways 
of dealing with this 
unfairness. In the Nether- 
lands, for example, there is a 
carbon tax but every house- 
hold is given a basic, tax-free 
allowance of domestic energy . 
per annum.. You could drasti- 
cally beef up the Government’s 
low-key programme for insu- 
lating the homes of the fuel- 
poor. This is something Labour 
is already committed to, using 
money raised by its windfall tax 
on the utilities. Or you could 
pump some of the revenues 
raised by fossil- 
fuel taxes into 
the benefits 
system to com- 
pensate those 
hardest hit. 

There are a 
few golden 
rales for har- 
monious eco- 
raxation reform. Explain exactly 
what environmental goal you 
are drying to achieve. Earmark, 
the revenue for something 
which has widespread support, 
such as cutting employment 
taxes or improving public trans- 
port. Give advance warning of 
your intentions, consult widely 
and be prepared to make 
changes. Use at least some of 
the monqy raised to help peo- 
ple or industry cope with the tax 
while they are curbing pollution 
and waste- 

The Conservative govern- 
ment failed to follow these rales 


in trying to raise VAT on 
domestic fuel from zero to 17.5 
per cent in two years. Ii ran into 
a serious Parliamentary rebel- 
lion and only got S per cent. 
When it came to its next ecotax, 
the garbage-dumping levy intro- 
duced last October, it had 
learned all the lessons. The 
money this will raise, some 
£400m a year, has been ear- 
marked for a small cut in 
employers’ NICs (encouraging 
job creation) and for schemes 
which cut waste and improve 
old dump sites (helping the 
environment). 

Any government that follows 
these rules will still encounter 
intensive lobbying from com- 
panies and interest groups hurt 
by eco taxes. And of course envi- 
ronmental taxes are no public 
sector finance panacea. The 
more successful they are at 
curbing pollution, the less 
money they raise for govern- 
ment But ecotax reform is a 
great opportunity there for the 
taking. One of the best things 
Gordon Brown could do in his 
first couple of months as Chan- 
cellor would be to set up an eco- 
tax commission tasked to make 
recommendations by the year's 
end. It oughi to include busdoess 
people, tirade unionists, repre- 
sentatives of Low-income groups 
and local councils as well the 
economists and environmen- 
talists who have made most of 
the running on ecotaxation so 
far. Environmental tax reforms 
could be introduced without 
injustice and with public sup- 
port But the party most likely 
to govern hasn't even started 
trying 


22 easy steps to a better Britain 


I t has always struck me as 
unfair that the mam 
political parties pot out 
manifestos at election time 
and nobody else does. Why 
should pontirians think chat 
what they have to say is more 
interesting than what the rest 
of us have to say? There are 
far more of the rest of us 
than there are of the 
politicians, for a start. 

So to gel the ball rolling 
and to help reverse this 
trend, I am today issuing my 
manifesto for the 1 May 1997 
general election. Note, too, 
that the promises in my 
manifesto do not depend on 
my being ejected. I shall 
cany out these pledges 
whatever happens. 

Here goes, then. 

L being of sound mind and 
fully conscious of what I am . 
doing do hereby pledge, 
with the earning general 
election in mind, that: 

1. 1 shall refuse to watch 
any so-called television debate 
between two, three or more 
party leaders, on the grounds, 
that I have once or twice seen . 
Prime-Minister's Question 
Time and know what the level 
of debate is already. 

2. In any case, I shall not 
watch John Major again 


unless he has cured himself 
of that maddening habit of 
leaning cockdy on one elbow 
on the dispatch box as if he 
were the pub bore laying 
down the law - which, of 
course, on a national level he 
is. 

3. 1 diall do my best to 
avoid all news bulletins about 
. the election on the grounds 
that they do not contain news. 

4. Witness foe lead item on 
Radio 4’s news bulletin 
yesterday morning, which said 
something like: “And as the 
election campaign really hots' . 
up, all parties are pledging 
themselves to rise above 
questions of sleaze and get 
down to the real issues ...” 

5. And if anyone can spot 
why that is the leading hern of 
news on Mr Bin's supposedly 
news«xmscious BBC ona- 
Tbesday morning, and hot 
just the result ofsome . 
programme etfitorsaymg, 
“Weft. I suppose we had . . 
better lock off with something 
about foe election, even 
though absolutely nothing has 
happened” I would like to 
hear from th em ' 

6. Rafting which, I shall 
shudder whenever X hear the! 
.promise of the BBC's 24- 
houf rolling news service, on . 



Miles 

Kington 


th e grounds that there 
doesn't seem to be enough 
news fo fill the slots they 
have not at the moment. 

7. reSr well, .getting back 
to the election, I shall 
undertake not to use any of 

■the following phrases in 
casual conversation: 

. 8- “Looks pretty neck and 
neck, doesn’t it?” 

. 9. “One lot ® as bad as . 
ano ther, if you ask me.” 

lA. \jfes, but where are 
they going to get the money 

1 L “Yes, but.what about 
Europe?*' • • • 


12. “Yes, but what about 

P ”lk “Yes, but... 

14. “Ye-e-e-s ...” 

15. 1 shall undertake not to 
buy any party political 
manifesto, on the grounds 
that they contain promises 
which, are designed to get 
people dected, not promises 
to be carried out, and party , 

• manifestos are therefore no 
higher up the evolutionary 
scale than advertisements, 
which one is not normally 
expected to buy with one's 
awn money. und the only 
reason I would buy a mani- 
. festo is to keep on. my person 
so that when people say, “But 
does anyone ever actually 
buy a manifesto? Has anyone 
ever seen one?! I would stun 
the 

one with a 

16.1 undertake not to go 
. along with the BBC's lame 

pretence that the election 
campaig n is just getting 
under way (see Pledge No 4), 
when we all know it has been 
going on for years and we 
. have aB.been dying to get the 
election over and' done with 
for at least a year. 

17. 1 undertake to be very 
surprised indeed if I get a 
visit from any canvasser or 


MP in my constituency, on 
the grounds that 1 never got 
a letter from the PM and I 
never gpt a call from the 
people undertaking to 
retune my TV set to 
Channel 5. although I have 
to admit that the dustbin . 
collection in my area is very 
good, which will come in . 
useful ifl do get any election 
leaflets or manifestos or 
letters from the PM. 

18. 1 undertake not to 
make up my mind which way 
to vote until I haw listened 
to and ignored the 
arguments on all sides. 

19. 1 undertake not to make 
up my mind until I actually go 
into the polling station. 

20. 1 undertake not to 
make up my mind even then. 

21. 1 undertake to come 
out of the palling station 
saying to the officials, “Quite 
“■mkly, 1 don’t like the look 
Of any of them at the 
moment, so I'll come back 
lat ?£ before polling stops.” 

— But 1 undertake mu to 
come back later before 
polling stops. 

77us being an election 
manifesto, / shall feel five to 
break any of ' 
contained i 


’m at am time. 
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Beware the 
Prophets of the 
economic miracle 

B jSjj! ** foaming? Or 

Both m.^ **** has leaner and meaner «n 

tumbfacovcrih^ 1 , ! l anics are if you Bee, but they 

eagernSs ™ M ? ,VCs *« their ,ess lo w™* wit h. It can’t 

Iiw „rj p ? mise that the ISC.- V--- hnxt Germany to have h 

S i^ down . lhe world A® Wb healthier investment recorc 


Where it’s hip to 
speak Spanglish 


eoojomK: league table either " * 

SFfjf 0 ' orsoon will be, halted ;* 

<&r* 

■sess-ms ^ 

politicians claims and counted Cc 

cfcmns about how much their 

pohaes can boost the nation’s 

wealth, we will be victims of our c Vhte 

own innumeracy. Mature econ- * OTJG 

ornies cannot achieve bin « r t 

^creases m their trend rate of &nCl I 
growth, and small increases take . 

a J en f5 tion to makc “ noUce- Will 
able difference. It is a sham to ^ 

pretend that with higher invest- 03" Bt 
meat or better schooling or 
lower business taxes or deregu- "hnriTr 

lahon of the workplace - pick UUOH 

your panacea - Britain could xrrvfo ■ 

grow even half as fast as the VULtJ . 

“tiger” economies of South- „ 

east Asia. LllGy S 

They are truly in a different 
league. Those countries have 111 Yi 
been catching up from an un- 
developed and under- the D6 
industrialised starling point. 

Most of their headlong expan- r»ov\ A, 
sion is down to a fast-growing KM 

labour force and to investment nnf Fr 

that rapidly boosts the stock of UGL U. 

factories and machinery from a i_ • 

very small base. Dig HI 

This is exactly the path that 
Japan forged earlier. Like 
Japan, whose growth rate has 
slowed to less than 2 per cent 
a year in the 1990s from rates 
of around 8 per cent a year in the 1960s, they 
will eventually mature and slow down. 

Small economies can grow much faster than 
big ones. The real puzzle is not the tigpr “mir- 
acle” but rather why there are some poor coun- 
tries (such as Egypt or Turkey, Colombia, or 
most countries in sub-Saharan Africa) that have 
not managed the catch-up. 

The big. industrial economies are much of 
a muchness. For all of them - Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, the UK and US - there wasa 


Diane 

Coyle 

‘Vote for ns 
and Britain 
will boom’, 
or ‘Britain is 
booming so 
vote for us’, 
they say. But, 
in reality, 
tiie best they 
can do is try 
not to make 
big mistakes 


nics, if you Hke, but they have 
less to work with. It can’t have 
hurt Germany to have had a 
healthier investment record, but 
it hasn’t helped a lot either. 

The fact that despite their vig- 
orous efforts for more than a 
quarter of a century to alter the 
course of the economy the politi- 
cians have had so WUe effect 
suggests that the best they can 
do m terms of economic policy 
is avoid making mistakes. It 
also means that we should be 
sceptical about any etnim to 
haws Found a nriraefe cure to 
Britain’s economic problems - 
hwffl turn out la be snake «1 for 
an imaginary complaint 

Let us give Messrs Oarke and 
Brawn the benefit of the doubt 
and accept that the next gov- 
ernment can pull off an impres- 
sive improvement in Britain’s 
comparative economic perfor- 
mance - or that the last one has 
already dcate so -and Britain's 
long-term growth trend 
improves by a quarter, from 
about 2 per cent lo 23 per cent 
ayear. 

This is a tall order. One way 
to achieve this permanently high 
growth trend would be for 
investment to start increasing 
more than twice as fast on aver- 
age as it has during the past 20 
years, by 5 per cent rather than 
2 per cent a year. Another way 
would be to have the equivalent 
of a consumer boffin every year, 
with consumer spending grow- 
ing at an average rate of more 
than 4 per cent. We should just 
make the pace this year, with the 


help of taxcuts and the windfall 
of freebmldmgsoriety shares. 

Hus puts into contest what 
appear to be quite modest 
daimsabom the posaboh^ of improving growth. 
That extra half percentage point doesn't sound 
much, but it is a small fraction of a big number. 
But just suppose it can be done. And suppose 
that Germany, rather than doing a bit Setter 
than us era average, will do significantly worse 
and expand by anty-2per cent a year. As the 
average Brftonsfaits only about two-thirds as 
well off as fhe average west German, even with 
this minteoonomic mirade we would not catch 
up until the second half of the next century. 


post-war golden age. the 30 glorious years from i. i'-Tbe iron laws afgBowduSritbmetic mean that;. 
1945. Since 1975, average growth of reaJ. ; tte seeds JaiffoowwptiW^^jconwtofinicictn:: 
national output perpeison has slowed meac&v'frntflonrdukhenafe'adi^mSi^paHia^hsIn 


of them. Britain has performed a bit worse than 
the average but almost the same as Germany 
in terms of growth in real GDP per head since . 
the mid-1970s. (The German catch-up and 
overtaking happened earlier.) 

This interesting and little-known fact is what., 
puts paid to the politicians’ boasts. If I had a 
pound for every time Gordon Brown has men- 
tioned the need to increase investment to 
boost the sustainable growth rate or Michael 
Heseliine bas said British competitiveness is 
forging ahead, it would make a handy contri- 
bution to my own prosperity; after all, higher 
investment or improved competitiveness cer- 
tainly aren’t going to do the trick quickly. 

A higher rate of investment in Germany than 
in the UK for 25 years has not made a jot of 
difference to the rate at which output per head 
has increased. Germany has gained a bit on me 
investment swings, but has lost a bit on the effi- 
ciency with which its companies have usedtneir 
greater amount of plant and equipment. Britain 


GDP of -mature economies is so big that ft can 
not expand at a much faster pace without 
unimagin.Tbty big increases in the growth gale. 

This doesn’t mean thatthexe is no point in . 
trying to miprove the long-term performance 
of the economy. There is now a fair degree of 
agreement about bovrro avoid policy mistakes 
-that is why Labour and die Conservatives are 
speakmg with cme voice about keeping inflation 
low and reducing government borrowing, 
although the Government looks to have sus- 
pended its prudence far the duration of tiie elec- 
tion campaign. It is why Labour would not 
reverse Tbiy deregulation in favour erf a return 
to mtexventicmism. 

If there isa chance of im p rovin g on not get- 
ring it wrong, the next generation will appred- 
ate it. Of course policy-makers should strive for 
healthy levels of investment and greater effi- 
ciency. They should also ditch the empty slo- 
gans and come clean -about how tittle their 
efforts can achieve. 


I t is Thursday night althe 
Nuyorican Poets’ Cafe 
and AJaddin, a stand-up 
comic, is picking on the 
white guy in the third row 
who has four attractive girte in 
tow and a cocky air. “Hey, you, 
down there, Larry FJynt,” he 
jibes, evoking the infamous pub- 
lisher of Hustler. “You are a reg- 
ular popi chuior The line is a 
good one because the punters 
instantly erupt. But Larry’s face 
is all confusion. Pardon? 

Seeing that a good half of Ins 
audience are Hispanics, Aladdin 
is sprang his gig with a shot of 
Spanish. (Popi chulo, roughly 
translated, is pfayboy.) More 
accurately, he is sliding into a 
dialect that, for the rest of us - 
tbe non-Spanish speakers to the 
house - is at once familiar and 
infuriatingly obscure. 

Welcome to Spanish, secret 
third language of New York for 
which there are no handy Berlitz 
dictionaries nor any professkmal 
interpreters, not even at the 
United Nations. Think 
“Franglais” to understand the 
principle involved - an irrever- 
ent merging of two quite differ- 
ent tongues - but imagine a 
progeny that, far from being an 
- ugty duckling, is efficient, allur- 
ing and often funny. It is Span- 
ish without the tongue-twisting 
verbs and it is En glish con 
romance and rhythm. Que bril- 
liant! No? Si. 

Aladdin is cm a roll. Next he 
lampoons Frank Purdue, King 
of the American chicken breast, 
who. unadvisedly, stars in his 
own ads on Spamsh-Janguage 
cable TV here. (The southern- 
accented Mr Purdue is about as 
dose to being Hispanic as hag- 
gis is lo a Madrid ham.) “5i 
usted compmre mis polios (if 
you buy my chickens),’’ mocks 
Aladdin, “yo becomo muy rico 
(I get to be jolly rich)’'. Up 
front, however, Lapy is getting 
restless. Much more of this 
Spanglish and he is going to 
becomo mucho bored. 

Spangtish - known as Tbx- 
Mex in southern Ifexas and 
Cubonics in the Criban enclaves 
Of (Miami -r? .-takes many forms. 
JEL can he a straightforward 
Spanisb-English blend, where 
sentences can begin, say, in 
English and end in Spanish. But 
it can also be more complex, 
jammed with words that are 
themselvEs confections created 
by the collision of the two orig- 
inal languages. Verbs are often 
derived from English (maybe 
because they are shorter, like 
"become”) but can be conju- 
gated as if in Spanish. 

“Nuyorican” is an elision 
meaning New York Puerto 
Rican. The caf6, which was 
founded 20 years ago as. a 
haven -for struggling Latino 
writers and performers, is 
located in Manhattan’s “Loi- 
saida” (Lower East Side). 

. That some land of Spanish- 
English pidgjn should have 
evolved here is not a surprise. 


by David Usborne 
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Far from being an ugly duckling 
New York’s third language is 
efficient, alluring and often funny 


Spanish speakers already make 
up 11 per cent of the US pop- 
ulation; according to the latest 
census projections, one out of 
four Americans wall be His- 
panic in 2040. As millions of 
Hispanics arrived in America in 
the Fifties and Saties - from tbe 
Caribbean and Latin America 
- they found themselves adrift 
between languages and cul- 
tures. They, and even more so 
their children, had to adapt. In 
the great melting pot, cultural 
identities inevitably leach into 
one another. So do languages. 

“It is a culture dash and 
right there, with Spanglish. you 
have a metaphor for what is 
going on,” explains Aladdin, 
whose own parents settled in 
Spanish Harlem, though they 
were themselves from 


Bangladesh. ‘ These are -the 
first generation Americans who 
have been bought up to assim- 
Oate with society around them 
while trying to communicate 
with parents bom in Spanish- 
speaking countries.” 

Millie Pena, a 44-year-old 
who came from Cuba 30 years 
ago, agrees. “Even my name is 
Spanglish,” she laughs, con- 
fessing she was christened Mila- 
gros (Miracle). “At home, with 
my children, we speak Spanglish 
all the time. I think it is partly 
because we speak so fast and 
sometimes an English word is 
just easier.” If Ms Pena, who has 
a cookware business, wants her 
daughter to pass the kitchen 
mop, the foil Spanish version 
should be: “ Traeme el palo dc 
traptar". What she wDI actually 


say is; “TYaeme el mop”. 

No one has suggested imparl- 
ing any special respectability on 
Spanglish by, for instance. Hy- 
ing to elevate it into a curricu- 
lum language in the way some 
black American educators tried 
last year to elevate so-called 
Ebonics as the tongue of 
African Americans. By con- 
trast, as the growth of Spanglish 
becomes more apparenL some 
voices of protest are starting lo 
make themselves heard. 

The fact of Spanglish and of 
its popularity is recognised. 


however, by the commercial 
world. Spanglish is spoken by 
Hispanic television presenters 
and radio DJs, chanted by rap 
singers and liberally used by 
advertisers looking to penetrate 
the Hispanic communities. It 
has been the inspiration for sev- 
eral new glossy magazines. 
There is Generation n in Miami. 
New York bus Latina. 

Launched lust June ns a bi- 
monthly, Latina is aimed at 
young Latinos concerned with 
fashion, beauty and sex. “Mag- 
azine Bilinguc” it says un the 
cover. Inside, stories arc printed 
primarily in English with sum- 
maries in Spanish, but Spanglish 
abounds, especially in the head- 
lines. "Finger paints for adul- 
las." begins one beauty seg- 
ment: another, on tanning, is 
lagged "Mas brown, mashclh". 
(More brown, more beautiful). 

Christy Haubegger, Latina 's 
2S-y ear-old publisher, is an 
unabashed fun of Spanglish 
and says she speaks it till the 
time tn (he magazine's offices. 
“People use it when they want 

10 express emotions or just 
because it’s fun. And it also 
helps Latinos lo preserve their 
identity. It is a coping mecha- 
nism that is emblematic of the 
fad that we have hud to bridge 
two cultures, two languages 
and two sets of values.” 

Ms Hiiubcgger, who was tram 
to a Mexican but adopted bv 
first generation German Amer- 
icans, has not escaped the wrath 
of the purists. They tend to be 
older Hispanics - first genera- 
tion immigrants - for whom 
Spanglish is an affront. Among 
them also are academics such as 
Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria, 
a professor of Hispanic studies 
at Yale University. 

Assailing Spanglish an the 
comment pages of the New 
York Tunes . he suggested that it 
“poses a grave danger to His- 
panic culture and to the 
advancement of Hispanics in 
mainstream America. Those 
who condone and even pro- 
mote it as a harmless commin- 
gling do not realise that this is 
hardly a relationship based on 
equality. Spanglish is an inva- 
sion of Spaiush by English.” 
And if Spanglish were to spread 
into Latin America, be warns. 

11 would amount to “ the ulti- 
mate imperialistic takeover”. 

But at Latina , Ms Haubeggcr 
is unrepentant. “A lot of people 
think that we are advocating 
the bastardisation of not just 
English, or of Spanish but of 
both them. We are not advo- 
cating it, we are reflecting wbai 
is out there and addressing our 
readers in the way they address 
each other.” And a lot of time 
that is in Spanglish. 
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Richard Gott listens for what the parties have to say on international affairs - and finds silence 


have noticed that the major par- 
ties advocate the abolition of tbe For- 
eign Office. Thau at least, is the con- 
clusion one must draw from the almost 
total absence at the hustings of any- dis- 
cussion about foreign affarre. FohU- 
cians obviously think nwiuld be just 
, s well if the Foreign Office were not 
K and doubtless a lot of money 
could be saved by getting nd of it. 

The Conservative position is clear. 
Mrs Thatcher never liked or trusteci . 

JhTinsUluuon, andinctoitnedtos« 

unone of her own. The detafleduwes- 
ligations contained m the Scott Report 
a , J jjuie to improve its reputation - 

except for duplicity, opaaty. and tang 
economical with the truth. 

^Labour, never one to step out of 
,; n rpresumabty sharestfos view, with 

St added bonus that if there; vas no 

Foreign Office there would be no job 

SrR&n Cook. With no Cold Utooo 
foreign enemy, and an apa- 
, belie electorate, why bother to have 
f Foreign Office at all? 
i Soul of the book of Reformer 
Soviet foreign minister, LeonThitelpr* 
Said he would make a few decla- 
and then shut up shcra. 

sSissssaes 

5?shs 

JSSmty of embassies and ambassador 

gfesses. 



Into the amslat: tfw fleet sets srf for Thatcheris Falktonds triumph 


Royal Yacht remains a contentious 
party-political issue ; 

As every histoiy student is almost 
certainly well aware, no election has 
been fought on a foreign policy issue 
since 1857. In a forgotten and unnec- 
essary election. Lord Palmerston 
roundly defeated the radical enthusi- 
asts of the Manchester School, Richard 
Cobden and John Bright. They had 
foolishly argued that it would be an 
error to have another war with China. 
There have never been any Bntsh 
votes in standing up for Johnny For- 
eigner. That is the accepted wisdom, 
and so things have remained ever 
since. In the current campaign, there 
is of course an endless diet of meaty- 
mouthed words about Europe, which 
would need the army or unemployed 


kreznlindpgists to decipher. Bui about 
the great outride world beyond, the 
•• poli ticians and their spin doctors are 
keeping mum. 

■ Look at the current headlines. Do 
we support President Mobutu or Lau- 
rent kabila? Silence. Where do we 
stand on the use of British mercenar- 
ies in Papua New Guinea? Deathly 
bush. Do we go along with Islamic 
democracy m Tbrkq'. or would we pre- 
fer a secular military coup? Sean* me, 
«uv. Would we like to see more Israeli 
settlements on the West Ban k, or 
fewer? No idea. Do we want to terrify 
the Rn ssprcs by extending the frontiers 
' of Nato further to foe east? Too com- 
plicated Will we stiti need to be nice 

to the Otinese when we have finally cut 

loose the albatross of Hong Kong? 


Never given it a thought Should we be 
friends or enemies with our nearest 
neighbour, the Republic of Ireland 
when the peace process is finally 
admitted to have ground to a halt? 
Don’t know. And when attention 
focuses on Albania, might we not 
discuss whether we are in favour of the 
Tbsks or the Ghegs? And answer came 
there none. 

During tbe entire campaign we shall 

hear Dotting of these issues. Yet they 
will not go away just because no one is 
looking. History also tells us that a newly 
elected prime minister, once in gov- 
ernment, soon finds much of his or her 
time caught up in the minutiae of for- 
eign affairs - for better or sometimes 
for worse. Neville Chamberlain was a 
splendid minister of health, yet he is 
remembered for his inexperience in the 
world of foreign policy. IBs aide de 
camp, Sir Horace WDsoti, was a brilliant 
labour negotiator, but rather less skilled 
when il came to European diplomacy. 

Mrs Thatcher was also caught up in 
subjects that were not within her exist- 
ing sphere of expertise. With her heart 
set on mundane local business like dis- 
mantling the power of the unions or 
reorganising education, she found her- 
self strutting on tbe world stage almost 
by accident - stiffening Western resis- 
tance in the Gulf, frightening the Rus- 
sians, and fighting a anal! war is the 
■ Falkland?. 

So it will be if Toity Blair were to 
become prime minister. However 
much he has pledged to pay attention 
to thing s at home, he will, within 

weeks of taking office, be seized of the 

importance of the outside world. He 


will be seen jetting off to great interna- 
tional gatherings in Amsterdam and 
Madrid, and hosting important meet- 
ings with foreign leaders at home. 


These will not be cosy parochial 
encounters discussing hygiene in (he 
beef industiy or the price of Brussels 
sprouts, they wfll be serious negotia- 
tions about foreign affairs, attempting 
to put what was once proudly thought 
of as “an independent foreign policy” 
into a larger international pool, argu- 
ing with people who arc supposed to 
be friends and allies about (he auitude 
of Europe and Nato to (he problems 
of the world beyond. 

That is the dimension that is miss- 
ing from all election debale. What, in 
ihe formation of Europe’s foreign 
policy, will be the arguments of 
Britain? Missing too is any discussion 
about the future of tried and tested 
warhorses like the United Nations 
and the Commonwealth, institutions 
that were largely ignored and dis- 
trusted -in the Conservative era. Has 
our interest withered forever? 

Maybe, although no one dares to 
talk about such tilings, there should still 
be an argument about (be future of tbe 
Foreign Office itself. What exactly 
are all those toffee-nosed diplomats 
really there for? And just how good are 
they at what they perceive to be then- 
job? To a disinterested observer it 
might seem that (he Foreign Office I 
now only exists to disguise and cover | 

3 3 the inexperience of the political j 
ass when it comes to handling the 
problems of the outride world. With 
the assumed and in effect enforced dis- 
interest of the electorate, it has become 
natural for politicians to turn to the 
advice and the alleged expertise of peo- 
ple who still perceive themselves as 
heirs to an imperial and mandarin tra- 
dition. Maybe that compounds the 
problem. That such questions should 
be raised during an election campaign 
is obviously too much to ask. 


If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga - 
call us NOW 

You will know bow expensive 
borne insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if y ou are aged 50 or 
over you can benefit from 
SAGA Home Insurance - a 

superior household insurance 
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What is more. SAGA Home 
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FTSE tumbles in wake 
of Wall Street volatility 


Tom Stevenson 

London 

David Usbonte 

New York 


Equities tumbled yesterday as 
the worst two-day performance 
on Wail Street since 1987, the 
Tear of rising interest rates on 
both sides of the Atlantic and 
the election raised fears that the 
past two years' bull run in 
shares had finally run out of 
steam- 

The FTSE 100 index of lead- 
ing shares, which fell 112 points 


in early trading, dosed 64.8 
points lower at 4248.1. This was 
its second-largest fall this year 
after another volatile session on 
Wail Street gave investors little 
hope that the 300-point fall in 
the two trading sessions around 
the Easter break had run its 
course. Morning trading in New 
York yesterday saw the Dow 
bounce around between plus 37 
and minus 36 points. 

Yesterday’s fall in London, 
which follows a rise of almost 40 
per cent in the UK market since 
the beginning of 1995, came as 


no surprise to dealers who had 
been forced to watch events in 
America from the sidelines dur- 
ing the Easter weekend. But hav- 
ing wiped out a quarter of 
Ftotsie's 4.7 per cent rise so far 
this year in one session, the fall 
left traders cautious about im- 
mediate prospects. 

“There are quite a few things 
we need to get out of the way 
before we can have a crack at 
breaking new highs," HSBC 
said James Capel’s strategist, 
Robert Buck! and. "We need to 
get the election out of the way 


in the UK, and well have to see 
more numbers from the US to 
see if there will need to be more 
medicine in the form of higher 
interest rates.” 

Others felt the attack on UK 
shares, which wiped £19bn off 
the value of the market at one 
stage, was inevitable bat 
nonetheless harsh. “The UK 
market is taking a beating on the 
back of Wall Street, and it’s a 
beating we don't necessarily 
deserve,” said Simon Smith at 
Birmingham broker Albert E 
Sharp. 
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Industrial output still growing 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


There were strong gains in 
industrial output and orders in 
March, according to a s urvey 
which showed manufacturing 
expanding for the tenth month 

r unning. 

Separate figures indicated a 
big jump in home prices last 

month. HalHar R nilfKng Snripty 

reported that a 1 per cent in- 
crease during the mnnrti had 
raised the annual rate of house 
price inflation to 72 per cent 
The pace of growth in man- 
ufacturing was weaker in March 
than the previous month, ac- 
cording to the purchasing man- 
agers’ index, mainly became of 
a foil in manufacturing em- 
ployment Output rose at a- 


somewhat slower pace than in 
February, but total orders 
picked up more rapid]; despite 
weaker growth in export orders. 

Peter Thomson, director gen- 
eral of the Chartered Institute 
of Purchasing and Supply said: 
“It’s heartening that despite die 
strength of the pound, order 
books are still growing." 

But a survey by the Engi- 
neering Employers Federation 
reported that its heavily export- 
dependent members were suf- 
fering from the effects of the 
strong pound. Despite a pick-up 
in Continental markets, engi- 
neers' export orders feD sharply 
daring the latest three months. 

Economists said yesterday's 
survey results would make no 
difference to the interest rate 
debate. The purchasing man- 


agers’ index has stayed in the 
same range for six months. 
Tm of the view that interest 
rates do not need to go up, and 
this hasn’t changed my mind," 
said Simon Briscoe at Nlkko 
Europe. 

The majority view in the City 
is that interest rates will need 
to rise, but this is doe to rapid 
growth in the service industries 
rather t han mnnfo c tnrin fr A 

n^r pu rchasing manager s* Sitr- 

vey for services, dne to be pub- 
lished tomorrow; will attract 
more attention. 

“Figures for service sector 
activity generally are much 
stronger;” said Michael Saun- 
ders at Salomon Brothers, pre- 
dicting a half or three-quarter 
pointrise in base rates shortly 
after the election. ■ 


Yesterday’s house price fig- 
ures confirmed the picture of a 
buoyant consumer economy, 
although the Halifax cautioned 
that prices were fluctuating 
from month to month. 

The recovery was “still only 
at a modest pace, with no in- 
dication of die boon conditions 
of the late Eighties," it said. 

Yesterday’s mandfactnring 
activity index feD slightly from 
53.4 in February to 525 last 
month, remaining well above, 
the dividing line of 50 between 
expansion and recession. . 

There was a strong rise in 
output, although a gain slightly 
less than February’s. Stocks of 
finished goods fen thanks to 
sales in excess of output, but 
new orders climbed at a foster 
pace than the previous month. 


Wail Street aside, the biggest 
fear was that last week’s quar- 
ter-point increase in US base 
raxes was only the first of many 
such rises. “The reality is that 
this is the first of a series of rate 
rises in the US afid the markets 
are readjusting to reflect that, 
said Martin Lupton, head of 
global equity trading at Dresd- 
ner Klein wort Benson. At 
home, rates are expected to rise 
whichever party wins the elec- 
tion at the beginning of Mty. 

In America, a degree of cabn 
was restored to Whll Street 
yesterday as stocks steadied af- 
ter two straight sessions on 
Monday and last Thursday of 
precipitate losses. 

In spite of a fresh crop of 
Strong economic news, the Dow 
Jones, industrial average 
entered positive territory in 
morning trading after di pping 
30 points straight after the 
opening bell. WhU Street none 
the less re mains on edge as in- 
vestors wait to see if New York 
stocks have suffered only a 
one-off correction that is now 
over or whether a longer-term 
bear trend is under way. 

A significant factor is likely 
to be the role of the US mutu- 
al funds, which this week re- 
ported an unexpectedly poor 
performance, in value-gain 
terns, for the first quarter ofthe 
year. The average gain for the 
funds was a mere 2 per cent, the 
weakest in. two years- 

Confirming the continuing 
strength of the US eoononty, the 
Conference Board reported a 
0-5 per cent jump in its index of 
leading economic indicators to 
1035 - the biggest such increase 
in ayear. 

The National Association of 
Purchasing Management, 
meanwhile, reported art. in- 
crease in manufacturing output 
in March that was the highest 
for two years. 

I n Lond on, almost a tenth of 
the FTSE 100’s foil was attrib- 
utable to just one share, BT. 
The 17.5p foil to 428p wiped 
more than 65 points from the 
index. 

Market report, page 23* 


Tadpole shares suspended as 
it foils to produce accounts 


Nigel Cope 


fhe problems at Tadpole 
technology escalated yester- 
lay when shares in the former 
tf amour stock were suspended 
ifter it failed to produce its 
innuaj report and accounts. 

Shares in the computer 
;roup, which stood at 423p in 
994, were suspended at 235p 
ollowing discussions with the 
itock Exchange. Under Ex- 
hangc rules a company must 
iroduce its annual accounts 
rithin six months of the end of 
is financial year. Tadpole's fi- 
lancial year runs until 30 Sep- 
ember, which gave it to the end 


of last week to deliver the 
accounts. 

Tadpole's finance director. 
Bob Booth, said yesterday that 
the publication of the group's ac- 
counts had been delayed “while 
a transaction was put in place” 

It is understood that this re- 
lates to a re-financing as the 
group seeks a return to profit 

The company, chaired by 
Richard King, is not thought to 
be in any talks that may lead to 
an offer. But the new funding 
is expected to be in place by the 
end of the month. Tadpole re- 
ported reduced losses of £4.4m 
in the year to September, down 
from £ 10 m the previous year. 


Under its new chief executive, 
Bernard Hulme, Tadpole is re- 
turning to its original brief as a 
original equipment manufactu- 
rer of specialist circuit boards 
rather than notebook computes. 

At its prelim maty results an- 
nouncement in November Mr 
Hulme said that the combina- 
tion ofTadpole's engineering ex- 
pertise with the marketing 
knowledge of well established 
partners would, “given the ap- 
propriate funding”, enable Tad- 
pole to realise its potential 

Thdpole has proved one of 
the most volatile stocks in the 
technology sector in recent-, 
years. Floated at 65p in 1992 the 


shares trebled in 10 days fuelled 
by its plans to produce the 
world’s most powerful note- 
book computer. The shares hit 
423p at the end of 1994 but 
began to slide almost immedia- 
tely after a a profits warning 
relating to delays to its much 
vaunted PI 000 computer. 

As the shares continued to 
slide the company brought in a 
new chief executive to replace 
its 35-year-old founder, George 
Grey. Thdpole has since said its 
mistake was to try to take on the 
computer giants such as Com- 
paq and Toshiba when it lacked 
sufficient marketing muscle. 

It has scrapped the Pentium- 



Ri chard King: Seeking a 
return to profitat Tadpole 

based notebook computer to 
concentrate on selling technol- 
ogy tO the franmi miratiniw an H 
network computing industries. 

The company has said it does 
not expect to record a profit until 
the 1997/98 financial year. It has 
not made a profit since 1994. 


Alan Sugar -passes go and collects £80m’ 



End ofthe fine; Alan Sugar said Amstradhad taken Dancali as far as it could 

Amstrad sells mobile 



Patrick Tooher 


Alan Sugar yesterday lived up 
to his reputation as a consum- 
mate deal-maker by selling 
Dancali, Amstrad's mobile 
phone business, to Robert 
Bosch, the privately-owned 
German electronics giant, for 
£92m/Ihe price represents are- 
turn of almost six times on 
Amstrad's investment in loss- 
making Dancali in just three- 
and-a-half years. 

“This is a real Houdini act," 
said one veteran Amstrad fol- 
lower. “Tb get out of the com- 
modity hand-held mobile phone 
market, pass go and collect 
£80m is stupendous." 

Shares in Amstrad closed 
215p higher at 2215 p, valuing 
the company at £262m and Mr 
Sugar’s 35 per cent state at 
£92m. 

“Amstrad felt it had taken 
Dancali as for as it could," Mr 
Sugar said. “Realistically the 
Amstrad philosophy has not lent 
itself to running a business in the 
long term.” ■ 


Since Dancali was bbught 
for £6. 3m from the receivers in 
1993 Amstrad has invested 
£10m, but the company re- 
mained in the red in the face of 
cut-throat price competition 
for digital handsets from the. 
likes of Nokia and Motorola. 

Mr Sugar said interest in 
DancaU increased last year after 
merger talks between Amstrad 
and rival consumer electronics 
group Psion collapsed. Interest 
intensified after Dancali 
launched whalH claimed was the 
world's first truly international 
cellular mobile phone at a trade 
fair in Hanover last month. 

“The virtues and potential of 
Dancali have never been fully 
appreciated by the sharehold- 
ers or the financial institu- 
tions,” Mr Sugar said. 

Andreas Nobis, a board 
member of Bosch, said the 
German group would retain 
the entire workforce of DancaU 
andwould increase its plant ca- 
pacity to over 2 million tele- 
phones a year. 

Analysts sail plans to return 


sbnte'of tite c&sh raised from the 
sale to investors confirmed sus- 
picions that Mr Sugar, who 
tried to take Amstrad private 
five years ago, was slowly liq- 
uidating the company. 

At the end of December 
Amstrad had a cash pile of 
£112m and foUowing the Dan- 
caU deal it will be left with 
Viglen, which sells computers 
direct to the public, and a 66 per 
cent stake in Betacom. the con- 
sumer electronics subsidiary. 

Analysts are concerned about 
where Amstrad's next block- 
buster product is coming from. 
There is talk of a user-friendly 
Internet browser being devel- 
oped while Amstrad is in line to 
share in a £5 00m order for 
BSkyB’s digital set-top boxes. 

Amstrad, a former FTSE 100 
company, was a darling of the 
stock market in the late Eight- 
ies. But the company slipped 
into heavy losses in the Nineties 
as recession and an influx of new 
competitors drove computer 
prices down.. 

Comment, page 21 


Marks & Spencer tries on clothes by mail order 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Marks & Spencer is to expand 
its home shopping operation 
with the introduction of cloth- 
ing catalogues from spring next 
year. The expansion is the 
latest in a senes of moves by 
UK retailers and mail-order 
companies to expand their ser- 
vices as consumers show in- 
creasing interest in shopping 
from home. 

The company wflj start re- 
gional trials featuring select 


ranges of adult clothing next 
year. It has developed a suc- 
cessful business delivering 
home furnishings, flowers, ham- 
pers and wine direct to cus- 
tomers’ homes. Last year the 
business recorded total sales of 
£85m. 

M&S said it was expanding 
the service in response to cus- 
tomer demands. “There are 
some customers who like to 
have the option of purchasing 
goods from home as well as 
visiting the stores,” a spokes- 
woman said. 


The group already sells busi- 
ness clothing from a catalogue 
and started a regional trial of 
school clothing last year. This 
will be expanded to a national 
campaign later this year. 

It is not dear which region 
will be targeted for the adult 
clothing triaL M&S has also not 
said if there will be any deliv- 
ery charge. However, the goods 
will be the same ranges as those 
available in the stores. The 
company said the catalogue 
would enable customers who 
shopped at smaller stores to 


gain access to a wider product 
selection. 

M&S already has an order- 
taking and warehouse facility in 
Warrington which will handle 
the orders. The company wfll 
also be recruiting extra staff for 
the mail order operation though 
it declined to say how many. 

City analysts welcomed the 
move, adding that it was no sur- 
prise. Tbny Shiret at BZW said: 
Tfs a good move and will give 
M&S the chance to access cus- 
tomers in a different way as well 
as offering them a wider range.” 


However, there are potential 
dangers. It is possible that 
catalogue sales will cannibalise 
sales from M&S stores. Anatysts 
said the retailer will have to be 
careful to avoid bad debts. 

But M&S has had a charge 
card far years and now has 5 mil- 
lion members. It has also been' 
running a successful financial 
services operation offering per- 
sonal loans, pensions and a 
range of inanance products. 

M&S’s expansion of its home 
shopping interests is the latest 
in a flurry of announcements 


which foreshadow the dramatic 
growth of catalogue shopping. 
Next’s home shopping cata- 
logue, Next Directory, .has 
proved a phenomenal success. 
And last year the Burton grq 
made its first moves into the sec- 
tor with the acquisitions of 
Innovations and Racing Green. 

The method of selling goods 
to customers direct fa growing 
at the expense of the old-fash- 
ioned “Big Book" catalogues 
where agents seS goods oh a 
company's behalf in return for 
a. discount 
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Institutions worry 
over BT merger 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 


British Tfclecom fa facing un- 
expectedly stiff concern from 
some of its largest institutional 
shareholders over key aspects of 


carrier MCI, with just two 
weeks left before investors vote 
ontbedealatan extraordinary, 
meeting- 

Some big shareholders arc 
understood to have requested 
further briefings with BT or 
called for additional informa- 
tion to clarity the company's 
claim that by buying MCI it win 
generate higher growth for in- 
vestors. The UK group has es- 
timated the merger will bring 
cost savings and other benefits 
worth £15bn over five years and 
will bring accelerated dividend 
growth. 

One bag institution, winch did 
not want to-be named, said it 
remained to be convinced by the 
commercial justification for the 

merger. "This is a very big 
merger with very large sums of 
money involved and it radically 
alters the rating of BT shares. 
We want to be sure it is the right 
thing to be doing,? said a 
spokesman. 

The concerns have emerged 
as MCI shareholders in the US 
prepare to vote on the merger 


at the group’s annual 
. meeting today. The vo 
•the first crucial test 
unprecedented cam; 
“market” the deal to i 
on either side of the 
Some US shareholders 
tied that the link with 
lessen MCTs famous^ 
sive corporatc culture 
shareholders will vob 
merger at an extra< 
general meeting on If 

A leading telecom 
dons analyst suggest 
though large share 
would almost certainl' 
favour of the merger. U 

likely to give BT a “ha 
after the deal went ihi 

“BT can certainly 
good growth numbers iJ 
to, but it’s the undcriyin 
of these earnings wnicl 
ceming shareholders," 
alyst added. 

A BT spokesman 
the investor briefings h 
well. “We have not noli 
people who were less 
as a result of the invest* 
shows we've been con 
■ — The feedback in gen 
extremely positive.” 

BT shares droppec 
yesterday to 428p. In la 
mg they foiled to reco 
ground lost as share-prii 
eraHy started to rally fc 
Steep falls early fn the 1 
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business - 


OSdSQQQl 

'here’s been no 
great world event or 
crisis to shake 
investors' faith in Wad 
Street's extraordinary 
ascent into the 
heavens, nor is there 
any obvious spoifer 
on the horizon, 
unless rt be the 
nightly appearance 
of Haie-Bopp' 


Wall St isn’t crashing; It’s just got the hiccups 


or 


AKSSKte' 1 turaing ***• - 

5har= nrS?^;f d , u P™ rds march of US 
much ^ 

tat “h d ^ ^ “ chan 6 e our stance im 
shares have begun to falter. Evens* 

•^rsss&cs S5KJE 

ffiZESSESZ** 1 * 

sis V*? a no sreat event or cri- 

SIS.??** lnvestors * faith in TOiH Street's 
extraordinary ascent into the heavens, nor 

° bvious spoiler on the horizon, 
j£|ess it be the nightly appearance of Hale- 
“PP' 30 astrological event which once unon 
™»u have portended LhcfeTof 
pnnees. As for the change in the US inter- 
esi rate cycle, that has been something so 
ong m anticipation that it seems astonish- 
ing it had any effect at alL 
NonetheJess, when markets become seri- 
ously out of kflter, as Wall Street is at the 
moment, it sometimes takes little more than 
the actuality of an anticipated event to shift 
them. To believe Wall Street is sustainable 
at these levels is to believe there has been a 
paradigm change in the global and US 
economies which in turn allows for a fun- 
damental rethink of traditional asset valua- 
tions. It is to believe the business cydc in the 
US is dead, that America’s undoubted world 


lead in IT, its deregulated labour and' capi- 
tal markets, its low-nneiest aid inflation-rate 
economy will persist for ever, allowing cor- 
porate US of A to cream off economic wealth 
m ever greater quantities. Hus is, of course, 
largely Illusion - so much hogwash. 

These conditions may have a bit further 
to run yet, but nothing is forever and to think 
the business cycle has been abolished for 
good is to abandon all reason. This in itself 
is cause enough to be cautious about Will 
Street The fundamentals may also be starl- 
ing to work against it. WfeiJ Street is being 
fed at present frothy heights by a continued 
high flow of funds into equities. If last week's 
rate increase is followed in short order bv 
another, and another, then the delicate eco- 
system which susains (he flow wifl be under- 
minecL Another half-point rise in interest 
rates would almost certainly cut it off alto- 
gether, since rates available for cash on 
deposit and on bonds would begin to 
become attractive once more. 

It can readily be seen that the Fed's next 
move becomes even more decisive than 
usual for WaD Street. There's no predicting 
what Alan Greenspan will do; there are few 
dues in what he says. Those who believe in 
the bull case tor equities insist be won't have 
to do anything since the Fed has at long last 
succeeded in setting the US economy on a 


Those who don’t point to recent revised those with a vested interest in the outcome 
GDP figures showing growth of 3.8 per cent of the bid. Is this what Mr Morris wants', 
in the last quarter. Thai's too high for a devel- Cer tainl y the ability of advisers to buy 

oped economy of Lhe US’s size and undoubi- j shares in either party in an attempt to swing 
edfy inflationary. A full-blown crash con tin- s the result would also have to be banned u 
ues to look highly unlikely but a period of I we went down this route. Indeed, m the 


sustainable glide path of tow inflation and rea- 
sonable growth, requiring only minor adjust- 
ments to the controls every now and again 
(more of the death of economics here). 


adjustment to reality very credible. 

Buying ban would not 
help takeover process 

D avid Morris, former chairman of North- 
ern Electric, raises a good talking point 
by suggesting the cards are unduly stacked 
against defending companies in the takeover 
code, even if there seems no immediate pos- 
sibility of reform. By choosing the election 
campaign to launch the debate, he's also giv- 
en it a political twist, for it is well known that 
Labour, even in its new form, abhors the cul- 
ture of takeover that permeates British in- 
dustry and commerce, blaming it largely on 
City money-making short-termism. 

But Mr Morris is wrong on his specific 
grievance - the ability of bidding companies 
to buy shares in the' target after the bid is 
launched. Mr Morris claims that without this 
concession. Cal Energy would not have won 
its bid for Northern Electric last year, and 
that the practice should he banned, as it is 
in the US. The trouble is that the situation 
is not made any better by hs illegality in the 
US, where the fate of takeover bids is 


largely determined by arbitrageurs and i From the outset, his ability has been that of 


| making a fast buck out o[ a gap in the mar- 
I ket - whether it be no-frills hi-fi. cheap and 
j cheerful word processors ur aesthetically dial- 
lenged satellite dishes. 

I The great wheeler-dealer once said: 
I “We're interested in mass-merchandixinc 
! anything. If there was a market in mass-nro- 
| du’ced nuclear weapons, we'd market them 
i too.” Mr Sugar's trick is to get out as soon 
! as the big players in the consumer electronics 
j world move in with their greater marketing 
j clout and distribution power. 

So the decision to sell toss- making Dnncall 

- the jewel in what's left of Amstnicfs crown 

- comes as no surprise. Mobile phone hand- 
sets have become a commodity, selling for as 

. little as £10. It is now a market for lhe big 

that. Labour wifl no doubt I boys. Thai the Dancafl deal nets Amstrad *s 
investors a sixfold return on a £ lb Jm invest - 
menl over threc-and-a-half years speaks vol- 
umes for Mr Sugar's trading instinct v 
Mr Sugar has met his niaieh in the City - 
the supposed citadel of short-term ism. Five 
years ago institutional investors blocked his 
plans to take lowly-rated Amstrad private, 
describing Mr Sugar's bid as an attempt to 
buy the company on the cheap. .And Iasi year 
a merger with reion broke down over price. 
His latest move, coupled with talk of relum- 
ing value to shareholders, looks like con- 
trolled liquidation of Amstrad. H is also a 
further indication that Mr Sugar. 50 last 
week, wants to spend more lime with Tot- 
tenham Hotspur, the under-achieving Pre- 
mier League dub he controls. 


Northern case it was rather a question of sk 

i ol one, half a dozen of the other, for North- 

I era’s own advisers engaged in pr ecisely this 
! sort of market operation with disastrous reg- 
ulators consequences. 

It seems quite wrong that the ability of 
investors to buy and sell shares should be 
curtailed so as to enhance the difficulties of 
a successful takeover. The logical conclusion 
to this line of thought would be to ban all 
dealings during the course of a hid: few peo- 
ple would support that. Labour wifl no doubt 
try to make takeovers more difficult oneway 
of another - whether it be through regula- 
tory means or competition policy- But this 
kind of meddling with the market doesn't 
seem the appropriate way. 

Sugar has met his 
match in the City 



flogging 

car aerials from the hack of a van in his na- 
tive Hackney Mr Sugar has always prided I 
himself on his ability to make a quick turn. 1 


Resort 
Hotels chief 
jailed for 
eight years 


John WQIcock 


Robert Feld, the former man- 
aging director of Brighton- 
based Resort Hotels, was jailed 
for eight years yesterday after 
being convicted of making false 
statements and using forged 
documents during a £20m rights 
issue five years ago. 

The conviction is an impor- 
tant success for the Serious 
Fraud Office (SFO), which 
fought the case, coming. after, 
years of high-profile failures like 
the Maxwell case. 

It is also likely to have reper- 
cussions for Coopers & Lybrand, 
the reporting accountants on 



Robert Feld: convicted of 
fraud In £20m righto issue 

Resort’s rights issue in 1992. Tbe 
trial judge, Mr Justice Zucker, 
cfl jH during his summing up at 
Middlesex Guildhall Crown 
Court that there was evidence of 
negligence by Coopers. 

Feld, 45, was convicted of 
three offences of making false 
statements in financial docu- 
ments and nine offences of us- 
ing forged documents. Four 
other fraud offences were or- 
dered to remain on file- He was 
also disqualified from a c ting as 
a company director for 10 years. 

The verdict brings to an end 
Fold's luxury life style, which in- 
cluded two properties in East 
Sussex, one in Knigfatsbndge. 

and a fourth in the south of 
France. He also had a yacht 
moored at Beaulieu-wr-Mer. 
France during his rapid nse to 
prominence in the 1980s. 


The case was investigated by 
the SFO with the assistance of 
a team from the Sussex Police 

on the*?alse picturetiiat Feld 
presented of Resort’s financial 
position in 1992 when he 
launched the £20m rights issue. 

Feld bad quickly built the 
hotel chain up to over 50 prop- 
erties, largely through rights 
issues, which enniulatively 
attracted over £50m from share- 
holders-H^U^^orged docu- 
ments to" mislead Coopers and 
merchant bankets Barclays de 
Zoete Wedd as to the com- 
pany's expected profits and its 
level of debt. 

The issue was a success but 
one year later Resort’s shares 
were suspended. Receivers from 
Ernst & Young were sent in on 
1 June 1994, when the com- 
pany’s debts stood at £140m. J 

Feld was arrested and in 
December 1994 he was charged 
with 16 fraud offences. His trial 
started last November.' 

Nfr Anthony Evans QC for die 
prosecution, described Feld 3s a 

“hungry" borrower. He told the 
jury: “Robert Feld was the driving 
force behind the business .. . He 
was Resort Hotels." Documents 
were forged by Feld or onhis in- 
structions, and shareholders were 
induced to part with £20.6m_ 

Feld's story started . in 
Brighton, where his parents 
were hoteliers. He started work- 
ing for them in 1972 after drop- 
ping out of university. -and 
became a partner in the family 
business four years later. 

In 1983 be formed Norfolk 
Resort Hotel, and bought the 
famil y partnership and Preston 
Continental Hotel (Brighton ), a 
company formed by Feld and his 
aster in 1980. He raised money 
from the Business Expansion 
Scheme (BES). 

Feld gained greater access to 
finance by gaining admission to 
the Unlisted Securities Market, 
the precursor to AIM, in 1988, 
and a fiifltistmg later in the 1980s. 
By that time Feld had cha n ged 
the company’s name to Resort 

Hotels, and was conce n t ra ti n g on 

Sstar hotels and the business and 
conference trade. 



Over them 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Pubs group JD Wetherspoon 
announced an accelerated pub 
opening programme yesterday 
in a move that industry watch- 
ers said was a first defence 
against a rumoured bid from 
brewing gfant Scottish & New- 
castle., 

The company said the an- 
nouncement that it planned to 
open 350 outlets by 200L cre- 
ating 10,000 full- and part-time 
jobs over the next five years, had 
nothing to do with a weekend 
press article suggesting S&N 
had run its slide rule over die 
test-growing pub retailer. 

■Wetherspoon has been the 
subject of bid speculation for 
some time after swoops by the 
brewing leaders on other fast-: 


etfverspoon's expansion plans will create Iff, 000 full- and part-time jobs in the next few years 

Wetherspoon to 
open 350 pubs 
in five years 


growing concept pub and 
restaurant groups. Over the 
past year Whitbread has ac- 
quired RsBcan, Greene King has 
bought the Magic Pub Com- 
pany and Rank has snapped up 
Tbm Cobleigh. 

In each case the large inte- 


to buy a ready-made launch pad 
into the eating-out market. 


which analysts believe is the 
fastest-growing part of the 
leisure market Britain lags far 
behind the US in terms of 
spend per head on eating and 
drinking outside the home but 
it is catching up fast 
Wetherspoon, which has 170 
pubs around the country em- 
ploying 5,500 people, is look ' 
to build its chain at around i 


pubs a year. “Our jobs pro- 
gramme is one of the biggest in 
the pubs industry and will be a 
major boost for many regions," 
said Tim Martin, the group 
chairman. 

The group, which last month 
reported a 46 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits to £8.1m for the 
six months to January, said 
capital expenditure in the year 
to July was likely to be in the re- 
gion of £52m. It opened 18 pubs 
in the first half and expects to 
open another 30 in the second 
half as the roll -out rate builds 
to 60 openings a year. 

Wetherspoon has been one of 
the most successful of recent 
flotations, its shares having 
risen almost tenfold since it 
floated at the end of 1992. Yes- 
terday they dosed 25p lower at 
LISSp. 


Labour backs Taskforce 2000 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Labour would continue to fund 
Ihskforce 2000, Ibe Govern- 
meni-sponsored body created to 

publicise the mfllehnium com- 
puter timebomb, if the party 
won power in the election, a 
spokesman confirmed. 

The news comes as the 
Department of Bade -and In- 
dustry, which set up Thskforce 
2000, is believed to have offered 
short-term funds to help the 
body over its cash crisis. Public 


funding for the group, run by 
computer consultant Robin 
Guenier, officially ran out on 
Sunday, though the DTI is 
understood to have committed 
an extra £80,000 to keep it 
going over the election period. 

Thskforoe 2000 was set up last 
year after the Intervention of Ian 
Ihylor, Minister for Science 
and Tfechnology. who has cam- 
paigned to get the problem 
more widely understood. The 
DTI provided a £170,000 grant, 
wfaDe commercial donors paid 
about £90,000. Most of the 


cash has gone on the Thsk- 

Joree’s publicity campaigns. 

Geoffrey Hoon, Labour's 
telecommunications and sci- 
ence spokesman, said the party 
had agreed to continue funding 
the taskforce. He said the com- 
mitment involved a “tiny" sum 
of money and did not raise pub- 
lic spending issues. 

The taskforce has five staff, 
including two secretarial work- 
ers on a free loan from a private 
donor. The other two are con- 
sultants - one on secondment 
from the DTI and another from 


the computing group EDS. 
Only Mr Guenier's salaiy is paid 
from the mixture of public and 
private grants. 

Labour's decision is likely to 
be greeted with huge relief in 
Lhe computer world. Experts 
have predicted chaos across 
industry and commerce at the 
millennium because most com- 
puters cannot cope with the date 
change. Almost all computer 
programmes can only recognise 
two digits of the year and may 
cease to function when the 
date changes to 2000. 


Investors sue over mining 
group’s Borneo gold claims 

. . . i* xt and nartnpr Fn-pnOrt MeMoRHJ] 


David Usborne 

New York 


As trading in its shares was re- 
sumed yesterday htoji 
Bre-X, the beleaguered Cana- 
dian exploration company, 
faced two class-action lawsuits 

from stockholders who are ac- 
cusing it of overstating the ex- 
S^Tof gold deposits al its 
much-trumpeted Busang find m 

,h ^^e°o^re-X plunged 
SO per cent in a matter ofmm- 

u^lastThursd^afterm^ 

1 wind of reports that the 
Busang find may producecmty 
a fraction of the gold ra.tia£ 
promised by the HUpnpOn 
{fa: Nasdaq market, before trad- 
w wasbahed, Bre-Xshares fell 

to $1.97 from 59.41. . 

Two groups of Bre-X stock 


holders from New Yoik and 
Ttxas are seeking unspecified 
damages from tbe company in 
separate class-action lawsuits. In 

one, investors accuse the Bre-X 

chair man and founder, David 
Walsh, and other company 
officials of “fiandulent and 
wrongful activities". 

Bre-X. a tiny company that 
has never turned an operating 

profit, became the darling of in- 
vestors after it boasted a stale 
of deposits at Busang that 
would have made.it the biggest 
single gold discoveiy m the 
world this centmy. Wfafe ft 
formally put the find at 71 mil- ■ 
lion ounces, some sourcessug- 
gested that it would come out 
dpser to 200 mfllitm- 

The bottom feD out of me . 
mmoanv on Thursday, follow-; 
ing news from a prospective 


partner, Freeport McMoRan 

Copper & Gold of New Orleans, 

that its own test drillings at 
Busang had turned up “only in- 


,je Busang mystery ha$ 
meanwhile been deepened by 
.reports from the region of the 
death, apparently by suicide, of 
Bre-X’s principal geologist at 
fhe site, Michael de Guzman. 

Mr de Guzman was travelling 
by helicopter to Busang two 
weeks ago, reportedly to con- 
cede to a posable partner that 
the gold find was much less sig- 
nificant than originally thought, 
when he plunged 800 feet to the 
ground. Investigators have said 
‘ Mr de Guzman was suffering 
from chronic hepatitis and no 
fo rmal 'connection has been 
- drawn- between Ms death and 
the Bre-X d£b§de. 


Bueh investment in fabric 
maker sends shares soaring 


Patrick Tooher 


Shares in Somra, the tiny maker 
of yarns and woven fabrics, 
soared 72r> to 158 -5p yesterday 
after Neville Buck, the former 
chairman of exhibitions group 
Blenheim, emerged as a major 
investor. 

It is the second time the 
flamboyant Mr Bach has be- 
come invoked in a quoted com- 
pany since he^ walked away with 
£25m after selling Blenheim to 
Lord Hoilick’s United News & 
Media for almost £600m last 
year. 

’ He recently took a 29.9 per 
cent stake in BBB. a small de- 
sign and marketing company 
which he now chairs. 

Shares in BBB Design have 
risen sharply since Mr Buch's ar- 
rival, rising from a low of 16p 


to over SDp before settling back 
at last night’s close of 65p. 

Mr Buch seems to have 
worked a similar trick at Som- 
ic where his investment is al- 
ready showing a paper profit of 
£330.000. 

In a statement Somk said Mr 
Buch, together with a family 
trust and a company associat- 
ed with him, had bought 
464,000 shares in Somic. rep- 
resenting 21.9 per cent of the 
company. 

Somic added that it had ap- 
pointed Mr Buch and three oth- 
er directors as non-executives of 
the company. 

Together the four new direc- 
tors hold 34.4 per cent of Som- 
ic. All these share deals were 
made on 27 March. 

Richard Blackburn . who will 
continue as executive chair- 


man and managing director, 
yesterday sold a 9-2 per cent 
stake in Somic at 78.6p, raising 
£153,000 before costs. Mr 
Blackburn retains a 7.3 per 
cent interest in Somic. 

In the year to March 1996 
Somic blamed depressed de- 
mand for uphoisteiy yams for 
a 25 per cent drop in pre-tax 
profits to £232fl00 on sales 8 per 
cent higher at £4.5m. 

Mr Buch was unavailable for 
comment yesterday, though he 
indicated after the Blenheim 
deal that he wanted to return to 
the City, albeit in activities un- 
related to exhibitions. 

Mr Buch was at the centre of 
a protracted five-month bid 
battle for Blenheim, which also 
received rival bids from pub- 
lishers Reed International and 
VNU. 


In Brief 


Vodafone subscriber growth slows 

Vodafone Group. Britain’s largest mobile phone network, has 
released disappointing subscriber growth numbers for the first 
three months of the vear. Its net subscriber base grew by ti7,(NN>. 
down from 146.000 in the last quarter of 19%. Analysis blamed 
large numbers of customers leaving after heavily discounted in- 
centive packages, sold over Christmas 1995. had expired. Orange 
is likely to release better figures this morning, showing net growth 
of some 90,000 subscribers between January and March and con- 
firming it as the fastest growing of the four mobile operators. 

Think-tank backs minimum wage 

A minimum wage is needed to lift low-paid families nut of the 
poverty trap: according to a report published today by the Employ- 
ment Policy Institute. Author Holly Sutherland said that currently 
nearly all of any increase in earnings is taken awtiy in higher lax 
and reduced benefits. Means-tested benefits help to keep some 
people in poverty. A minimum wage would cither remove or re- 
duce the poverty trap, especially if combined with lower tax rates. 

Racal looking for Network partner 

Racal Electronics, the defence to electronics group, has confirmed 
it was considering taking on an equity partner in its Network Ser- 
vices business. It said it was too early to give a potential value of 
any external investment and was seeking to expand the business 
ahead of deregulation of the European Union's telecom services 
in 1998. Racal Network Services is the second largest UK provider 
of managed data network services, and seventh largest in the world. 

Japanese banks to restructure 

Those of Japan's biggest banks are to restructure ahead of dereg- 
ulation aimed at exposing Japanese financial institutions to 
greater international competition. Hokkaido Takushoku Bank is 
to merge with rival Hokkaido bank, and Nippon Credit Bank is 
to close three non-bank affiliates and shed a fifth of its workforce. 
All three banks wfll withdraw from overseas business. Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashiznoto announced a so-called Big Baqg programme 
in November to lift restrictions on financial products and pricing. 
The Finance Ministry estimates Japanese banks owe Y3u,l)U0bn 
(£149bn) fa bad loans, mostly linked to property deals in the early 
1990s. Private economists put the figure two to three limes higher. 

GKN teams up with European firms 

GKN Defence, part of the UK engineering group GKN. plans to 
tender for German and French defence orders jointly with France's 
Giat Industries and the German consortium Aige/GTK. They plan 
to tender for an initial 200 vehicles each with common specifications 
and have signed a letter of intent to co-operate on the develop- 
ment of an armoured personnel carrier. They said they would det- 
ermine the maximum amount of common components and propose 
a common organisation to limit development and production costs. 

Rolls wins $240m order from airline 

Rolls-Royce has clinched a deal potentially worth $240m (£14hm) 
with Continental Airlines. The airline has ordered RB21 1-535 
engines for up to 16 additional Boeing 757s. The deal also in- 
volves Rolls-Royce Canada in an eight-year repair and overhaul 
package. Rolls-Royce Capital and Rolls-Royce Commercial 
Aero Engines arc to supply spare engines worth over $45m. 

Triplex buys German engineer 

Triplex Lloyd, the UK engineering group, has acquired TFB Fvin- 
gusswerk Bochum, the German company which casts blades and 
vanes for turbine engines, from Thyssen Guss AG, a member of 
the Thyssen AG vorm August Thyssen-Huctle metals group. Triplex 
is to pay DM 17m (£6m j, followed by DM Kim if turnover targets 
are met (n the next five years. 

Salehurst plans £2m placing 

SalebursL, the supplier of paper to magazine publishers, announced 

‘ iange through j 


,.. r . ... ;puhbshcf 

plans for a full listing on the London Stock Exchan^. „ 

placing which values it at £15m to £18m. It hopes to raise around 
£2m to exploit growth opportunities and reduce gearing. 


H your Building Society is turning into o bank 

LAUGH 

all the way to the Building Society. 
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Hammerson merger makes sense 


T he leaked merger talks between 
Hammerson and MEPC were a 
surprise, but they make for 

a number of reasons. An enlarged 
g^oup would jump into the FTSE 
index, attracting tracker funds, provide 
some geographical diversity and give 
Hammerson the cash flow to fund its 
ambitious development programme. A 
bid would be a well-timed oppor- 
tunistic attempt to take advantage of 
MEPC’s perceived current 
MEPC’s shares rose 7.5p to 485p yes- 
terday as the market treated with a 
pinch of salt the official statement that, 
discussions were over and focused on 
Hammerson's refusal to rule out a hos- 
tile bid for its larger rivaL 
Attempts can be expected from 
both sides to highlight differences 
over the next few reeks, but really there 
are remarkable similarities between the 
companies. Both expanded overseas in 
the hope of ironing out the property 
cycle at home. Both failed to do so and 
suffered in the industry slump that fol- 
lowed the late 1980s boom. Both have 
had a degree of success in dicing them- 
selves out of that self-inflicted hole. 

The two companies are perceived in 
contrasting lights in the City, however, 
thanks to one fundamental difference. 
At MEPC, James Tuckey, who was in- 
strumental in disastrous developments 
such as London's Alban Gate, is still 
in place. Hammerson has benefited 
from the appointment of former Grey- 
coat man Ron Spinney. 

Hammerson is the sector’s delin- 
quent son who has seen the light and 
mended his ways. Its decision to rein 
in its sprawling world-wide portfolio, 
while retaining some exposure to the 
troubled (but hopefully recovering) 
European markets, has been praised. 
It has also taken the current sector bull 
run by the horns and rolled out an am- 
bitious expansion programme. 

MEPC by contrast, has proceeded 
with the caution of a company that 
burnt its shareholders’ fingers so badly 
last time round that this time it is taking 
no chances. It has sold out of Europe, 
arguably at the wrong end of the 
cycle, and focused on the US retail 
market, where competition is stiff. 

Selling smaller high-yielding build- 
ings in favour of lower-yielding, but 
higher-growth, large properties is the 
right. thing to do but it will hit income 
in the short term, leaving little scope 
to raise the dividend which has been 
pegged at 20p throughout the 1990s. 

As this column pointed out after 
Hammerson’s figures, the company is 
as well placed as any to benefit from 
the improvement in tbe property 
market, but its shares, at 431.5p, already 
factor in much of the good news. 
MEPC with its shares trading at 
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about forecast net asset value for this 


i gross yield of 5.1 per cent. ’ 
a bid remains a possibility however, the 
shares are worth holding. 

Liberty gets rid of 
another distraction 

L iberty's decision to sell its half 
stake in the ‘'no-brand' 1 Muji 
stores to its Japanese joint-ven- 
ture partner, Ryohin Keikaku, is hard- 
ly a surprise. 

The new liberty management team 
led by chairman Denis ' Cassidy and 
chief executive Ian Thomson has a 
stated strategy to concentrate on the 
group's flagship store in London's 
Regent Street as well its airport shops 
business. 

The regional branches were closed 
last year while the board is dreaming 
up ways of expanding the Regent 
Street store by freeing up space 
currently occupied by wood-panelled 
corridors and dark, dusty rooms lined 
with Liberty family portraits. 


Mr Thomson believes that there is 
an estimated 45,000 to 50,000 square 
feet of additional retail space that can 
be freed up. 

There will be a little more as a result 
of the Muji deal because Liberty is 
reclaiming the main outlet in Great 
Marlborough Street, creating an 
additional 3.000 square feet for the 
Regent street store. 

'Hie £ 1.25m price tag may not look 
much but it was probably the right 
time to selL 

Since it first started trading five or 
six years ago, Muji has only just 
started making profits* with a pre- 
exceptiooal figure of £110,000 on 
sales of £4m last year. 

Last years figure was turned into 
a £116,000 loss after exceptional hems 
such as the closure of the Glasgow 
branch. 

liberty shares have come off quite 
a bit since their 440p level at tbe 
be ginning of the year and fell a 
further l^p to 367 Jp yesterday. 

With full-year results dne later 
this month there are no forecasts 
available for what is a small company 
with a dominant 44 per cent stake held 
by the Stewart-Liberty company. 

This may seem a deterrent, as 


might the company’s exorbitant rating 
based on recovery prospects. 

Bat the new management has 
delivered on its promises so far and 
Biyan Myerson, the South African 
rebel shareholder of UK Active Val- 
ue fame, holds a 17 per cent stake and 

would like to buy the family out. Mr 
Myeison is supportive of the new 
management’s strategy. Shareholders 
should do the same and hold on. 


Capita tripped up 
by profit-takers 


✓"Capita. 
I grouj 
V.-'^pingi 


MEPC: at a glance 
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lapita, the management services 
group that has grown by soap- 
'ping up outsourced contracts to 
administer pension funds or collect 
debts, and also operates the nursery 
vouchers scheme, had the dubious dis- 
tinction of falling further in percent- 
age terms than any other of the top 250 
companies vesterday morning. By mid- 
day it had fallen 75p to 630p, and that 
on top of a 17-5p fall last Thursday. 

It is tempting to see the slump as 
political, a response to the continuing 
Failure of the Government to make any 
real progress in reducing tbe Labour 
party’s mountainous lead in the opin- 
ion polls. But whatever backwoods in- 
vestors might think, the City has long 
since convinced itself that a New Labour 
government win of necesszty .be as keen 

on cost saving as the Conservatives. 

And as managing director fiaul Pin- 
dar says, 38 per cent of the group's busi- 
ness is with local authorities, tbe vast 
majority of which are already Labour 
or Lib Dem controlled. 

In any market shake-out, shares 
which have risen most become vul- 
nerable to profit-taking. Capita shares 
had doubled between last October and 
the recent peak of 825p and were in- 
evitably at risk when investors were 
looking to lock in profits in case of a 
substantial market correction. 

In fact the steep foil in the shares 
during tbe morning was driven by a very 
low volume. The largest single trans- 
action was 7,000 shmes, which suggests 
that there was no institutional selling 
at aH The shares yield just 1 percent 
but the group is cash-rich and analysts 
are not changing their forecasts for the 
current year. If the UK follows the US, 
where Z5 per cent of the labour force 
now works in call centres responding 
to customer enquiries, outsourcing 
has a long way to go. ' 

That is the good news. The bad is 
that, down 58p on the day at 647p, the ;, 
shares now trade on almost 40 rimes 
forecast earnings, which leaves hole- 
room for error. 


Time for Tesco to be 
on the receiving end 



A large number of leading re- 
ceivers are breathing a collec- 
tive-sigh of relief now Derek 
Sadi has been named bead of 
Royal Bank of Scotland's - 
joint venture with Tesco, 

Ifesco Personal Finance. 

It was Mr Sach who intro- 
duced a draconian system to 
RBS in 1992 when he set up 
specialised lending services as 
a stand-alone department to 

Sach, a former 3iman! at- 
tacked two of the receivers' 
most sacred cows. 

. Fust.he made them tender 
for receiverships, in contrast 
to the other high street banks, 
which handed out receiver- 
ship app o in tments to selected 
firms. Critics within the insol- 
vency profession claimed ihfa 
led to ^ow-balfing”, where 
firms which were keenest for 
the work would quote 
ruinously low fees. 

Second, Mr Sach abolished 
file practice of allowing insol- 
vency specialists who had 
been nursing sick companies 
to be appointed as receivers 
once the companies had gone 
bust. This annoyed the rest of 
the profession, who maintain 
that the incumbent specialist 
is best placed to handle a 
receivership. ' - 

None of which bothers Mr 
Sadi. His policies were a rip- 
roaring success both for RBS 
and its shareholders. As a' 
spokesman pointed out yes- ' 

. terday, “Tbe success of his in- 
novative company rescue . 1 

philosophy can be measured 
by the feet that RBS . 
appointed 418 receiversin . 
1992 and only 57 in 1995,” . 

Or as one receiver said yes- 
terday through gritted teeth: 
“He’s an extremely acoom- 
plished banker whohas done 
an extremely good job for the 
image of his bank.” - 

Greig Middleton healthcare 
sector analyst wins Durex lim- 
erick competition shock. I re- 
ported recently that London 
International Group (LIG), 
maker of Durex condoms •' 
among other brands, was 
holding a limerick competi- . 
tion to launch its corporate . 
web site, Competitors had to 
mention at least two LIG "" 
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Accomplished: Derek Sach's policies were successful 


products. I can exclusively re- 
veal the winner is Julia 
Dickson of Greig. Her wiu- 
ning rhyme goes like this: 
“There was a young dentist 

called Lee 

Who had run out of Biogel D 
He wort ten Avantis 
He'd pinched from his auntie's. 
Ax least they were still later- 

free!" 

I should explain that Biogel 
D is a type of surgical glove, 
while Avantis are condoms 
made from a “technologically 
advanced polyurethane mate- 
rial that is thinner and more 
sensitive than latex”. 

Company announcements 
have changed irrevocably now 
that so many football dims 
have floated. This week 
Chariton Athletic felt it had 
to proclaim to the market 
that it has “secured on a long- 
term contract file dub's excit- 
ing England under- 18 striker, 
Kevin lisbie". Would this ex- 
citing news ignite the share 
price? After all, it has lagged 
a bit since Chariton floated 
last month at 80p, only to fell 
to the mid-50s. 

Nick Bahrain, soccer share 
analyst at Greig Middleton, 
■says: Tma football fan and 
I’ve never heard of Kevin 
Lisbie. On the other hand, if 
be develops into tbe next 
Alan Shearer, that would be a 
good thing.'’ 

Mr Batram claims he can 
provide unbiased advice: “I'm 


an Oxford United fen. Most 
other analysts support Arsenal 
or Manchester United." 

Despite being a bom and 
bred “Os" fan, Mr Batram 
concedes it is highly unlikely 
Oxford will trouble (he stock 
market in the foreseeable 
future. Charlton's share price 
fell 2p to 61L5p yesterday. 
Keep practising, Kevin. 

Employees at lNG Barings in 
London are holding their 
breath pending an announce- 
ment by chairman Aad Jacobs 
on Thursday over a radical 
corporate shake-up. 

Yesterday a bank 
spokesman confirmed the 
Dutch bank’s international 
arm was to be merged with 
Barings, the merchant honk 
bought for a pound two years 
ago foUowingthc Leeson 
ddbacle. 

Barings survivors are keep- 
ing their fingers crossed that 
the newly merged global unit 
win be called ING Barings. 
The bank has titled the 
revamp “Blueprint'’ and set 
up a steering committee, 
whose lucky members will be 
named on Thursday. 

There had been fears that 
the 400-year-old Baring 
nam e might sink beneath the 
waves in this latest reshuffle, 
but a spokesman yesterday 
said ING Barings would be “a 
logical name". 

John Willcock 
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Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 

Top Fifty League Table 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 23 MARCH 
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1 

HR PETEK FRAN RENTAL 

JOSI MARTI 

866 

2 

MR ASHLEY BRETTUE 

RELEGATION IZ 

844 

3 

MR PAUL MATTHEW 

THE DOORMAT 

843 

4 

MR SEAN BROSNAN 

OASIS 

842 

5 

MR SIMON UU 

DEFENCE ROVERS 

829 

A 

MR IAN GROUT 

SILKCmr 

824 

7 

MR ALEXANDA FEAST 

THE ZOROSTRIAN ZENEnc ZYGRJE 

823 

8 

MR JOHN COX 

SOUTH FILL F.C. 

820 

8 

MR WILLIAM BARR 

KRUEGER EC. 

820 

10 

MR KEITH HORRY 

ORGANIC MANURE F.C. 

819 

10 

MR RICK YAP 

OUT OF MIND 

819 

10 

MR BEN KENDALL 

TURKEY’S TRIGGERS 

819 

13 

MR PETER FRAN RENTAL 

ARLENStU 

816 

14 

MR ADAM HOGG 

BLAGGTHOGG 

815 

14 

MR G WHITE 

WHITE CITY 

815 

16 

MR SCOTT MCINBINEY 

- 

814 

16 

MR PETER FRAN (CENTAL 

SANDINO 

814 

18 

MR GARFIELD JAMES MACALEM 

GARFELD BOYS 2ND 

813 

18 

MR GRAHAM LONGS DANE 

SAMSUNG'S STROLLERS 

813 

20 

MR JONATHAN MCCROSSEN 

WASH TOP ARMY 

812 

21 

MR ROBERT GREB4FIELD 

THE GULLS 

809 

22 

MR SIMON DRAPER 

PLATE EC. 

808 

22 

MR GARY HAYLES 

IOI ALLSTARS 

808 

22 

MR JOE GOODING 

TEAM SQUIDUPS 

808 

25 

MR j GODWIN 

NOKVOOD 

807 

26 

MRS J PERRY 

THE GREAT ESCAPERS 

805 

26 

MR DR MILLS 

THE MUSHROOM LAYERS 

805 

28 

MR TONY AKINDALE 

OLL1E VILLA 

804 

28 

MR JOHN WANE1NG 

4000 HOLES 

804 

28 

MR IVAN HOOD 

EAST GATE ROVSIS 

804 

31 

MRP CURRAN 

- 

803 

32 

MR TIM PAUL GERMAN 

ATHLETIC© ASETtCO 1 

802 

32 

MR ANDY LANE 

■F ANYONE CAN TOUCAN 

802 

34 

MR DARREN NICHOLAS 

EDNA 

801 

34 

MR JOHN BRITTLE 

FAKE MADRID 

801 

34 

MR KB MALCOLM 

INl fcK MALCOLM 

801 

34 

MR PAUL FULLWOOD 

KING OF HOBBIES EC. 

801 

38 

MR A SWANNEY 

•WSBWCK 

800 

38 

MR STEVE PAYNE 

MO FUTURE IN FUCatAY 

800 

38 

MR A MORGAN 

«« START 

800 

38 

MR SIMON HERMANSEN 

SIMON’S SUPER TEAM 

BOO 

42 

MR R PRINGLE 

“WOALEVii 1 * 7 

799 

42 

MR MARTIN RB4NICX 

VALD ROVERS 

799 

42 

MR MARK HAYDBI 

T?OWBRiDCE WANDERERS 

799 

45 

MR STEVE BAZZNOT 

BAZ2T-S DEFENCE 

798 

45 

MR PETER SHERLOCK 

LINCOLN ST e»« 

798 

45 

MB BEN ANDREWS 

BOOZEfTS BATTLBtS 

798 

45 

MR ANDREW BOLTON 

ANDBBlirSftTMM 

798 

49 

MR BILL COOPER 

YEP MOP 2000 

797 

SO 

MRTBUCY JONES 

ANDROGEN UNITED 

79S 

50 

MR RAYMOND CHICKEN 

ALLEKYE Mm FROM UNCLE 2 

795 

50 

MR ALEX FITZGERALD 

ALF CHAMPION'S ELECT- 

795 

50 

MR <5 TURNER 

DAWN'S Heroes 

79* - 
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T oday we publish the latest results in our 
Independent Fantasy Football game, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver 
Light Bulbs. 

The Team Market and Scores table published below, 
shows four scores. Due to the lack of Premiership 
matches played between Monday 24 March - Sunday 
30 March, column Wk33 shows no scores. Column 
B lists all points scored before tbe transfer period. Col- 
umn A lists all points scored after the transfer peri- 
od. The Overall (Ov) column lists the total amount 
of points scored in all matches played from Saturday 
17 August - Sunday 30 March. 

Also published today is the Tbp 50 League table (see 
left). It lists the overall top scoring Independent Fan- 


tasy Football managers and their teams for matches 
played between Saturday 17 August -Sunday 23 March. 
Results will be published every Wednesday in The 
Independent 'Tor all games played from the pre- 
vious Monday to Sunday inclusive. They will also 
appear the following Sunday, in tbe Independent 
on Sunday. The overall Top 50 League table will 
be printed every Wednesday and again on Sunday, 
•forms and conditions as previously published 

PRIZES 

The overall winner at the end of tbe season will be 
tbe entrant who has accrued more points than any 
other Independent Fantasy Football team in that 
time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip to the 1998 


? Lsth Moke, t toys yetis, if 
World Cup in France. The winner, plus companion, 
will see all the action of a quarter-final and a semi-fi- 
nal of their choice, phis the final. In addition, the 
highest scoring team each month will win a pair of 
tickets to one of England’s World Cup qualifying 
games at Wembley. 


SCORING SYSTEM 


4 points for a goal ■ 4 points for a goalkeeperfde- 
fender clean sheet ■ 3 points fora successful as- 
sist ■ i point when a player is selected and plays 
■ J poiat for a winning goal *3 points fora man- 
ager win, 1 point for a draw ■ Lose I point for a 
yellow card ■ Lose 3 points fora red card 


Team Market and Scores 


B.BdmtruihrpaM 
A • After transfer period 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 30 MARCH; WEEK 33 SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 MARCH - 30 MARCH 


COM PLATES 


TEAM l FOOTS 1 WUJt CM* HAWS 

Wffl B A Or tfal 


GOALKEEPERS 

300 Seaman ARS 0 38 V 

303 Basrach AV 0 5 42 

304 Flavors BLA 0 IV 40 

309 JOurizx CHE 0 21 0 

306 Hitchcock CHE 0 12 2 

307 Oerizovic 

308 Flfen 

309 Southall EVE 

330 Mirtyn /LEE 

333 James 7 LJV 

/LEI — 

DER 
MU 


CC*V 0^5 0 3 

EVE 0 25 28 33. 


• RnAAm* 

Sales 

Haifcnes 

NcsdlelG) 

Neville fp> 

Irvin 


335 Foote 

336 Boult > 

337 




MID ? Q 
, NEW 1 0| 

,i NEW;-! . 0 

£ NOT 

4 NOTV-0-, 
. i; sot ... 0 ’ 

346 Pressman <1 SW 

347 Co too S SUN ; : .‘a 

348 Witter M TOT ,l?0. 

349 Miklosko «L* WH -r.01 

330 Sullivan ‘,v WIM ; ;q. 


400 Drum WARS 

403 WirUjcrtucnS ARS 

404 Bould 

405 Adams 

406 Reown 

407 Staunton 

408 Southgate 

409 McGrath 
430 
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434 Tiler t 
433 Ben i BLA 

436 Leisure * BLA 

437 Cotenaa/hj BLA 
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' WK3J B A Or 
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(£■) 

COM 

rural 
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WU3 
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B A Ov 
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(*■) 

COOK 

HAVER 

LTV 

0 

2 31 

33 

3L0 

649 

Simpson 

DER 

0 

15 

11 

26 

12 

836 
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0 

6 

5 

21 

4 A 

650 
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0 

19 

3K 

57 


837 


LIV 

n 

0 


1 


653 

’ton Der Lam DER 

0 


HI 

12 

1.6 

838 

DuHta 

MU 

0 

3 46 

69 

3.7 

654 

EbteeD 

EVE 

0 

4 

4 

8 

L9 

839 

Whelan 

MU 

0 

8 

22 

30 

3.7 

655 

Jbodieiskfc 

EVE 

0 

17 

25 

42 

6.7 

840 

Ndiovtt - 

MU 

0 

36 43 

N 

4.1 

656 
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EVE 

n 

9 

13 

22 

18 

843 
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MU 

0 

20 32 

52 
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0 

17 

36 

S 3 

IS 

844 
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MU 

0 

31 40 

71 

30 

6S» 
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0 

6 

11 

17 

12 
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0 

18 

5 

■U 

22 

65» 
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0 

J5 

31 

48 

10 
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5 

■ 

U 

12 
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« 
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12 

28 

IS 
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u 
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2 

26 

22 
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D 

1 

11 

12 
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848 
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0 

20 

9 

39 

15 
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UV 

0 

22 

29 

51 

33) 

849 
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0 

20 35 

56 

4.1 
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0 

S 

2G 

25 

52- 

(«» 
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G 

21 

1 

21 

17 
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.0 

27 

33 

61) 

5.9 

853 

Desofl 

NEW 

0 

25 S 3 

58 

10 
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MeAteer 
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0 

15 

23 

38 

3.7 
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QjHwwra 
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0 

6 

3 

29 
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0 

18 

14 

32 

..U) 

KV.5 
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B 

24 

0 

34 

12 

669 

GiOJ 

MU 

0 

17 

31 

48 

7 A 

856 

Cteridse 

NOT 

0 

17 

7 

M 

3j0 


Bccttbun 

MU . 

0 

SS 

44 

r> 

52 

857 

Heakey 

NOT 

l ) 

15 

7 

52 

14 

fin 

Keane 

MU 

D 

2 

15 

17 

65 

858 
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NOT 

a 

12 


20 

19 
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MU 

0 

17. 

26 
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0 

46 

76 
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0 
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460 

HincbdiSe 
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0 

n 32 

7H 

^ 1.9 
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0 

S 0 

30 S 
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604 Parlour 
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606. HUHrr . 

607 Thylor 

608 Thwuaead 

609 Draper 
630 DotM 

633 Vacua 

634 Ripley 

635 Sherwood 

636 Ftitcraa 

637 Gufltt 
678 Di Mitten 

639 W&e 

640 Newton 
643 ftac ee k 
644. Salafco 
615 ."teller 

646 Riehvtbdn 
617 McAQster 
648 Jem 



.wn*? In 




_ B 

A 

Or 

(tail 

19 

47 

66 

4.4 
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18 

40 
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52 
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15 

13 

40 

53 

15 

13 
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49 

.10 

14 

4b 
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0 

0 
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3 

5 

8 
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0 
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5 
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52 
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37 

44 
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20 

S3 
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8.1 
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64 

92 
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52 

73 
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31 

41 

72 

18 
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11 
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27 

53 

80 

8.1 
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12 

22 
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3 

34 

37 

62 

n 

9 

9 

3.1 
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48 

90 
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17 

S3 

70 

6.7 

21 

29 

50 

4.4 
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22 

29 

7 A 
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4b 
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52 
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-S 
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IS 
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36 

4b 
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1 
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22 

4 

24 

28 

2.1 

B 

7 

20 

2_3 

19 

39 

SS 

7.4 

31 

1 

.12 

5.9 

8 

16 

24 

2.1 

10 

2 


4J) 

5 

14 

i*» 

5.1 

.9. . 

IS 

24 

KS 

8 - 

26 

34 

45 

4 

b 

in 

32 


.19 

74 

22 

aSs 

-27- 

in 

37 

BO 

19 

44 

63 

9.11 

3 

.34 

57 

7J1 

0 

n 

0 

b.O 

IS 

21 

36 

55 

4 

u 

4 

SS 

17 

ss 

.W 

SO 

7 

U 

7 

35 

14 

19 

33 

S3 

ss 

ss 

49 

4J 

r" 

s 

10 

3-3 

13 

21 

34 

iO 

1? 

13 

2 n 

u 

33 

27 

37 

2.0 

23 

12 

25 

15 

14 

2! 

35 

2J) 

a 

21 

4b 

1 1 

8 

1 

9 

4J) 

18 

29 

47 

5i\ 

16 

33 

49 

IS 


»Uun 


It yoawoaldEkt lo knciur more about Philips range of lighting prodHag,catlOI 81 686 1^66 (EaatasyRxHfaalltpmgimis cannot be ansH>etadtm*tbhlineL 


6 


! . 


C"4 







c 

























































































































































f . . 


, W>JwM iv 






AND NATIONAL Mudahim’s victory in Ireland reinforces the claims of Lord Gyllene 

Brookshaw resumes a pilgrimage 

the racing nuhi.v- ^ t .... '■ 


Jo the racing public at Iaree n- - 

noubif^T^^i Sth h f? Edl ™!? dso n talks to a trainer 
trainer of Saturday's (S^d a recorc * of Aintree family success 

. waQonaj favourite lArri r«ui 

lene. But to the people of fiiza- ™ ^ pul h Abased property and ia- 

^Lfley and Kirkby. on the so I '^ 3 ^t«omp^StMbdwen 

Manges of Am tree, he is already said vesterda? “S h^ & ¥ Properties, which recently an- 

an awe-mspmng figure. raSSi 1 f nounced P 1 ^*^ profit of 

The fair denizens of those like to nde^fw 80 aL7m for 1996. T> make sore 

Liverpool districts still talk of £ hL 2? be does not get bored in his 64th 
the April day Id 1995 wbentfiey SSSS h2t ^L Ej fe teen - W Sum A* the chairman 
watched the course’s fS £^ dHeidl will get al&year of Uttoseter and Newcastle 
hunters’ Chase on television. , racecourses. 

One contestant was goin» so betweS ?h^ 0 ° k ^^ UCCesS darfee does depart torn the 
wfld}y wide they all rushed out tradlticaia] perception of the 

of the room to push the tallbov femifo Sr S“ SDp ? ort ^ his high-flying businessman in 
up against the font dooTsS someme^s . Tfis voice does not 


way airport that day but even- 
tually charted a path that 
allowed them to complete the 
course. “1 went wide because he 

was hanging so badly,” Brook- 
«shaw recalls. "He almost took 
v me into the Canal [the jockey 
fatted to stipulate whether this 
was Suez or Panama].” 

Aintree has in fact been a 
dramatic stage for la famille 
Brookshaw. In 1950, in the 
days when the jockeys kisse d 
their loved ones farewell on the 
way out to the monstrous 
fences, Steve’s father Peter won 
the Foxhunlers' on Hi] mere. 
Thirteen years later, his uncle 
Tim, who had been the cham- 
pion jodcey, suffered a para- 
lysing injury there which was to 
remove his will to live. 

Steve Brookshaw himself was 
riding in point-fo-points from 
the time young boys attempt 
shaving even though there is nc 
hair on their face. “When you 
were allowed to ride at 14 1 did 


the Newmarket Saks. When the 
mare eventually won a race it 
was in the hands of Tim Brook- 
shaw. 

Clarke was interested in 
horses because his father had 
been a cavalry man. While 
many of those that did return 
from the First World War re- 
ported on the Irving hell of the 
Belgian killing grounds, Clarke 
air was able to recount rather 
more pleasant times in Envoi 
and India. 

Clarke jnr formerly trained 
himself at a location which 
sounds like the verine for Pooh 
and Piglet’s holiday, Barton- 
unde r-Needwood in Stafford- 
shire, but then retired to con- 
centrate on business. The 
aftermath suggests Britain’s 
trainers should be thankful for 
his exodus. 

It may be safe to assume yon 
wfll never see Stan Clarke wear- 
ing woollen gloves without fin- 
gertips in a soup kitchen. He is 
the chairman of the Binning- 


sonnds rather as though it 
should be emanating from un- 
der a tin hat on some scaffold- 
ing. In addition be has a near 
Howard Hughes-level of inter- 
est in hygiene, and is well 
known fin: having all the lava- 
tories' checked -at his race- 
courses before the gates are 
opened. “I hope the toilets at 
Uttoxeter are not only the 
deaoest in racing but the clean- 
est anywhere,” he said yester- 
day. “They’re modern and tiled, 
and they are beautiful 

“I don't inspect all the toilets 
these days, bat I have people 
who check them for me and 
there is a sign in every one say- 
ing that if anyone is dissatisfied 
with the surroundings they 
should write to me. I’m very par- 
ticular about that and Tm in full 
agreement with the headmaster 
who said you Should judge a 
school by its toilets." 

When Clarke regained his in- 
terest in racing, and specifical- 
ly points and hunter-chasers, it 
was Brookshaw who was doing 


the riding and then training. His 
efforts wub some wooden ma- 
terial earned aproraise that he 
would get an animal of distinc- 
tion from iris patron when he 
took out a full licence. 

Tbs pledge resulted in the ar- 
rival two yeare ago at Preston 
Barm, U&ogton, on Shrews- 
bury’s eastern perimeter, of 
LotdCyOepc. He did not take 
the accepted route of junction 
12 off the M6 and the AS, but 
rather Wukato and EDerefc, on 
New Zealand’s north island, 

where he won two novice chas- 
es before changing hemi- 
spheres. Stan Clarke Ekes Kiwi 
horses and their reputation for 
armoured hardiness. -- 

Lord Gyllene has certainly 
shown no underbelly this sea- 
son and his victory over Mn- 
dahim in Uttaxeter’s National 
Trial in February is beginning to 
look persuasive form in the 
light of the runner-up’s subse- 
quent victories in the Racing 
Post Chase and Monday’s Irish 
National 

Now Steve Brookshaw is 
looking forward to returning to 
the circuit that holds so many 
memories for himself and his ex- 
tended family. “It’s a great ex- 
perience riding over there fences 
because the atmosphere is so dif- 
ferent with everyone being that 
much more friendly and wishing 
each other luck,” he said. 

Brookshaw admits he will be 
nonco mmnnicativ e to the point 
of rudeness on Sa outlay and he 
witt have to take himse lf away 
to control the nerves. Stan 
Clarke, too, maybe seen in the 
Aintree loos, but that willnot be 
the result of tension. He will be 
checking out the opposition. 




Steve Brookshaw 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Broderick in intensive care BBC to show World Cup live 


Shane Broderick was in inten- 
sive care in a Dublin hospital 
yesterday following a bad fall at 
Fairyhouse. The Irish jockey 
suffered severe neck injuries 
and bruising to the spinal cord 
when falling from Another 
Deadly in the Nuzum Handicap 
Chase on Monday. 

A medical spokesman said: 
“Shane is seriously ill but there 
will be no long-term prognosis 
until the bruising goes down.” 
Broderick was initially taken to 
the Blanchardstown Hospital 
before being transferred to the 
Mater Hospital in Dublin. 


The jockey was visited in 
hospital yesterday fay Tom Do- 
ran and Michael Hourigan, the 
owner and the trainer respec- 
tively of the top chaser Dorans 
Pride, a regular mount of Brod- 
erick’s. Dorans Pride won the 
Power Gold Cup at Faiiybouse 
yesterday ridden by the sub- 
stitute Richard Duxzwoody.- 
"Shane managed a smile but 
there were tears in his eyes,” 
Doran said. Dunwoody said: 
“We re all thinking of Shane, 
who is one of the most popular 
lads in the jpddeys.room- I. 
hope t&KwiriSi3feto%imup'aP 


little,” Dunwoody said. Brod- 
erick was due to ride Back Bar 
in Saturday’s Grand National 
■ Going concerns yesterday 
threw partial doubt over the par- 
ticipation of Master Oats and 
Suny Bay in the NationaL Kim 
Bailey and Charlie Brooks; 
their trainers, are worried that 
the ground atAintree will be too 
lively to risk their charges. Bai- 
ley wffl walk thecotme tomor- 
row to decide whether to run 
Master Oats. Xheahseoce of the ' 
1995 Gold Cup hero would 
cause the weights to rise by 151b. - 
’Eesterday’s results, page 26 . 


Willie Carson arrived in Dubai 
yesterday for his first major as- 
signment in his new role as TV 
pundit The BBC won the race 
to show live the rearranged 
running of the Dubai World 
Cup, and win do so tomorrow 
afternoon as part of their Ain- 
tree coverage, with the former 
jockey as their man in the pad- 
dock, reports Sue Montgomery 
from Dubai. 

The timing of the $4m race, 
abandoned last Saturday be- 
cause' of heavy rain, has been 
brought forward to 4.30pm 
British time to fitin a 15-minute 


slot after the Gleulivel An- 
niversary 4-y-o Hurdle. 

The track at Nad A1 Sheba 
was re-opened yesterday morn- 
ing, just three days after it was 
all but washed away by the 
mother of all thunderstorms. 
The sun here has shone un- 
bfinkingly since Saturday, to the 
delight of the trainers of the 12 
horses who have stayed on to 
run for the sport's richest purse. 
Richard Mandella, in charge of 
American challengers Siphon 
and Sandpit, said: “I would al- 
most say die rain did it good. It 
looks better than before the 


storm. Now all we want to do 
is get the game under wav.” 

Most of the candidates for to- 
morrow's big race tested the sur- 
face out yesterday. 

Sheikh Mohammed's Sings- 
piel, who breezed half a mile at 
his owners private A) Ouoz 
training track yesterday, is now 
the leading European in Lad- 
brokes’ reformed market. The 
firm bets: 11-4 Siphon, 7-2 
Sandpit, 4-1 Formal Gold, 8-1 
Kammtaixa, FJemensfirth, 14-1 
Key Of Luck. 20-1 Hokuto 
Vega. 33-1 Bijou d’Inde, Luso, 
Even Trip. 40-1 Juggler. 




HYPERION 

JL20 Give And lhte Z5Q Lwetarfc 920 Fast Class 
(nb) 3-50 Super tactics 4*20 Potden Pride 500 
Country Lover 


GOING: Ftmi. 

■ Right-hand, unduteung course. Stiff US of sanum. Kun-in of 
250 yards. 

■ Court*. - Inton SW of Exwjct on A38. ADMISSION: Crandwmd 
A Paddock XU); Shaw Hngi5 (•eoompnierf under-I6»freoJ. CBB 
PARK: on rails £2 man bore; remainder free. 

l-jPKrjfgiiMpn] 

BUNKERED FDtST HUB: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DASR Mr &M«eJeiaB0) won 

Ee*l Glee 

■IIP miles by J J Quinn ream Sctuinison. m**"**™ 
lw Lad t4.m») nmu 144 mOcs by D NMvriaon from 
itng. Gkxvx-oimbln; Lowtark Iff 

than Byuin, Shroieddns 

' TwMon-Dovica Bwn Nron™. ' ' uSEtmi 
ui, M 13 a nuke, by F Jordan from Hntray, H*™“ ™ 

w» “*« * D Gandoiro 

Wantage. Oafordalmv- — — 

pfo SI ALL WOOL AXMINSTER100 AJVEWLE 

2.201 mqvice hurdle (class e ) £ 2,925 

added 4YO 2m 2f 

i 321 6WENOWE(2fl)|CJUP!fBll 4 

s jra S*JUWTOtM>NT«90n43BteslD7 Mr J GoMrteta [T) 

3 -Sdedarad- 

MOORLAND AXMWSTER 1 100 MAREff 
[ 2-50 1 only SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(CLASS G) £Z375 added 2m 2f 

_ — r . MiumiuainiWB lTuck7 1110 — — . M fXVWItP) 


•j aO-WS SWWT IEVEL pi) J PV® P ^ 2 ■* 

j pAJOW®BBICH(3fl P 7 JO 9 

l S 5^— ““S 

j ss 


ro Of\ 1 ROKALSEMON AXMMSfER 100 novice 

CHASE (Ct ASS D} £5000 added 2m 3f! 
110yds 

1 P592S3 RRStOAU(iqeJiaixl7U2 : Jt ft— 

2 2PS0F5 JOMMSaUXZKWnR fiotf 10 HZ IRntf < 

3 ssitfip ' mzaio uq Mp|pa 10 u 2 — um* 

4 DP4W5 ftl — MaP D»«Md 61011 A Pindar 

B 000/55- SORCEM (474) G Baking 6 IP U BOOM 

— SdKlMMt— ' 

B tn wae S4 Hmo, « fM Om, 4-1 Santa* 8-1 JDdM I 

-1 1 tit-*-* rrrf . . 

lo cnl TORBAY AXMNSTER 100 HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS 0) £4*000 added 2m 3f 
110yds 

1 : WOJF SOPBfDWJCSWRMrrSllll »RAataba{q 

2 1P6Q34 SMHMMtmmPmMnpaSUO BltaMfllB 

3 asm MR seUOE w 9mn Enta B 10 0 C Marta 

4 06UOP- WMCTtsia.pt ntaa)(q AHoBtafliOO— Jiaaaaa 

UitaunHtgttMiL rwtandBB)i^iMCq<alMI2lL 
BOTWfc 7-4 Stew fteBcs U«rSM«0a,M Statart.M KM Cijm- 
m 

ITOfl) ROYAL DARTMOUTH AXMlNSTQt 100 
L_!=i HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5500. 
• added 2m 2f 

1 1113-33 ' rau»t fUDEtW) (m G Ba*»K 9 11 lfl__ BOBtad 

2 mm ^ieapffmawitati2^pMc>iofc7iDia^jcMwn 

3 221US1 nSHQPS«Sll£dG)(CD)RFb)ll91fll -JFmct 

4 4XSV9 MCmSJXfm G Vmer8 IPO . Cl— la 

— 4- rinctand 

Mftn(iDK«rmiutan&«paddKM«j^»13lL 
BETTM; 4-7 PMHm PiUo, t-4 ttafeart BadaMO, 44. BUnpa Carta, 
2WMn*»JW « 

(XSKl AXIWNSTBl 100 AMATEUR MD- 

ERS* NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^25 
added 2m 3f 130yds I 

1 OODIU NOODMMHlEtlfll (B6 N HBlrt 7 11 13ta H R HBAoi (7) 

2 P3UM0 cmm a »rttgnRRMt6117.J*rfcH i > *M m rt i(l)B 

3 3344 C0C»flKmn»I23)NPIpBG117 arAftnoatnv 

4 340023 FORES im U9 0 NCMun 6 U 7 MrBIboartn | 

5 F'jOCfORDOH {42) Q8ailirK 511.7 rtE P44 > pnr (7) 

6 MOM JURE MfeU* 7 11 7 Mr B Start* (7) 

7 05PU-04 ntMASB0V(14)D8aEaa7117 — MtaKnMarta(7) 

,JLHp*& 8 301MO BBU-OK P* J 0«i 8 11 7— MTArtaUaff) 

- 9 PQff. KNBB0HCLS<U)SKrt«9U7 MrUattadp) 

10 MBPTHWEPHdMsTU? MrS IMcafca {7) 

!1 06WP0P jUKESH0RaMK(8SSHrtft6112 Mr1(Mrt(7) 


HYPERION 

200 lewh Janlne 230 Moon Devi 300 Domahe 
De Pron 3-30 Oatis Rose 400 Barton Scamp 
400 BOOTS N ALL (nap) 500 Samuel WUer- 

sptn 530 Fortunes Flj^rt 

GOING: Good id Firm. 

■ Lefttand cranscilad rtib long Hzaj^as, nay urns and • 


one IWoBt* ran-tn. 

■Qm taNon dK A448 by (he MrarSbvam. Wbrresnsr (Fbre- 
Rtte 31) mtlon lm. ADMISSION: Monbov S1130; TanerwOn 
SflXA Course S& (OAPs£Z£fl). CAR PARK: Free; picnic area 
peeking EL50. 


BUNKBXSD FBCT TDfflB; A Badge Too Fkr (SDO), Jnsc AMP 

(3-00) Hooted), Tbe Paring Doctor (2J30) (xtoarod), Lcdtart- 
«B(&0OJ. 

WINNERS IN TUB LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LON&DBEANCSRDNNEBa Bnckeebesth fX30)AB*rdy 
Breeae (4^0) have been am 169 ndle* by D M GrineQ from 
BrisJultag Rai, an Sanaa. 


jnO| ROUNDHEAD SELLING HURDLE (CLASS 
Zz_ J G) £2^75 added 2m 

1 20- lOW RunO(54)CEpitan6U7 JMmaB 

2 063306 SmEAPOSE [UJ (CD) B Uwelyn 7 U 2UrJLUoai«lyn 

3 03032 ASa4(Z3) (BF) 0<7Ned 8 110 VStattanr 

4 BRUVESproarcfwieiio Djamwi 

5 D4M CORPOIMIE RMGE (U) T Hni 7 11 0 PMetaodfla 

6 ASWOP BLBWMSfSQDrPPitlchBHl U)UD DrPPiMnrt 

r 04W RSTH«rin)BnaK86UQ IMo0Hdt2}V 

b 4G- wEsraasrpTflintaBuo. — . — — wm*** 

9 PPOO AB4METD0 NUCUJ IteLHAemewi 7 IP 9RBalanwB 

10 4006 MVDUEMI MlrtfBt (SB) M SManen 51D9 PHotay 

11 4-660R REMNMNMEtU]pnMns61D9 OBMbgbsr 

I 12 255363 TOMOOTOCOU. &N W R JucteB 5 ID 9 JRaOtno 

13 OMU RMXMSMTMP {14C Junes 7109 MKoVrty(7) 

14 1341236 SPfKMUSUN(34)DOvidDrt51DBJtartaWcMP) 

15 Q&0C6 WnNUom(lB}WJer(aS109 HrAMtdrtl 

in am mail 

arrows 3^ p mix u Hwvu m , za aaaa, m a sjta tadgmefc. t. 
lSbtahMtaB. JJM. flnrt tadM. 1M Utatavt, 28-1 otai 

looftl LEVY BOARD N0W1CE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
ir^Z Ji £2935 added 2m 

1 40- fENBRSS HUSSAR (648) CJadaxi 7 11 0 PHotay 

2 S NSiBDpxirtLRdwkSllO a Hdtadi 

3 030 «PiAS«00 [72) J SpeawigS 11 0 DBrtignatar 

4 0043 LEAP ROG (19] NGasdee6U0 WMartee 

5 2-004 «0MDEA(33}MrtCaT(*n7110 lEMan 

6 MORDROS Ms J Scnene 7 110 T Datcatrib* (3) 

7 3 flnwwatmp«w»6110 I Orton* 

a BOUOI OMMONDMamBd 5 110 BftM* 

9 0VOD5 Iff n»« DOCTOR 05)GBWfng7 110 JR Km^iV 

ID 0 ARDC KMXW (57) A jBfiSOp 6 10 9 Tttrt 

11 OODOPO BUEHWMU(40)6sanefkieSlD9 

12 34 SPm&CUeWRN{2S)MP|»410S tarMBeaa 

13 4F «JiaO{3S»iBttHlWga410B IftWolj 

14 HCMBF EUR N HfrtBSGn 4 10 3 MAR&aenM 

-UMdaml- 

Bensis W. Mpartat, saiMdUK, 64. Spring Cm***, B-l Mm Md, 
kBsdM Star, Tta RM Doctor, 10-1 oBw 

lonh l BROMYARD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
J £4,950 added 2m 7T 110yds 

1 tm DOUAJME DC PROM CFE) (BO) tta LT^*r6 118J(Belwiy 

2 F46-122 HBH IBWE A rtBMY 7 U B I A McCarthy 

3 230.-26 P«TSBR0T>€H(KlPHK^r91lS MRktadi 

4 KOPm QURUE Bff {14} R Budfcf 8 11 2 BPawfl 

5 OOOfiMS Dffi*S0Ne(21)PPaawfl7U2 os^fk 

6 16RW-P KUi(flnuS{7l)UMVMtansU112 NWtanUD 

7 PS?- >U21£'MUO{33S)T 910112 taRJUmmo 

8 BPPP IHrtJMWHU) MasPV*BJfl7U2 tayla*(3)B 

9 QMV-4 5FWECH0{32) R YMyCcte iB112 .WMtatai 

BEmNS 2-4 tafcBpaut. 7-2 Wpa load*, 4-lftmain« He Proa, 6-1 Oec* 
Sonft 9ph Echo, 10-1 Brauw. 20-1 Cfrrtla Baa, 23-1 oten 


PPOO AWMKTDOIRRtU) UsLIWhaneon 71DBR'BalaQwB 
4006 DAYDHEAM Bacvot (5E) M Sabnen 5 10 9 PHHMV 


9 POff- KMBBMCL50Z)$Kada9U7 l»UrtSad(7) 

10 MBP1»fl«Prt*(»7117 Mr S Midcabi (7) 

11 OGMPOP AUCESHORB4RK|SS)SIM0t6112 Mr1fttrt(7) 

-lldadarad- 

B&TMC: B-4 Rotes Lad, 3-1 Coortry Lmar, 5-1 Reel OMe, ID-1 Carte- 
Boonm, 12rl llortutart. 14A Mow ArtB. UHotnam 


i Funds 


,ii.- ***'•* 

.. -J 
„ r 


Mb.- 

•WS-.V- .. 

**7“ 

a’-*-: 



Six-length Trick 

Mister Trick's six-length success 
in the Sebel House Group 
Novices’ Handicap Chase at 
Wetherby yesterday foiled a 
gamble on the runner-up, The 
Whole Hog, backed down from 
14-1 down to 6-1- 
Hie stewards inquired into 


by Mufer Trick, 16-1, but ac- 
cepted explanations from con- 
nections. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
. NAP: Domaine De Pron 
(Worcester 3 j 00) 
NEbScotfay 
(Worcester 330) 


tBM,23-io ton 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



rafonl EVESHAM HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS q 
£4350 added 3m 

I 1 PPU42 BAMiHEADpmUJSpeartnBBll llJi»CSp««*j(7) 

2 1-2882 KMGDQM OF SHADES QS A Turned 71110 — PCoAony 

3 433J30 MSUfV0IR»pQMfr«HvDa«57U9J)ttartta> 

4 40022 SCOTOfpB)tlMR0Wtar7lOlO fiP»wl 

5 414241 BH»WS0rai0(ll{W)Jhn!»we5tD«> _ADn«ila 

6 134440 GeeWLH0Ua»B2)MPipe71D8 MaleEMU 

7 013:00 WCKHE BEAK (40) JcM R Lteon S 10 5 R$pptc 

8 042S33 ROW.PVS(KQtUtAJVfexilDlDA lHm« 

9 M6012 OARS ROSE (33) |ffiU9iqead 710 3> — NWBansoo 

ID 022 BR*CKB«eiaN(Z29D.«Bd6103 >*. *??** . 

J1 3B-3S5P UU»J(5^(CD)CI*rtX*9lOJ— , **SF B *» 

13 JW JMBA(OU(4n)RB^0sni4lflO DMighar 

ACrtun «tn:l(B. Tut hmcte«)Be«it Anbato te» 

BETWtt^UVlOM estate, 6-lrtrt,Wwdttted«tatatl 

Barfarf samfe SlSootty, Bartart, UW (tart »te IMottta 


fXr^COMMANPERYAMOBJRRfDERSHAND- 
IC/IP HURDLE (CLASS 5} £2&& added 
2m 2f 

1 IXU2V-P BAUET BWM. 03) p M H UwvBS S 15 0-™- 

„ tfrACtateJaftw (7) 


2 SlflffP lffiCMJRR0E(4qfqGBate9lll0JeJ7balditf(7) 

3 PRD63 NSMPSCfl0SS(l3)4iWsan8U0 UrJM cc6) 

4 121324 PSEBMCNWimmMPtaSU0-J*Hnn*l(3)B 

5 ©1-350 RMDT IASS (85) (Q (D) J Smm B ID 9— Mr 0 IfcPbal (7) 

6 00-4660 BMIIWSCN»(lG)mSBl«MimSlD7JeR«taiC9r 

m 

7 256621 ABOVE IRE CUT [M] C Moriodi 5 10 3 Mr P Scott (7) 

8 - 443333 Ct«SSaa(lS)(C)||D)jBatfEy8102JliHVBBtarh 
rnv 

9 FPS26P HUHWWBH1A) H Uemm 7 10 2 — MtaADo Sty (7) 

ID WWTP RBSOWBipG) ATunalTlDO Mr J Rem [7) 

11 3-0QH2 HAH6WG GROVE (14) P Uiipiv 7 lDOMrltattfrertiMiU] 

12 3S VFb BUN MIRAGE (2) R BucHcr 12 10 0 — JBn M OoaBta (7) 

13 OWm OASSeMLHVtQffleNliWrtSlDOHMPJtaaiffi) 

14 5338CP Diaur8PORTaa.{2DBUBrttaBlDONtaEJMaK{7) 

15 50H) MBT BAT BREEZE (Z7)RButar 5 IDO -Mr SDanck (7) 

-IGdactart- 

AfitintiB aetfC IDst Trx tanicap Me&its: fetoptn Sa 13&. t&itpig 
Gw Sa m fita Ur« » 10b Oiaic PN 9sr Gb Oa^r San G>f Ss 
3* Matter ten & OB. 

BETme 54 Afaow Tbo Out, B4 Paler Mammy, 7-1 Ktaft Craas, B» 
ws«amW. ll rtBlrt te) a , Ctaaictea04Ctar»BteA3-AMfr- 


RESTORATION NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
J-TS^WT| (CLASS EJ £4075 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 26B2U3 XWW.MW(33}aOROS*an811ia — 

2 R-0F424 SPBBIS TO BUNir (U) P Htesni ID 119 ICrtoqr 

3 35-2S3 RIDING CROP 00) |Bf) H Henfeson 711 4 »JRKbmm» 

4 425221 0aURTMASia(21)RBuMB9U4 BtaaaB 

5 1-F333P LDBSIHI COIDUSE (3S) K Botay 9 11 3 SHdM 

S P5CF QVRY f23) G McCcut 7 10 10 SafMo Htael 13) 

7 P56D HARIW BREEZE (34) DGmsd SID 10 PHoMayO) 

8 016064 Ml nDDUNB (14) 9 taCnn B 10 9 D Mvrt 

9 45-PB3R DANDE Iff (UJ A Canofl 9 10 8 DHWtt 

ID 00022 BOOTS N AU. (U) 6 Bumg 7 10 7__— ADotatn 

11 2HJU-52 RAMBKX(U)ta*Carten6105 IMRn 

12 54R2F5 KINGS SMUJMB (ZQ H OAuer 10 10 5 McqMOMr 

13 5464FT DRESS DANCE (27) N UKbd 7 102 — . — G Upton , 

14 5B6S7- SW**P DUTY (1BA7) N Henttnrrai 10 10 1 - — M A ntzgeraM 

15 /FBPff-P TOP IT All (46) P Nsfca 9 10 0 — — CUewfei 

lfi WWUS4 ONEDfVSdA Ms LMtfmB 8 100 MRfctortr 

17 0-FD40P BONNRI (2E) M Wmson 8 10 0 WMmta i 

10 633245 WMCW [14) A Time! 7 10 0 C Raa j 

-lBdoctart- 

MntaamartMJIbL7n«frinicrtW^JmA4LOwa«sSsri3siDt»- 

rrter. Hhnr EW II*. . 

BEnMB: 54 Mttag Crop. 64 Court Matter, 74 Loixter Cotta* Boots 
N Al, 84 Mel ItaK Data tap, KM No RUte 12-1 otbus 

reftn] WORCE S TER STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) (MV I) £1^00 added 2m 

1 ID SAMUEL UBJ)BtSPn(£()B>) DMttKtan5U.il 

RMHCtyP) 

2 6 BALUHA (U4) J OSnee 5 U 4 ITNata(7) 

3 BSH1E BAVARD R Jannmr HoueCxi 5 11 4 

f Jo*irm 

4 42 C£anHSHofmmqi*£o*rBlI4 PBiUP— 

5 326 DAIBBIS CHOKE (U) US M Jns 5 11 4 —..Darek Bjm* 

6 amMUUANr001tal6U4 vstottwy 

7 WNELCASnO(NQADuan5U4 JUsmey 

8 0 E»WD0KErilDCMfftadt5U4 ..JPutaghir 

9 J0L50N C Band 6 11 J — PHortoyO) 

10 5 MOHIROe(aa)RR0rt5U4- —O O'Srttan 

11 RUPERT BUIES JNrf|5U 4 MRktarti 

U 20 SnOPSHRE (MLE (11) (BF) S Smarts* S 11 4 

, XAtapmKT) 

13 6 STAR ADVBIHJRE (13) J Ewre 5 U 4 IfesElMM 

14 WMX£BROORKBalejr5114 SMcN* 

15 CHATTER BOK John R Upson 5 10 13 KSapfk 

16 WNOHISCHDGECW.P Hobtefi 10 13 — —Ji Wamoou 

17 M9BrSRfiSEIfc>Jfe!l*610U MARBMnM 

18 0- SO WEUXME (333) N Ltamckn 5 10 13_TBMdJuaat 

19 DUTY FREEA Kawy 4 10 12 lAltatafty 

20 JAZZDUER(7Staea41D12 A McCabe 

21 TMHVE CUB H Bafey 4 10 12 ATtamte 

22 AMMCUFFJKnc410 7 JCMhly 

-atakrt- 

BEIT1NG:S4SMiiiEmdcnpie.^'LCiiUiSliB4,74TVtlitCtab I ian- 

teamk, B4KidaMKUpi GM, 10-1 DoteiBab, 12-1 SMopottn 
Solo, IS-IoUnk 

PE^nl WORCESTER STAM5ARD OPEN NH FUT 
RACE (CLASS H) (MV 1} £1500 addad 2m 

1 21 MBflOT’MAD(32)(0)NH9ndeQon5UB_MAnilRai 

2 BRUSH Mini FAME PKtta 6114.-^. BToonoy 

3 235 COBte IANE (54) I WSfcna 5 11 4 -JOrtno 

4 DAWEWWKBrtJflUJ SUcMeM 

5 UBn»BSIffl.DC»BU4 HrAPMM 

6 REGALSPRMKBaieySUA ATtamtaa 

7 0 SARAS D6UCHT (106) DWctttaiob 11 i — RMncoypj 

8 0 SUER TREASUIE (U) l^UJtnes 6114 -_JMMfcBpw 

9 . CHABOT THOUGHTS MW**«n 5 ID 13-- WMamn 

ID HACK OH P rtm 5 M 13 , . DlKfarti»(51 

U UICYS RED SUPPER PJotw 5 1033 taLB>tar(7) 

12 HQSMHB H KaanaVh 5 ti) 13 JowM flfcor 

n ROfrUCJCSRPiEaS ID 13 — . MrOMenal(7) 

14 5 DESERT WAY (25) Urn h 4 10 U ICKoly 

15 2 JOTlWeFU«rt25)J»tt4M12 Htttadi 

16 LONGSHORE Mrs P S» 4 30 12 — MBamm 

}7 p4HWMLRASCOCPmren41012 SWywc 

18 0URMARFtMtZDOenar41D12 S ftoi Mqp t 

39 QUABMADC K asnoc 4 10 12 _BSrtdo(5) 

20 0 CURnSUSSBC0HDp2)Cter«fl4 10 7. — P Healey 13) 

21 WVZ0ECJWK4107 MKM0tay(7) 

22 HSS 0U£S SMCEK A CTMRtartai 4 10 7-, BPonrt 

-22tadsnd- 

SETn>tt7-4 AleWyMrtl, 64 Fottws FOdK, 64 Hock On, 8-1 DM* 
Dove. BnrtilMHi Nte BbM Woy, 14-1 ottan 


sport 


[3-y. v trj 


HYPERION 

2JJP M Utsr Barites 3^0 Rock Wand Una 

2j 4Q Da StB Here 4J0 Express Gift 

3, 10 ugh Premium 440 Hare Comas Herbie 

fiON&Salt 

g rtus- Imflfc Im-tfA ImTJ-jaandnwlc; 1mA I inH - InMii- rail Tif & (if - tar Mt- 
DSAW ADVANTAGE: Uqtfi ben for ] m Id I m If. 

■ B ^ jMrtpratetdtaewtrapwnhpcnnohawdloori. 

■Itaw<«D9vMKOihdrurafrMB7071.1iAmtlUMW«tnflrt(raiailaa|iwn'i(«&nD 
nhyM«)B«op. A D MISS ION: ChihSl'J; GrandnaMVfMMn^&T EnrUAPH. 
jrtitjrd A atwknts), oeewpanml nnrfcr-JOa free at) CRrinurcs. CAE PARK: Bw. 


a LEADING TIAlNBtS WITH RUNNEXS: J Berry - 39 mm from SIP num 
rtmoAOCKrtHnUtaf 16.4% and 3 Idm 10 0 S 1 lm) rtaht- of AZO-HS; Mix H bneley - 
SfwfaMs. I iftn w»av Jft-'We. JJ )M. Xnhfman* ]i lrtnnm. Jfil nmaaP> 
^33L2&; CUan W-1 0 wtmim. 64 num. l. r i.0%, 410.75. 

■LEADING JOCXBfB: X Dtrtep - 4 1 wma, 204 rides, 2D te 432.4 1; J Weorw - iTT 
rtte 142 rate 20. te +561.66 . 3 Carroll - :l| arm, I'll rate 160%, 417.04; J For. 

ne- 23 rtte I li nte 20-7%. +521.07. 

BXQiOCeBSO H»ST ■miK.-Swta* Coart 1 1 10V 

WINNERS IN THE LA2TT SEVEN DAYS: Here Cornea Dnttr 1 1.101 na at Mirwl- 

loqehoa'niindir- 

LONGEBtANCE KCNNBBS; WMcrBaakn (0.111) A Nadc+Ttaufr 10.40) harr been 
art 3B9 nte by W Turner from I'onoo Pothmn, Soiwrvl: VnMUa (1 10) A Fuotag 
(4,40) tm 361 mte by P Uairw Own AMwy. (Mbntahlir. 

ps-ffnl JMMY CRAIG MAX3EN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS Q (QUW.- 
nER FOR 2-Y-O SERIES FWAL) £4^00 added 2YO Sf 

1 imam BOY (GTnbocchl JBenyBS KDrtqr4 

2 2 MtmilMRSS03)lTl«ttoiK)WIun«r8 7 TSpataS 

3 i «M3.4rtLttUlOUrtneyiPEKn:BO IFEpaR 

4 GO H£f MHBB{8) HYahenaiE Rxsig) WKsnp 7 13 l»tel 

dfldMrad B 

BOMB: 1140 ta rt er HraMa, 7-4 Itata Boy. 5-1 OHM CM, 8-1 Boy Mg 
was: Mittati SN 2 8 13 / Caras wens U Benyi S on 
FORM DUDE 

Tta BmcAteby mrt andw#raiv Sweiy Pnncess and taqueton. bom won noA oma out 
rn NDUM0O AKi AMS1EH BAMKES can m> r«s tut fcrihe BmcMesby tarn, too. Ho boot 
Ml tar Bmertfe* Dancer at Doncmaer. amera FVegr B4B (3m bener off) tanned owy 
IMWL BN Turorwon the two-year -Md seder or Nottr^iam on Monday with LORI Smtti, 
wra» mod Unshed luraw-w on Ns deout a DoncasKt, ana Mes» Baram inouM » suit- 
ed by the ooft gfoonda* he a by RsA Me. Rtsh Me & the sre o( Rsky WNtty, wno tnn 
flnt tan* out tor Jeeh Berry and Gary Caner at HaydocA M me weekend, ana Bony otto 
sent out the tty SMamanca to wn me rradtn auenm m wtach FMy Bn|gnnutad nurd 
■ MunemuBt. U* vert had a setback when newcomer AroonQi DouMe (tavounte) ftv 
ishcd laa offbur at Newcastle on Monday Out mem must De □ chance tm M a ra w ** a 
Boy. a Jonuaty toM by Rock City. Can mate a race o( n. SatetMm: MtStER BANHE5 

pgraJTl TAUaNG PAGES HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 added 3VO 
W Penalty Value £2£42 

2 24000- MDRmM5AL(UG)(C}(AnB > MSe) Mssl T%tQir9 7_. ICtaoBS 

2 00804 WW05R(lSG(mAR«wiRfMy!)6 A ClNimi B 

3 463063- W Hit H0BE (146) UHM Otari JBeny 90 „ADrt*y« 

4 006- IUBNratErpBl)(UsAaflct0EWyina91-. J Qrtaa 4 

5 6G60 NA1NETMA1CH (7) (BA BrsMU W Tuns' 8 4 _TSpntaT 

6 BOO- BBSS RIBfr PENANCE tMRflJESWpsonlP [ora S3 IFEBM2 

7 000-563 MM (tf| (T ibi U vrnpx) T CBuneon 7 10 -UoMOtaml 

-TdMtad- 

Mtarun -etfic 7s» IDO. Tta ftaflrtv m&e teta 7a 91b. 

BEmNK 94 my 0 te 5-2 re SH Hte G1 Uo>W Uray, B-L ftaten SM, Malta Ttate 
tete 10-1 Mta repl Panama 
IBM: HOBH Ctoce 3 8 12 (We Gtaw 8-1 (G M AUorei 13 an 
vomaumE 

ft tooks as tftou^i Northern Stf «es harafilp nandteapped tar season as rte v*s (bund 
wanting in three nunenes, but she crept closer to the winner as she dropped down the 
wei0ns and she starts mo campagt Sib lower tfun she ended the last Northern Sal 
won the two-year-old race an this cam last year dor Jack Berry), suQgKSmgsnecan run 
well «esh and cope won cut m the 0ound, but ametner she nos dropped down me hand- 
cap enouffi is another matter, uto Nonhem Sal, rm SOB Hm» did net sparto m the 
second half M last season after showing abOtty early on. He was a remote tounh behind 
Seaside in the mud here last May but a hatf-tength second (of foun to Blue mam on hs 
debut at Newcastle suSgests he can cope «wth soli pound. WH7 o s»f rs another that 
made lime impre ssio n n nurseries, but he hat been gelded oner tho woWr. The Erne 
Weymes trained Soig And Donee and Impubwe Air r«c bom finished second m com- 
petnne Newcastle harasceps recently. Arantoecly, both am older hones but a could an 
that stalemate Alurray Cray has acne plenty of wotk. 10a tapWt'a thud to Borvahn 
Mill m a Southwell mamen eunMre^ 10 amours to much and he has had moie opportu- 
nities than the others. At least ho and Native Thatch should be M Mowing sorts of al- 
neather racing. Selection: WHY 0 SIX 

fo~77kl WESTCARS SAAB TRANERSCHAU-ENGE LAUNCH CLAM- 
l±=5lJ ING STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added lm If 38yds Panrt- 
ty Value £2^26 

1 1203-tS MGH PflSMUII P2) U C Pasrrs) R Fancy 9 9 13 ACofcseeS 

2 04-5112 CALDBt KM (IB) (C) Haud ROsuel LmtEd)MisM tewrley 69 12 SCopo(S) 10 B 

3 360363- U3F TIE LUCKY (USA) (UJQfDgMss Betty DuAuyt Mss S Mol 69 T2 XDeday* 

4 6 WIBY(7)[PaDKkHMajzrtJa*Ic5911 JWrtl , 

5 3&V36/ SUHMAIK|BS8)(ScakiamRaaiglid)lfrsASratarti698 amdBoU4 

6 SAKSramr(iUUa«)MaLPenaB797 IQMbd2 

7 480050- TBilMT MX (M4UStanBtaardMHJHAItaViMlK5B6 IOhnBS 

8 DfS?- SMID0Zy(21SG<7ta CKmr))JGokie891 PMMft*(3)7 

9 0 MOANmOEmcrvySoNMOWSMyABO litertgS 

10 530034/- AMAKT (567) 0.jn Ptacd D Buchpl 5 8 13 SOrtaneB 

U M«OfVBCIO(BYUPaate)RMclWw3811 N warty 12 

12 00 SEE YOU SOON (38) &v%ccOCThort)n 388 DoMMcKaownU 

-12dectart- 

BEnPK: 5-2 LetfTbs lucky, 3-1 NghPranhan. 7-2 CaUnr Hag, 10-1 Too Part Stt. 12-1 Amaoy, 
16-1 Siw Mark. Soe You Soon, 20-1 othors 
19BB: Prt Ot ttdor 8 9 9 1 weaver 7-2 (M Jatamon) 03 m 
PORN 6UDE 

MGH PREMIUM mi£n prater a shorter tup and better mound but his Mth of 23 betand 1 
AnJU Oanewr the Spring Miem Doncaster was a sormd petfermanoe and one wtichsug- | 
geas ne should mete me moa of the teop or ctess. Mgh Pramiwn is better on at the 
M U fflu) man he would tie m a hantScap. Aimoutfi no match far Rher Keen at SouthweB 
Iasi time. CaMor KfrNC seems to haw taken the time from Los Eyra to Mary Rewtoy n 
hK stnae-Rl from the as-weadw and successful twice on testing ffisunsJ hare last spnng. 
CMder King is better equipped than most m mate a race «rf 4 w*h rtffi ftwnum ertn U 
this trip s a bA on me short sfcte. Sally Had couti easty hwe IrtTIba tuefcy ready and 
the eight -year-old «rt Ite the soft ground. He looks mo dose to Hgi Premium at these 
weitfHS. though, and It a a long ume once he 0X tbs heed m front. 1M The Ludv can 
stil wri a race of mis son tudgrt on his thinl to Hgeaid A Guess at YOrii last August. 

Setatf tan r HIGH PREMIUM 

ro"Mrtl HAAffiJDN SHJLMG STAKES (CLASS GJ £3JD00 added 3Y0 
l’ 3, ^ v l lm 65yds Penalty Value £2^20 

1 450 MAKttBK) QUO (C D Bartcr-Umatj J Hethemn 8 11 N Kenedy 7 

2 ROCK BUND UHE U Beoy) J Bny 8 U l PWwt»(6)6 

3 342200 SWISS COAST (25) Eta fceng CUM NTMita 811 X tarty 6 0 

4 0- aB0UWWtf»te(24Q(«teri&3hwn)RMcI«arB6 JtHtaat 

5 6555- IftJRRtW WAUAIS (15S (TOonnel) R Whsal« 8 6 LCtamk3 

6 SMEErNore(rpfinai)i«ABi.itaOTB6 icamai 

7 500- iramTBM(UN|ANBwteRMMWtebamB6 « Mute (5) 2 

- 7 dedmd- 

BEHIIC: 7-4 arts* Coart. 24 MuinaVIMlca.B-2 BoA MMnd line, 10-1 MbtImo, SwoM Note, 
14-1 EmBok Wndsoeg, 20-1 Tyceaa Ttaa. 

1986c She^ A Winner 3 8 6 K Dartey 4-1 C5 C Wftams) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The only time that Swiss Coast ran n a sete ha beat aH bar Lamome m a vakwtte 20- 
runner race at York. Since leawng Lynda Ramsden, hrmever, Swcs Coast has been ds- 
appofltirg. hidiKSng wnen vteored. He baa only one home In a Wokiemormpton nwden 
on his raapoearanoe aid Uw fiood tom he taowefl as a two-year-old was on row* taster 
pound than today's. Last year's race was won by a newcomer, so Bock (stand Um and 
Sweet Nets ae worm consutamg. espedafly if the mailiei fonts that They can mate thee 
presence tat m a week race, but MURRON WALLACE mt0K be the answer now she is 
dropped Into a seller. Mu iron VDIagB showed atHtty aa a re-year-old end lack ci a re- 
cant oute mWitnoi manor too much beanngmntef that stBirtmateS* Cottage was 
raotw tor The flret wne tns yesar when he won me steer at wotveihampton tm Saturday 
night. S ele ctio n: MURRON WALLACE 

nrinl Y&uw PAGES HANDICAP (CLASS 0} £&500 added liB 
l— — _I 3f 10yds Penrfty VWue £3^99 

1 450621- VEHDKN (23B) OD) (Ms P W Hare) P Harts 4 ID 0 ADrtBeM4 

2 6135-50 SUBt TORNADO (UHI qniRMocA B and E Alston 4 9 12 SDramS 

3 13-1361 DOMWOR3rER(B) [OiSSmiJflMrsASwKia*4 911 l6o) ISaRdafl 

4 U2404 MAftHtL (13) [CD) (C D BadxrlDfrra) I4ss l Psnaa 59 7 „,JtKw»rty7B 

5 656060- LORD HASIE PEA) (172) (4 ftks Jot Bendta C Ttnmton 9 8 13JMoa Mdtaown 13 

6 0431IM SUSA HAHxnum Ratndi Banyl E Aten 5811 — — — ^JFEteU 

7 QD3SO EWftESS OFT CU4) (Q(Mltarw.H VOng- jrdDAnott Art MBwrtsy 8 8 10 __ 

— A CrtM 14 

a 402000 CffIBOK {US4J (ffl |C) (G J ASsonJ H ^en* 5 B 5 LChMOCklO 

9 014-100 NORIIGRN MOITD (I) E) QlaDta) J Gone 4 8 5 K tarty 2 

10 2026-31 MOONBAtONG (19) PfrhM K4esl T QhntRlDn 4 8 2 (WoGtantt 

U 063232- BBETDON PIS) Hhe Qefp Ot Humanryi PMonMI>48 1 X9crt(T)lS 

12 000055 SHG AM)(MNCE(B) iMrshKm) E Wymts.4 7 10 IQrtoB 

13 0CS054 lOWADVDC«ra(m(Cte(ArtJUtfaitan4A4ia|4DNolan9710 N Yarty 3 B 

14 (KOOOO- HUTCHES lAPf U3S) |C) IGOAI Patnashpt R MdMw 5 7 10 -te rt —rtn(I)8 

15 6405(H) tWUMOtfaijS) (CD) (Ms JUrfa^ervUnay) □ tolar 10710 — PfMNiy0)lB 

-IBdortnd- 

Atamm rst ion True namstap oe^it a* And Dance * UW Adrocaa 7s 9b; tefches 
I Lattr 2sr 1A. tepd Mover 6a 90. 

SETTMtt 7-2 Doatoo Ftfmr, 4-1 Varfdte, S-I QpreM EPt, #-I Momrrtrtc. Id-1 Ma nf rt. 8my- 
den, a* Art Dane* U-I oNm*. 

1S98: Cattr Kng 5 9 1 R Lawn 5 1 y L Eyre) Son 

FORM GUIDE 

The* a no some meson at* Domino fiyw shoufel rot run weS agW) BRer maiog DA 
to beat Staf And Dance (second) and Stqm Hwafc (fourth) m a big f«kt m Newcastle 
tastmek. TftatwasacraddngeHon under lost, and Dorrano Rywuon a twe-nxwrer con- 
muons race here toa May, but the Sb penedty, extra furieng and sohar pound must make 
Me more ddficutt for mm today- U0tUy raced bn the Flat over the pest mrae seasons, EX- 
PRESS CRT dearly reams plenty at anftty tudgod on nurtsng evidence, having fintshed 
that! to Caflito Bnfflnto n Sanoown'5 tnrpeiai Cup tea Une. Venaan's two per fo r ma n ce s 
m handttape show thM he can run wdl unde a big weight tad that he lites cut et the 
pound. He has not hod much iaW|G for o four-year-old, so can nutrne. The same is 
true of MaonMog. who beat a big field ot SoKUmefl last moran but who is haring orty 
las second ouong on turf. MenhiTs live wros (or 041 E»oy Hw yew nch*tod she kw> nd- 
era - handicap at Doncaster and Ms recent ftwth of 20 Whind Break The FOAes in me 
same race was a good era nm tor iraa Pemm. He fetes cut m me pou nd and a not 
without a chance. Selection: E7IPRESS GIFT 

[S-yfnl LANARKSHIRE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 added lm 
L___J 4f 12yds Pertarty Vaftie £2^08 

I 315400 BOSSB.(USA)(22G|(ISlAlBnWMEWfiPM0BMh4913 R9frrt(7)U 

: OttTO- PAKlfGSnaHS^tbSAJCT^PWttesJPttesABU^^D^W 

3 500D- MHMEHAB0Q5SR!uvReBtCT>nMDn4 96 ttalWital 

a 1055M GLDtf ftUWifll09HGSP l S»Vsf UK3i»Eri0neCTi^3JiO7fcd40O--XOirty2 

5 405403 mURST(4Q n B D Bate-Lflnrrt MaL 

6 1048-1 HQg COMES HOWE (9 (D) (HS ^^Twisaw W StarySB 10 (5a) Ji Hoopody 3 

7 XOIOO- EURfflVRST(146| WD 0>do IWe r s-*."?* *! 

8 2ZWO 5nH6RAYCmiUSA)WlteUnreM6WteflM ^8R6— ---/Mctaleymg 

9 a'-asoo (JMAUW«KBDEMni(MI»)U»^^ 

10 502145 CAHOL AEAM (1^ (D) U S tawden) W PljiteO 5 8 $ r ~- J * faa g 

II 000060 MOSUBMISSION(WA) TO (TS Redman) DOnpeBnUB? AOreotHMl 

12 OOCQ24- THROW® (448)iMtaO-eriwa^ie60D JMotefflT 

13 0205*. MtBUteHCE^lR^BAW^O--; i” *” 

M 500505- jABAIHWltiai)TOU?San5D«“a« ar 6 71fl NHteyU 


i ironed up wnen 


^ rari_ 

IMuctv nen W compieie a na-trrtiraej 

SShrt raena and dearfy m ecsUeitt stepR EtaotwCM nas ns ao»ce 
much ovrajumps tte eeason te s wzBaam4ar gorybeTore_^won 
eeo far B«a/s ndor, Amnw Fonuno- Eurefwrt rs * martma tartti me nanrtte aw 
Serartbrt whether he tan trout* Hera Coma H«&e N another matter. Since he 
Se StS «w alMrtaher for an eWtaur. Otote Rraw has sncwim*- 

StecNte HERE DOMES HERBIE 
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sport 


Famous five on the 40th 



Over the next 12 
months* the most 
celebrated names 
In European golf 
all enter middle 
age. Andy Farrell 
asks where the 
next generation is 

A week today, on the eve of his 
favourite tournament, the US 
Masters. Severiano Ballesteros 
celebrates his 40th birthday. 
No championship better illus- 
trates the rise of European golf 
over the last 20 years. Balles- 
teros became the Inst from this 
continent to don a Green Jack- 
et in 1980. He did so again in 
1983. and would be followed by 
Bernhard Langer (’twice), Nick 
Faldo (three times), and Sandy 
Lyle, 1 3n Woosnam and Jose 
Maria Olazabal (once each). 

With the exception of Olaz- 
abal. all the others will also 
reach 40 within in the next 12 
months: Faldo in July. Langer 
in August, Lyle in February 
next year and Woosnam a 
month later. 

In alL the five have won 16 
major championships. “The fre- 
quency with which majors have 
arrived with a European tag 
since Sevc won the Open in July 
79 has been nothing less than 
sensational," Ken Schofield, 
the executive director of the Eu- 
ropean lour, said. 

How long can that run con- 
tinue? Golf may be kinder than 
other sports in offering an ex- 
tended career - and a pension 
in the form of the Seniors tour 
- but experience has to bow to 
age at some time. 

Ballesteros, though retaining 
a huge influence as Ryder Gup 
captain, and Lyle may have 
reached that point already. 
Langer and Woosnam can com- 
pete when their bodies allow, but 
only Faldo, next week's defend- 
ing champion, is as strong as ever. 

The fear is that the spate of 
40th birthday parties over the 
next 1 1 months could also mark 
the end of an era for European 
golf. The next generation of Eu- 
ropean golfers does include two 
outsumding players, but there are 
question marks over both Olaz- 
abal and Colin Montgomerie. 

Olazabal is making a come- 
back after a prolonged absence 
with arthritis and is barely able 
to contemplate playing more 
than two tournaments in suc- 
cession. Montgomerie has come 
as close as you can to winning 
both the US Open and the US 
PGA. but the fact is that he has 
yet to win a major. 

And apart from those two, 
who else is destined for major 
honours? Many names have 
been mentioned in bope, but 
few in expectation - which 


l MASTERY AT AUGUSTA: The 

Sandy Lyle * 

Borrc&2-58 

Turned pro: 1977 \ 1 

Tim rise: Won the Qualifying 

School In 1977 and topped 

the money fist two years . * 

tetter. Never out of the top 
live on the Order of Merit for 
nerd sixyears. Became the : 

first hocne pteyerto win the. 

Open for 16 yearegt 
Sandwich in “85. Enjoyed 
particular success in Ameri : 
ca, wsminglive times be- ' - 
tween '86 and '88, including 

the Masters (left) when Ws 

seven-iron out of the fairway. 

bunker at the last left him 

with a priceless putt. 

The ftall« Unthinkable then v 
that he would never agan . 
represent Europe in the ■ . 

Ryder Cup. Wintess since *92 
withjack of form In all areas;' 
from driving to putting, 

Sevei rlano.baiS^^IL 

Bone 9.457 
The rise^ 
three years 

blessed wtth'gSrS ^g^^i. 
he won 

The faH^.0td 

remodel h& 

gjfted player 


Bombard 

Bom: 27.853:frS 
The rise: 
to hisgotf oirtifct 
family and his fii 

strength never 

in winning foe; 
putt which craf 

at Klawah m'9lT 

an Open, butWflfc 

Masters tides irf 




Could not have 
promote the 5'^§3 

where he has-wbff) 

The ML OownfefiB^a^r^ 
been hJs 

suffered .Tem 

time, breaking- tte 

on tour for IB 

Confidence returning after - ,'; 

turning fo a brponraridfe - 

putter. ' . i : . 


^ tEUrqp^g&fe^' Ifw cehtotyf JSejWfMjtei'p 

but , flreBhgtf mr I*-' 

‘ . ^• ■tridfe (Mcl* to-teep. proa bn the tfeens. - V 
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makes the arrival of the lab five 
at the same time all those years 
ago even more remarkable. 

From April 1957 to March 
1958, in alphabetical order, 
were bora Ballesteros, who 
went on to learn the game with 
a three-iron on the beach at 
Santander Faldo, who vacated 
the swimming pools and velo- 
dromes of Welwyn Garden Gty 
for its golf course after watch- 
ing Jack Nicklaus at the Mas- 
ters on television; Langer, the 


son of a Russian prisoner of war 
who became a caddie at the age 
of seven; Lyle, all but bom 
with a golf dub in his hands, the 
son of a dub professional; and 
Woosnam, the Welshman 
whose strength came from can- 
ing around bales of hay on an 
Oswestry farm as a youngster. 

Ken Brown, a member of the 
winning Ryder Cup teams of the 
19S0s alongside the big five 
and now a Sky TV commenta- 
tor, knows from personal ex- 


perience the difference be- 
tween the quintet and their 
contemporaries. 

“It comes down to personal 
talent and how determined a 
player is to become a great 
golfer," he said. “It was amaz- 
ing that foey all came at the same 
time, but they were all special 
competitors in their own right 

“Sandy had an enormous 
natural talent RUdo bad a lot 
of talent and was prepared to 
work like hell. Seve was a win- 


' n'er -he always wan ted to win. 
Wooae was a batder.it took him 
a kmg time to establish himself 
on the tour, but he had a lot of 
guts to go with his ability. And 
Langer would just not give up 
- a brilliant tactician. 

“For the British players, Tbny 
Jacldin winning the Oprin in 
1969 had a big effect but it was 
Seve who polled everyone 
along. He was the leader be- 
cause he was runner-up in the 
Open in 76, then he won in 


' America, won the Open and the 
Masteis-'He drew the others 
along in his slipstream. He was 
a young fellow who had a cer- 
tain brilliance about his game, 
but he was not infallible by any 
stretch of the imagination" 

Of course, the five fed off 
each other. Just as Braid, Ihy- 
lor and V&rdon did; and Hagen, 
Saxazen and Bobby Jones; Nel- 
soiivSnead and Hogan; Nick- 
laus, Palmer and Flayer; and 
Miller, Watson and Trevino. 


The Iiliropeah ,Tbyr pf Jjte 
early I98tis was a time for seek- 
ing glory. A charismatic Aus- 
tralian, Greg Norman, and, to 
a lesser extent, the Zimbabwean 
Nick Price, arrived and every 
week on tour the rivalries be- 
tween the most competitive 
players of their generation were 
extended further. Langer, 
Ballesteros, Norman, Faldo, 
Woosnam and Price have all 
been listed the best player in the 
world since the rankings start- 


ed in 19S6. Fred Couphs, for 16 
weeks, is the only other man in 
have been rooked No 1." 

However, the EuropeanTbui 
of today is a different placed 
There is’murv than £30m at prize- 

money and live television 
entge every week. The general ■ 
standard is far higher, which only 
i p-iVws it more difficult to elevate 
yourself above the rest Being a 
touring pro has become un ho- 
nourable profession. Peter 
Mitchell, the winner in Madeira 
on Sunday, is a good example of 
a highly talented golfer making 
a good living for himself. 

However. Brown, who won 
twice in America, wonders 
whether the young player* arc 
too prepared to stay at home. “I 
may be wrong, hut 1 think that 
if you an: going to become a top- 
class international player, you 
still have to come and prove 
yourself in America,*" he said, \ - 

“In Europe new, the facilities 
have improved, the prize-mon- 
ey has improved so you ran 
make a handy fivifl&but you 
don't win a Masters that way. 
The Thomas Bjorns, the Lee 
Westwoods, the Peter Bakers 
should be making that extra ef- 
fort. I don't hold it against any- 
body if they don't, but I just feel 
sorry for anybody who doesn't 
want to give 100 per cent and 
sec how far it will- go." 

Jesper Pamevik is one who 
• has made the move to the States 
and prospered for it, though at 
the possible cost of a Ryder Cup 
place as kmg as the qualification 
rules remain centred largely on 
European Tbcr performances. 

One reason Woosnam' is 
thinking of joining him in 
America is to satisfy his span- 
sors. With the arrival of the 21- ■ 
year-old phenomenon; Tiger 
Wmds, the USTbur is again the 
happening place in golf. Hk US 
. "four Commissioner.- Tim 
Finchcm^said: “By every mea- 
suring stick - attendance, tcie- 
-vision ratings media interest 
and others - Tiger's presence 
has provided a boost EothcTvxir 

and interest in die game." 

; Schofield remains philo- 
sophical. “It does go in cycles," 
he said. “Stars do not emerge off 
a conveyor belt even if you 
have the most sophisticated col- 
lege system. Ws may be seeing 
that in British tennis, where we 
.. have a girv who might be a pos- 
; sihle major rfiairipion. There 
have be,eh nfoments in the last 
20 years when we despaired 
whether that would ever happen. 

“In cricket, we have lost the 
Bothams, Gowers, Gatlings and 
Goochs, hut we forget that al- 
though in a team game, they did 
a tot of lewng. particularly wheriJB 
,the West Indies were worid^ 
champions. The thing about our 
five players is that when they were 
at their best, they were the best, 
fiiTI stop. I don’t think anyone can 
give them a bigger accolade." 


Tr 


Braves is the answer to the big question 


As baseball began its 1997 sea- 
son yesterday the major ques- 
tions seem to be: can the 
Yankees repeat as world cham- 
pions, would S89m (£55.6rn) be 
enough to buy the Florida Mar- 
lins success, and who (if anyone) 
would acquire the services of de- 
mon lOQmph fireballer Hideki 
Irabu, the latest point of friction 
in US-Japanese trade relations? 
But for true aficionados, one 
question dominates: can pitch- 
ers come back? 

Reduced to its barest bones, 
baseball is no more than a duel 
between hitter and pitcher for 
control of home plate. Of late 
hitlers have won hands down, 
culminating in Lhe offensive 
oigy of 1996 which saw home run 
records tumble. Many theories 
have been offered, ran g in g from 
tighter-wound balls with more 


“juke", to a new breed of super- 
strong slugger, exercising his 
muscle in newly built “cozy", Le. 
hitter-friendly, ballparks. 

Some even see a deliberate 
plot by owners, to lure back 
. spectators disillusioned with 
the game after the 1994/5 strike. 

Whatever the reason an equi- 
librium has been broken and 
with baseball a game which 
reveres past heroes their exploits 
now stand to be devalued in this 
era of the cheap home run. 

Nothing can devalue the rep- 
utation of Jackie Robinson, ar- 
guably the sport's greatest hero, 
m whose shadow the season will 
unfold as celebration of that 
April day exactly 50 years ago, 
when Robinson took the field 
with the Brooklyn Dodgers to 
smash baseball’s colour barrier 
for ever. 


Rupert Cornwell, 

in Washington, 
previews the new 
baseball season 

For another reason 1997 will 
be noteworthy. After much hes- 
itation, American League and 
National League teams are to 
play each other, setting up local 
hostilities that fans have only 
been able to dream of: Cubs 
against White Sox in Chicago, 
Yankees against Mets in New 
York, and Giants versus the 
Oakland Athletics across San 
Francisco Bay. 

In the AL, the East is once 
again, on paper, the strongest 
division, with the Baltimore 
Orioles and Toronto Blue Jays 
capable of dethroning a weaker - 


looking New York Yankees. In 
the Central, all eyes will be on 
the White Sox and their fear- 
some slugging duo of Frank 
Thomas and Albert Belle. Bar- 
ring a pitchers’ renaissance, 
the tandem must have a chance 
of breaking the single dub com- 
bined homer record of 1 15, set 
by Mickey Mantle and Roger 
Maris, of the 1961 Yankees. 

The AL team widely fancied 
to go all the way, is in the Fh- 
cific North-West The Seattle 
Mariners look to have eveiy- 
thing: scintillating offense led by 
Ken Griffey Jnr, Jay Buhner and 
a 21-year-old prodigy at short- 
stop called Alex Rodriguez. 
Add a pitching rotation led by 
a fit-again Randy Johnson, and 
Jeff Fassero, and it is small 
wonder so much smart money 
is voting for the Mariners. 


There is, however, the small 
matter of the Atlanta Braves 
and the National League. Last 
year, the Yankees vanquished 
the Braves and their suppos- 

one of the most^remm^able 
World. Series comebacks in 
histoiy 

.Atlanta staged the coup of 
the close season by signing 
Kenny Lofton, the game’s pre- 
mier lead-off hitter, from Cleve- 
land. The Los Angeles Dodgers 
as weD as the Florida Marlins, 
fresh from their spending binge 
on free agents, will surely 
threaten But the Braves, base- 
ball's team of the 90s. are the 
best bet not only for their fifth 
NL championship in six at- 
tempts, but for a world Series 
win to set alongside their' tri- 
umph in 1995. 


Foulds resigns but still director 


Snooker 


GUY HODGSON 

It was entirely typical that when 
snooker's convoluted internal 
bickering claimed another key 
figure yesterday, it led to a 
fresh argument. Geoff Foulds 
resigned as chairman of the 
game's governing body, the 
World Professional Billiards 
and Snooker Association but en- 
sured the civil war will continue 
by remaining a director. 

There will now be an EGM 
in Birmingham on 11 April to . 
consider a resolution to re- 
move Foulds from die board. In 
the Intervening period this 
week’s British Open' in Ply- 
mouth is likely to be played oat 
to the sound of sniping from all 
sides. 


In a statement, Foulds, who 
succeeded John Spencer in De- 
cember 1996, said: “When I ac- 
cepted the position of chairman 
it was a position I could only fill 
in the short term. NOW that a 
new board has been- elected 1 
wish to inform the membership 
that 1 am standing down as 
chairman from today’s date." 

Foulds' decision to remain on 
the board was not greeted with 
universal enthusiasm and Ian 
Doyle, the-managerbfStephen 

Hendry and 11 ofoer leading 
players, gave an in d ica ti on of 
.the nin e days to come. “He’s 
making a big mistake," he said. 
He should have restated as a 
director aaweh. • * - • 

“Perhaps he is hopirig to wm 

^ome kinQ of sympathy vote but 

1 expect the result or the. next 
Vote to go massively, against 


him. It’s time for him to do the 
honourable thing. Maybe it’s 
time for the present board to ask 
him tn neagnin advance to avoid 
another costly meeting." 

- Discontent with the govern- 
ing body has simmered for many 
nfonths since it was revealed that 
four major events - the Grand 
Prix; the UK Championships* In- 
remational Open and the British 
Open - wonld take place this 
season withour a sponsor. 

- In December the WPBSA's 
annual meeting had to be ad- 
journed in a state of chaos 
after fbnr hours arid when it re- 
convened last month an EGM 
immediately prior to it voted 
30-9 in favour of a motion call- 
ing for Foulds' resignation as 
chairman and director. Ho re- 
fused to do so then but yester- 
day changed his mind. 


RACING RESULTS 


. UTT0KETER 
SLID: 1. ERIN'S LAO U Ciaacy) 33-1; 2_ 
Kadrammy Castle 11-2 tar. 3. fencer's 

«iost 25-1. 14 ran. lft l (R ENeMn, 

Nenwnt). Tote: £125.60: £17.10. CL SO 

£8.70. DF: LZ2E0O. CSF: £17153. Incase 

£3.176.99. Tno: £255.40 (part won). NR: 

Apotera. No 12 flpofcno &-U was wthdram, 

not under antes, flute 4 apoSes ro a0 bats, 

oedicttan lOp is tfto pound. 

L. tDtOnC (Mi CMgprsl 4-1: 3L My 

Nom inee 5-4 Eav: 3. Pro Bona 9-L 9 ran. 

Nh. 17. iP Cnanwgs, Bastneontel. Totw 

£530: £2.00. £UO, £2JD. Dk£4.70. CSR 
£9.15. Tno: £&20. 

3-LO: X. POLO PONT U Supple) 20-1: 2. 

v;3.QwetM 


Edward Seymour 5-2 tw; 3. t 

8-1. 13 ran. 1'/*. 17i. Uohn R Upson. Aa- 

aronel.Totec £2630: £SJBO. £1.50, £3.40. 

Df : £49.40. CSF: £7031- TiKaaC £43237. 

Trw £262-00. NR: Gran Ca*. 

3.40: 1. PLUNDER BAY [M A ResataH) 

5-2: a. CaBtaaa Bay 134 Jt tor. 3. Beat- 

son 13-8 it Ov. 3 ran. Nh. OSL (N htenOar- 

aon. Lamboun). Tote: £3.70. Dft £130. CSPi 

£5.79. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

1,000 

Die number cf booMrigs m the 
Premletshflp so tor this sea- 
son (with a further 3,5^9 in 
the Nationwide League). There 
have also teteri 34. Premier* 
ship players sent off, In an 
English total of 269. ‘ 


4JO: 1. SERKMIS (S MCNOQ 11-4 CD ftK 

2. Tejano Gokf 11-4 co tew. 3. Star Rage 

11- 4 eo tev. S ran. 2, 11. M Bailey. Upper 

Lambowm, Tote: £3.90; £U90. H-80. Df: 

£5.50. CSF: £9.60. NR; Daraksharv. After a 

stewards' Inquiry, tfw pladn& remained un- 
aftered. 

4-40: 1. QUITE A HAN 1C Maude} 15-8; 
2. Peart Epee 11-8 fev; 3. GtamanCUtz 9- 
3-6 ran. 2‘A. 6. (S Boohshaw, Uffirworu. 
Tbtee £2-40: £1.40. £130. Oft £1.70rSft 
£4.68. 

500:1. KING OF SPAfflAiDBrtdaraier) 

5-1: 3. Vwtmys 11-8 tev: 3. Scaitan 25- 
1. 11 ran. IV.. it (O Sierwood. Upper lam- 
bowni- Totrc £530: £1.60. £1.40;£4.40. 

Bf; ,£5-30 . CSF: £11A5. Trta £7930. Wt 

Ka W tsa. After ar? objection by the second 

? 5!LT n Tt «*<><«*«* remeteerf irami 

£5033830 (pan wore pool of 
mo.12235 earned forward to Worcester to- 
day). 

Ptewpot : £93.50. Qtradpo t £34Jtt 
Pteee ft: £7431. Place Ez £1634. 

SOUTHWELL 

„ S-SEUeoiim <P nedenela) 6-1: 

*r Roster 3-lteK 3. Fonmk 14-1, 

Rewiey}. Tata: £730: 

mao^r 50, Sf 50 ’ Df: “0-20. CSF: 
£2239. Trkrasc £213.12. Tno: £1360. 

, W Dart 9-Wt tev. 

To S »■ awkty 9-4^ Jt f». s 

To**: £2.90: £130. 

£230. £1.70. OF: £14.00, CSF: £2930. 
330: 3. HAPPT BRAVE U U»«t 12-L2. 

Hantei Caw 12-1:3. Evaponda 33 - 1. 13 

iwl 5-2 tev Fdurtoned. Nk. 5. (p Q«Jein. 

TOt* £15^0; £330, £4*90. £l£5lff 

£7aea csr £ii4.oe. Tncai 

Tno: not won. Mt FbnrtosXe Heme. No 2 

Formuatto Same p-li was n texffawr not 
unktodoa. .IVa denotes, deduedon DflCto 
In the po>xr3 to aH tets. 

33(fc t OMWE W reertnfl 5-2 lac 2. 

OMdHHfl H- I2-L-X Afarai 7-L 14 nau 

ML 4. Awttejfl.TM*: £430: £240. 

£3 SO. £240. Df. £310a CSF: £38.78. TU- 

cast: £39738. Trio: £33-50. 

4.00:1. ADVANCE HO*RO iVT«a3un3 

12- 1; 2. Jofcte Relative 7-* fan 3. MaVUa 

Pewan4-1; 8 ran. 5; l‘A U AtanusQ-TetK 

£1730*. £230. £3-10. £1.60. DF: £1030. 


CSR £24.01. Tito: £630. Nft Coscoraba. No 

8 Coscamba f4-u mas withdrawn pot tester 

onterx. Rule 4 appfles n afl tots, deduction 

of2Cp in the pound. 

430: 1- TAYOVULLW iC RuOBrt 8-3; 2. 

Craa et ro 2-1 Jt tev; 3. Haver fioff Chasger 

5- 1. 7 ran. 2-1 jt lav Patina (SOU. Nk. 4. (H 

Momsotv- IMaz Udao: £5JM. £130. DF! 

£1350. CSF: £23,72. Alter g stewards* In- 

quay, the pladn& remained unstevad. 

Ptecepot £56540. Qaadpnt: £3540. 

Piece 8: £162.19. Place 5: £85.49. 

WETHERBY 

230: L MAJOR HARRIS (R Gawty) 

11-2; 2. The Road west 20-1; 3. South- 

raa Croae 7-2. 11 ran. 100-30 te* Spntesr 

(5ltil. Sht-Pd. 3. (M Hammond. MWtUaham). 

Tete £6.70: £1.60, £630. £1.50. OF: 
£13930. CSF: £9632. TrKx £155,60 (pen 

won). After a stewards* inquiry, the j*adrus 

remained unaltered. 

23ft 1.6ROUS6-N-HSUHBR (A DohMnl 

6- S tev: 2. Rebel Kbng: 8^1: 3. Retfri Romper 

1M. 4 ran. 6. 1ft IP MontBWi. HoaowaB). 

Tote: £230. DF: £590. CSF: £832. 

330: LCOBSIULCHOR {BSUreyl 158 

far; 2. Fired Earth 5-1; 3. Domappei 11-4. 

T ran. 6, ‘h. U Eyn;. ThBsK). Tota £2.50; 
£1.70, £230. OF: £6.10. CSF: £1138. Trt- 
cssc £23.04. Trios £430. Nft Aban Hue. ■ 

Camiat gl, Ew tuttre Deagi. Shaft Optxxa. 

No IO Afldarr Bkm wk vrmnrOwn rexunMr 

orders. Rtde 4 does norappix. no market 

termed. 

3Jtt 1-MBTER TIBCK (HSuppW 16-1; 

2. Tlra Wtafa Hoc 6-1; 8. Father Shy S4' 

jt tev. 4 -im. 5-4 jt tev Ivy House (pUKd upl. 

430: JL DENm BLUE (MSB P RoWon) 

4-31 tev. 2. SewBwi pw Match 11-2: 3. 

Syraa PnertaMe 33 - 1 . S ran. Vi.tSst. (Mbs 

Peutne RotaBnl.TMS: £140; £3-10, £330. - 

DF: £2.70. CSR £238. 

43ft &. OCSHTT nSHTER J* Ptren] 9-4 
tev, 2. Anabranch U-1.--2. Lam Try M * 
ran. 3. a (Mrs M RevHey. Sattaeru. To*a:. 

£3 90:. £130. amrijo. DR £33.70. 

CSF; £25. 7 L Trtcasc 0.4X32. Trio: £57*30. 
PtacafxA £4SS30. qnedpefc £684Q> 
Place 0: £427.04. Ptaca B: £1138. . 


Ryan has no 
answer to the 
real Jansher 

Squash 


<as8- 


Tbrhay v Nettwrteode (530) 


Derek Ryan met what might be 
termed the “reaT Jansher Khan 
in Cardiff yesterday when he 
lost a 58-minute . first-round 
match in the Leekes British 
Open JS-7, 15-6, .15-9 to .the 
Pakistaiii defending champion. 

Ttvo weeks ago the Irishman 
surprisingly beat Jansher in the 
Super Squash League when 
the champion had rushed brick 
from winning the Austrian 
Open to playforSurbiton in tetri’ 
last mateb of the league seasbrC 7 
. “That match was all Last 
minute when I missed mv con- 
nection back to Pakistan/ Jan- 
sher said yesterday. “For .the . 

British Open 1 have Keen wrafc- . 

inghardand 1 am fitter than ml, 

year, when 1 was afrit heavy.^.l 

second-round match * iaa 


TODAYS FIXTURES 


FootbaH 

7.45 uMon stated 
WORLD CUP 

BWXJPONE 


Borate* 

CftOUTTWO 
Nrad v ktey (845) 


(S4«. 


030). 


Anrtoten * Ftatend 
CROW* POOR 
Senttend * AmMi ®L0|_ 
MtCMicFUtEHcWM 

CROOP hve - 


at are asbo Wte *Smdtite«nte« ifTjon me m-. 
raft BteeKpod » Waranr(7j(XB:CiMreQf«mK 
BrenMkb (7DC8 4wtenrateA jteateBL Bg: 
and DMahm: Buntem * Uliten 0451; 
Cteilga •rG nrahf trSc awnffi g J.BWg- 
wy (TJOat, Sw#raww«BBrtMd 0&4«: wra- 
ham * Itefi^rrea. aw WKtetedcOi MBr- 
• T(7.0&Cfi«teteia*B«{73(a:Dte*- 
IT SrateofSupi (7«ft * W#n 



iu8ounemUIU2DOI 


AVON.. 

OK FftMWr LanaL 

SCREWRK bWCT LEMoe PrandraUMtecK 
Tramoo'tawBjr.Thrateo Tran. 

VtoBHUN NOmHBHH tFIMMlB 
Morpedi Tom v SouBi SIWMK 
WDteHMRispnMKIiran. 
jBMMKlribiBMltflWUE Praroter Mr lEl or r. 
WKahm *6w Tom. 

WMTOHUMD KSrrLEABUE MriteM 



MTERNAnONALITlCNDtJES 
1^45). 
ft 0-0) 

r«noNwi6e football league - 
«C«® DMStOH 
MhraauVtuic — 


.•(irama.Tsm . 

COUNIYLENEUEfMOhMore 

HOsfcwdd iNteWim* tetecortw WtekrHor- 

VteCA... 

JPHRh Round Rapfaq: WMfaMV 


OMWUXHALL CONFERENCE 

Sonthportv Kattnrtnt T - - 



CttMomafi 

nconi(73Cn. 


.; ttw unnr V MfenK Site * Bam 
. H a Hu ai l i a«Mw Diraoi BoralW Rate » 

U73«.;- ' *. . 


'MJBWEHBriZMIifeT|ra>«VUhy1teka*U». 
to Tram MdMlHMHrOwia vsnaiMd 


Joseph Kntipp. a 23-ye 
qualifier from Queens] ai 


morrow;- 



WlAWMirlMlai! &rimfayvtteC 
£RUVM^veantefBnWbed(^mr 



Umf730). : 
(OUT- CUP: HiM v 


‘ POrntMteEMOSPHrater DM 

; vSttie (Tto) (WEtewd FteW: E 

(7 ft)): L4BSJ* Defter (7.00) « 
Man uoj-rOWran r7,oot far* 


SjamKimt 

afc^'ipat —.••*-« 

> BnBSi Am - “ 

SNOOUHt Bnoir^Ai (PUnrididt PndbnA. 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 


RtCariMPiMfenMp 

■iSBlKBJSSs^ 


JC 


aWmaBteWv&fKteMad —.4 

•4 Nodmsrwn F vSoutnaWon ~1 

prateSndn: (M 4 »at v Ctwrwy C. Coca- 
Cote Cujrflnat LM*«ar C v Mkjdtesbrwj?i. 
Pteyfafi Monday. Arearal * Lnerpaoi. 

NathmwMte Leatfute 
First DMshm 

B B&mtegr v Bteungrwn C — — & 

6 Bolton Wtend v QuMnte RNk Rarq^n 

7 Qurttoo Mti v Manahaswr Cny X 

8 Crystal Patera v HuctdmlWd T — j. 

8 Ipevdch T « Odhsm Arh 1 

10 OxtaM IM v.Boit Vote — jl 

11 Pornmoulh v Gnmster T _ — ,...........l 

12 SteflMd tied w W**t8«w)iraeii Alb ... j. 

»«!»» * fteadn* — 1 

34. SMndonT-w Southend Utri — Jc 

15 WbMk.v Norwich C- .-. — X 

Ptewtag JRrtday: f rerenara Rowre v Bradten) 

•o^*..r 

g B CD M d DUMBS. - 

■MStenilort vSbrenfimyT... 

17 Bi«K» Cay»«ury„. i 

.iSBtteiteyvMBwB _.2 

28 titssMftMy SBnSMn-n.n 


20 Fvnrtwough Utd * Bournemouth ..._a 

21 ; Pms»ffi NEv Hjmoutti Arfi 1 

23 Rottwbam Utd v brtont -u & 

23WMbRivOoN!Alex y 

2 4Wft«tere *.Wateah jt 

2SWycor*eWencl v BteOpoat - j, 

28 YfarkOvNottaCo— „ lX 

TMrd btertBlon 

27 totet WHuJTC 


28CardVT C v CambXUa j 

ZSQtefete Uwv Fi»wm ” t 

SOQ»sarC*MginAai V 


31 Dartngmn v Doncaster Rov _1 

32 grater C v Torquay Utd ........... JC 

,aa Hsmeotu um v idyton o -i 

34 Heitfoid Dm y CwdwBw linf 2 

36 Lincoln C v Swansea C X 

36 Nonnampton T v Scartawgi- l 

■ 37.Rochdaie v MansfleM T.... 1 

38Scuranoroe Utd v Brighton 4 ha l 

BalTs Scottish LMgM 4 

Premier Division - 

38 AtMdeen v Momemml - X 

40 HtbemLw v Dundee Wd 1 

4numemod« v Means 1 

42 Raitb n» k Cetee _.2 

43 Raxeere w DurtenWmo Affi . -1 

First IHvisloa 

44 Airdrto v Oydrbanh t 

45 Dundee v Favrk 1 

45 Eest FVe w ftjrvch m --2 

47 Greenock Morton v St Johnstone -2 

48 anting Aft>« St Mcren X 

Pteylng Monday: Fafcn*. * SDrimg Alb. 

SocoikI Dtvtalon 

43 BwawiCv Queen of the South Jt 

*teo pfaylng (not on eatraniii): Drtmbartuu 
vHemAon AcMemtcai; Uungoon v Ayr lim- 

ass ,, “"" 

ThJTO DMejon; Alhion Rcnw v Rc«. Cuuh- 
V EaaS(mni£ v Omoenbejtti; Forfar AH' 
tme y AUtta; teuwneas Caiotfonlan mate v 
*tawroso: Queen's Part v AAroaft. 

^(Wat^wCrevmAierandraiUncoin _ 
t^vSmrsM Oiy; Stttr^AWOn v St»8F* 
ran. 

Luton Tbyw, Cokhaaer WW- 
ed.PBftick TTvstie, si Jonnstone. 

bomeKManchestpr Unittd. Bams- 
jey. (ivstal Palace. Ipswteti town. StoW 
^^amaertieB. torn City, Crdm 0^. 
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Scotland's chance 
for real progress 






>lace 


Slut- 

Ill < 
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Football 

PHIL SHAW 
reports from Glasgow 

As the calm of a sedate Giaswe- 

gpnsubuibwasdistnrbedbythe 
clamour for tickets to see his 
learn rake on Austria tonight, 
Craig Brown remained at Scot- 
land s base by the sea, trawling 
through the latest intelligence 
on their World Cup opponents 
in an attempt to find a peari 
among the red herrin gs , 
Austrian reporters arriv ing at 
Troon after speaking to Brovm's 
opposite number, Herbert Pro- 
haska, were armed with stories 
which the Scotland manager 
felt obliged to take on board. 
The most interesting was that far 
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intended to deploy him in mid- 
field and have two up front 
Disinformation is a routine 
element in the build-up to such, 
occasions, a fact winch pre- 
vented Brown becoming too ag- 


However, should the Austri- 
ans bring in another forward, 
late tactical adjustments would 
have to be made. Since Brown 
wffl not see Prohaska’s line-up 
until 630pm, he must pack a side 
which can be resinzcnjrccL 

A s max ims go. Brown prefers 

“different games require differ- 
ent strategies"’ to “never change 
a winning team”. Despite Sat- 
urday's wtoiy over Estonia, he 
had already decided to jeoson 
Scot Gemnrill in favour of John 
Coffins, now free of suspension 


Stated by the reports. Having ' burhe left for last rrigbfsunder- 
watcned Austria with only the 21 match still wr estling with one 
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veteran Toni Bolster in attack 
gain the best result in Group 
Four to date -a win in Sweden 

samefonnatfon at Ceitic^hric. 
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Away form gives 

N Ireland hope 


selection dfiemma. 

It concerned midfield, where 
it could be that Lambert will 
be asked to stick closer to Her- 
zog than a tattoo. The former 
Motherwell player has man- 


,4\. 


th CDs 






■4 


Northern Ireland meet Ukraine 
in Kiev tonight, knowing that 
anything less than a victory will 
almost certainly mean the end 
of the road to France VS. 

Saturday's goalless draw with 
Portugal in Belfast left the Irish 
with just five points from four 
home games in Group Nine. 
Only Germany are left to visit 
Windsor Park, while trips to Ar- 
menia, Albania and Portugal still 
lie ahead for Bryan Hamilton's 
team. 

“At international level you go 
oui to play knowing that you 
need to win every single game — 
and in that respect nothing will 
change when we play Ukraine to- 
morrow." the Irish manager said 
yesterday. “But I must admit that 
we have come to the crunch stage 
of our qualifying progr amm e 
and because of that the game 
takes on even more significance. 

“1 have said ail along this 
group could go down to the wire 
and 1 still believe that. But there 
will be a lot of ground for us to 
make up if we don't take some- 
thing home from this game, and 
that something has to be a win.” 

Ukraine, who beat Northern 
Ireland 1-0 in the opening game 
of the group in Belfast last Au- 
gust with a goal by Sergei Re- 
brov, will take over from 
Portugal at the top if they avoid 
defeat tonight Only goal dif- 
ference separates them from 
Artur Jorge’s side, and they 
have two games in hand after a 
win and defeat against the Por- 
tuguese, the three points in 
Belfast and Saturday’s 1-0 victory 
over Albania in neutral Spain, 
also courtesy of a Rebrov goaL 

With Germany still over- 
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whelming favourites to win the 
group, the comesr seems to be 
for second place. “W® have 
lost just once in our last 10 away 
matches and that was in Italy 
when they scored very early and 
very late in the game to bear us 
2-0," H amilt on said. 

Hamilton wifl remind his men 
how they put their qualifying 
campaign back on track by forc- 
ing a 1-1 draw in Germany, bat 
first he must solve a welcome se- 
lection headache now that at- 
tacking midfielder Michael 
Hughes and versatile Kevin Hor- 
lock are free from suspension. 

With Hamilton once again set 
to employ the three-man cen- 
tral defensive system that has 
made his ride so difficult to 
breach, it is unlikely he will dis- 
pense with the services of Kei- 
th Gillespie, who produced one 
of his most effective perfor- 
mances in a green shirt on Sat- 
urday as right wing-back. 

Horiock will probably come 
in for Ian Nolan with Steve 
Morrow,. Gerry TIfcgart and 
' Colin TED JtfMdfltngthe bade 
line in front of Ibmrqy WrighL 

Sieve Lomas. An Magjkon and 

Neil Damon will once again form 

the midfield engine room, with 
Hughes certain to be recalled at 
the expense of the young Black- 
pool striker James Quinn to play 
just behind lain Dowie. A crowd 
of 90,000 is expected to pack the 
RepubHk Anski Stadhnn. 


playing for Borussia Dortmund 
against Werder Bremen, for 
whom Herzog has scored 13 
Bundttstiga goals tins season. 

In the past. Rangers’ Alan 
McLaren has subdued the likes 
of Roberto Baggio and Jari 
Litmanen in such a rote. Bring- 
ing in Lambert might mean 
omitting Paul McStay cm his 
home turf, yet Brown,' mindful 
of the “triffiam" winner Herzog 

struck in Sweden, is unlikely to 
be swayed by sentiment. 

The importance of the match 
can be ganged by the. fact that 
.Austria's optimum points total 
is cnzrentfy 28, compared with 
the Scots’ 26 and Sweden's 24. 
The sides drewfl-0 in August and 
it is likely to be fearfully dose 
a gain- Scotland, who would go 
seven points clear at the top of 
the section, haws yet to concede 
a gpal in their five fixtures, Mule 
Austria have let in one in three. 

Precisely the circumstances, 
Brown believes, in which a big, 
ionaie crowd could tip the 
The Scottish FA offices 
were besieged by ticket-seeking 
supporters yesterday, and the 
first international to be hosted 
by Celticfor 64 years was mov- 
ing towards a 47,000 sell-out. 

Stoppitg the Thrtan Araoy be- 
coming inebriated by virions of 
France next year would be 
pointless, but Brown warned 
that whatever ' ' happened 
tonight, there was still alot of 
football to be played. 

“If we’re fartanare^natgh to 
win, jwwonffhear me saying' 
we’re througfi,"’ hesaxl “Kif well " 
be m a strong position.” 

SCOlUMk CMW: FrtMMflfc toU*» fl* 
BantonfcQri d amood iTocanhatn?. H— ary 
(BtarUfamr). Boyd (Critic); Bartajr (ChtfeM. 
Unboit (Bonjara Dwtmuntf) or McStoy 
{OBHI*cA*WWtCo«#iy),Coan»(Mon*- 
ftbomBrt, 

AUSTRIA: fta-6^: Kooaal fltattWmfc 


TuloiQloairMonano Portmunti); i 
KapfcD.PSflWlAusm* MarapMO; Sobopp 
(baft ifcfttfc Mp- 
ng (Wader Bremen). Watt (PwtDfcfotator 
(Oo(a0i0, Me (Stum Gad. 

Mnc N l*nBw (RumhO- 


,ooo McCarthy still wants McGrath 
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The Republic of Ireland man- 
ager, Mick McCarthy, is not 
prepared to end Paul McGrath’s 
distinguished international career 
even though the 37-year-old de- 
fender misses today’s World Cup 
qualifier against Macedonia 
through injury. 

McGrath, capped 83 times, 
was sent back to his club, Der- 

bv, with a damaged AchiDes ten- 
don as the rest of the Irish team 
left for Skopje. McCarthy said: 
“Everybody knows Paul’s knees 
are in pieces. They are not go- 
ing to get any better. They will 
get worse because whenever he 
trains he suffers. 

“I wanted Paul here. He 
would have been involved in the 
game if he had been fit but in 


Majoli has a 

struggle to 

find her feet 

Tennis 

Karina Habsudova of Slovakia 
and Russia’s Elena Likhovtse- 
va suffered first-round defeats 
aI tftc Family Circle Cup in 
Hilton Head Island, South Car- 
olina, as the day-corn season 
£ 0 i underway on Monday. 

5 Habsudova fell to Alexandra 
pusai of France 7-6, 6-3, while 
Lfichovtseva looked to have her 
match well in hand before 
Italy's Silvia Farina bounced 

back for a 1-6, 6-3,64^0,7. 

Ninth-seeded Iva Majoli of 
Croatia recorded a 4-6, fr4, 

b- 4 win over Canachan.quahfi- 

er Rene Simpson. Majoli said 
the adjustment from playing on 
hard courts to the slow, soft day 
gave her some early 
* -It takes lime to get used to, 
especially as rcganfc shdingon 
ihccourt," she said “J^easyto 
lose control of yomfcet In the 
beginning I 

had to battle to overcome Ele- 
na Makarova- The Russan kept 
Schiiltz-McCarthy on court for 

nearlv wo and a han horns be- 
fore the Dutchwoman. finally 
lied 3-6, 7-6, &4. 


iitoWCaR . 

vwfrj 

Rnmmhi . - ft 1 . v 

p^ofiralaad^3 2[ 4#&- 
Woado nta .^— 5 2:%^ 

UBwrtii : is. 2 :0 
toaftad: '. U_:a-2 ; 

tiedrtao«MlD^5M3 ■ .0" Sv 

the end there was just no point , 
in bringing him. But just be- " 
cause somebody is missing this - 
time it doesn’t mean he is go- 
ing to miss the next game as . 
well. And we have another big 
qualifier in Romania at the 
end of the month.” 

McGrath’s latest setback 
came a couple of days after the 
Derby manager, Jim Smith, in- 
dicated he would not be offer- 
ing him a new contract next 
season because of doubts over 


Victorious 
Bond gunning 
for gold 

Snooker 

The Plymouth Pavilions once 

again proved to be anything but 

ahappy home for the Devon 

professional Andy Hicks yes- 
terday. Much to the ebsap- 
pamtineni of his supporters, the 
SSd No 18 failed to reachthe 

thW round of the British Qpen 

by losing to the defending 
champion, Nigel Bond. 

For the third time m four 
years, Hicks lost a match at the 

venue 54 as Bond earned a last 

16 meeting with Tow Drago. 

•Aftenraaning my first match 

I thought maybe this is going to 
be my tournament,’' the left- 
hander said. • 

“But today I played diabohr 
calfy. I didnl fed as if I could 
pot 3 ball It’s reafly frustrating 

b ec a use in practice I feel as 
though I’m playing the best 
snooker I've ever done” 

“I don’t want to give it up 
without a fight,” Bond said. 
"And it's going to take someone 
playing really well to beat me. 
Dominic Dale, who put out 

Jimmy White m the first round, 

yesterday accounted for the 
world No 24, Steve-James. , 

■ Fouids resigns, page ZG 


how tang he can keep going with 
hisiamousfy “dodgy” knees. 

“Tve waited as long as I 
could because he is Paul Mc- 
Grath bat ft didn’t make the im- 
provement Fd hoped for and we 
had to leave him behind,” 
McCarthy said. 

Aston Vllte's Steve Staunton 
. is struggling with a calf strain, 
although bo* he and McCarthy 
believe it wifi heal in time few 
hnntoplay.!foi^Cascarinohad 
been rested from training after 
feeling tightness m a hamstring 
and the Norwich forward 
Keith O’Neill has pledged to 
give McCarthy his "best shot” 
despite having played just two 
games for his club since a Jong 
lay-off with ankle trouble. 


Athletics ' 

BBC Teteviaon wffl cover the London 
MarathonWDtftenencertwyateran- 
noundnga deal yesterday wtfch odsntfe 
the present contract until 2001. Ihe 
BBC cameras rime captured a4 the cap- 
ital's marathons slncethe first one was 
run In 198L Sue BwfcerwB lead the 
coverage of this yew's event on Sun- 
day 13 Apri, wWi David Coleman and 
Brendan Foster heaflng the commen- 
Wtingtesm. 

Cricket 

Leicestershire's profit last season was 
down £15.000 on the prevlousjum- 
mer, despite winning the County Chwn- 
ptonsMp for the first time ft 21 years. 
The Grace Road duo made a profit of 
£22 jOOO compared to Just over 
£37,000 In 1995. The min reason fcr 

the drop wasa rfce of d71, 000 m play- 
ing expenses and the dub's accounts 
reveal they tor* budgeted tor an extra 
£165,000 In salaries far ft* season. 
TbrfcshlTB turned the tables on St Kitts 
ly Htnirtg the second cTtfwwon*day 
. matches at MoSneeux 116 nmstp 
atens on eerterflvewictet defeeL The 
tourists scored 214 for 9 with Richard 
Blakey PI) and David Byas (79) 
putBngwll+tbrtheftawchet-^xk- 
' sMrebowtod out their hos&fcr 96, wim 
fterr Sdstcttom tddng three rfthe ftst 
five wickets and finishing with four for 
rine from his eight overs. 
trT^aTiawLcracmcouN^TnoPW 

(Kuala Uaapaq: West Atnca ty B go 
wesj; hsraeTsf (2U. n«rs)- Wert AW“ 
WM ay 190 rm-ScMiand 167tf8avSi. 

Dernwrt(122 (aWft^SeodBrfeoa 

45IWH. wanersu Iar3 (23aen): NeMr- 

lands 193 tv & iraM rmnoncompm- 

0» Mam«ifte. (GamartBirtwwd*** i » 

MlNlftMntfMM 

MR); Ban^dashl4S hr 3(SZ- Qj«^- 

may^i»&UdM Arab Biwatas^ 
ftr fcUrtWJ sma 166 (402 »ora). 
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Itafy face Poland tonight with 
the chance , of opening a six- 
point advantage over England 
at tiie top of Group Two of the 
World Cop qualifiers. 

" Italy’s 3-0 victory .over 
'Moldova on Saturday made 
Italy the dear leaders, and an 
away victory over the Poles 
halfway through die group stage 
would make Cesare Maldini’s 
team favourite to be the first 
European team to qualify. 

can win and we have to 
win,” Dino Baggio, the Parma 
midfielder, said. “We’re not 
starting out with the idea of 
being content with a draw. A 
win at Chotzow would bring us 
very dose to dosing the deal on 
qualification for France.” 

The Germans, who face last- 
place Albania in Group Nine, 
have some ground to make up 
after starting with one win and 
two draws. Even victory would 
not put them into the top two. 
A World Cup finals without 


Germany would be almost un- 
thinkable, however, and their 
captain, Jurgen Klinsmann, 
wants the 1998 competition in 
Ranee to be a memorable last 
hurrah, in international footbalL 

The 1998 World Cup will be 
a wonderful end to my national 
team career, but Til probably 
play dub football for another 
two years,” said the 32-year-old 
who is leaving Bayern Munich 
at the end of the season. 

Germany’s coach, Berti 
Vogts, whose team trail Portu- 
gal and Ukraine by four points 
and Northern Ireland by one, 
knows his side have to start win- 
ning soon. The standings in our 
group wfli have to be changed 
and for that we need three 
points,” said the man who led 
Germany to the European 
Championship title last summer 
in England. 

be under time pressure 
to score the first goal quickly. 
This game can be compared to 


Maradona refuses to train 


Diego Maradonasaid yesterday 
he would not accept the condi- 
tion of training every day if he 
was to rejoin Boca Juniors. Tm 
not mad. I cannot do it If I train 
every day I will die,” he said. 

Newspapers in Argentina 
have reported that Boca exec- 
utives have demanded that the 
former Argentina captain 


must do so if he is to rejoin the 
club. 

The 36-year-old Maradona, 
who played his last game for 
Boca in August 199 6, sor'd he 
needed about a month to be in 
shape. “But - 1 will accept no 
pressures to train," he said. 

Ricardo Sa Pinto, wbo last 
week attacked the Portugal na- 


tional coach, Artur Jorge, after 
be was left out of the national 
team, was suspended yesterday 
bom international football while 
the incident is investigated. 

The Portuguese football fed- 
eration said that a three-man 
committee would report its find- 
ings within 15 days to Fife, the 
game’s world governing body. 


sport 



Uefa defends 
lifetime ban 
on referee 


Ponted response: Terry Venables, the coach to the Australian national team, prepares 
his team in Budapest yesterday to play Hungary today: Back at Portsmouth, where 
Venables is c hairma n, the director Vic Jenner has resigned from the club's board wide 
expressing concern over how Portsmouth are being run Photograph: Reuter 

Baggio determined to 
bag points for Italy 


Uefa, football's European gov- 
erning body, defended its deci- 
sion yesterday to impose a 
lifetime ban on an international 
referee accused of attempted 
bribery. 

The referee. Switzerland s 
Kurt ROthKsberger. has protest- 
e& his innocence despite the ban 
maiif last week and in a state- 
ment on Monday said he would 

appeal the decision he- 
fore Uefe's deadline of midnight 
tonight. 

Sepp Blatter, general secre- 
tary of Fife, the world's gov- 
erning body, offered the 
disgraced referee a crumb of 
comfort. “I’m surprised at the 
sentence,” he said “At Fifa we 
don’t envisage a life-long 
punishment, only one that is 
Omiied in time. 

“If you listen and sec how 
Rothlisberger speaks and be- 
haves, there arc two possibili- 
ties. 

“Either something has been 
exaggerated unnecessarily or 
there are many actors at work.” 

LJefa officials were reluctant 
logo into details about the case 
before hearing the referee’s 
appeal. “We would never have 
made the decision if we weren't 
100 percent sure,” said a Uefa 
spokesman. “It wouldn't have 
been enough to be 99.9 percent 
sure. 

“We took the decision based 
on (he information wc gathered, 
including what Mr Rothlis- 
berger had given us.” 

Rothlisberger, wbo officiat- 
ed at both European and World 
Cup matches, was barred for al- 
leged attempted bribery in an 
October 1996 Champions* Cup 
game between Grasshopper of 
Zurich and Auxerre of France. 

The German-speaking referee 
maintain s a casual conversation 


he had with Grasshopper officials 
was taken out of context He sa\s 
he may have mistakenly given 
Uefa the impression of his guilt 
because he signed some Uefa 
documents handwritten in legal- 
istic French, which he did not 
understand. 

Within the sport Rolhlis- 
berger had a reputation fur 
fairness, although he made 
some questionable decisions, 
among them the failure to 
award u penally in the 1994 
World Cup mateh between Ger- 
many and Belgium. 

Blatter has been campaign- 
ing for years for professional, 
paid referees but he dismissed 
allegations of widespread cor- 
ruption among amateur offi- 
cials. “We need to get away from 
the impression that referees 
are ripe for bribes. That’s not 
true at ail.” he said. 

Rothlisberger found himself 
steeped in more scandal on 
Saturday when a Swiss tabloid. 
Blick. accused him of offering 
to bribe the Spanish referee of 
a World Cup qua lifting match 
between Switzerland and Nor- 
way- last November. 

Rothlisberger denied this and 
said it was the newspaper that 
approached him. He said a re- 
porter had also tnkl him (hat the 
Romanian referee was bribed for 
a Swiizerland-Turkcy European 
Championship qualifier in 1994. 

In a statement made through 
his lawyer. Rothlisberger toned 
down his allegations but did not 
withdraw them. 

Blick has threatened to sue 
Rothlisberger, as has Credit 
Suisse, the main sponsor of 
the Turkcy-Swilzerland match. 
The Swiss football federation 
and the Romanian referee in 
question have also indicated 
they might take legal action. 


a cup tie between a first division 
team and an amateur side.” 

Albania is officially the home 
team but the game will be 
played in the southern Spanish 
city of Granada, because of 
the rivD unrest in Albania. 

■ Hvo goals by Mark Kennedy 
overpowered Macedonia 
helped the Republic of Ireland 
to a convincing victory yester- 
day in their European Under- 
21 championship qualifier in 
Kavadarri. 

The Liverpool reserve se- 
cured victory with his second 
goal after 34 minutes and the 
Republic never relinquished 
control of the game. The Wim- 
bledon goalkeeper, Brendan 
Murphy, saved the Insh eariy on 
when turning away Argend 
Be kin's drive for a comer. But 
Kennedy was at the heart of 
Irish endeavours, his first goal 
coming after 10 minutes as be 
drove home Steve Carr’s well- 
judged pass. 


French campaign 
gets under way 


Ranee play Sweden at the Parc 
des Princes tonight in a friend- 
ly which their, manager Aim£ 
Jacquel sees as the real begin- 
ning of the French campaign for 
the 1998 World Cup finals. 

“We’re into the World Cup 
right now," said Jacquet, as he 
warned his players that country 
not dub should be their prior- 
ity next season. “I handed play- 
ers a little memo asking them 
to be very careful about the 
chibs they would be signing for 
next season.” Jacquet addressed 
a gathering of 40 potential 
World Cup players near Paris 
over the Easter weekend. 

The manager is worried 
about players signing lucrative 
deals with big-name clubs but 
then not being able to secure a 
first-team place. But Jacquet 
also bad more immediate prob- 
lems ahead of this last warm-up 
match before June’s Toumoi de 
France which involves Brazil, 
Italy and Englan d. 

Didier Deschamps. the 
French captain, is almost cmain 
to miss tne match with dental 
problems and the Paris St-Ger- 
main striker Patrice Loko is bat- 
tling to overcome a knee injury. 
"I hope to be able to field a re- 
juvenated team and tty out 
different combinations for the 
last time.” Jacquet said. 

The manage/had hoped to be 
able to pair the pteymaker Youri 


Djorkaeff with Auxerre’s Lilian 
Laslandes but the latter had to 
pull put with an ankle injury. 

Jacquet also feces a dilemma 
in where to best utilise Djorka- 
eff Whereas he acts as playmate - 
for Internationale, he played up 
front for his country at a time 
when a goalscorcr was badly 
needed FQs partnership with the 
Juventus midfielder Zinedine Zi- 
dane was disappointing during 
Euro 96 but Jacquel kept the two 
together despite the criticism. 
“Their pairing is not a problem. 
They just need to be used the 
right way," the coach said 

He has alternatives in the 
squad with Milan’s Chrislophc 
Dugarry, Bordeaux's Ibrahim 
Ba. and Karlsruhe’s Marc 
Keller. With Deschamps out, 
Martin Djecou and Claude 
Makeiele will hope to obtain a 
second cap. Jacquet also decid- 
ed to do without the Puis St-Ger- 
main goalkeeper Bernard Lama 
and to field Monaco’s fiibien 
Barthez. 

Fbr Sweden, who have lost 
their last two World Cup qual- 
ifiers to Austria and Scotland, 
the tic will be an important 
warm-up for their home return 
with the Scots on 3ft April. But 
they will be missing several 
first-choice players, including 
the captain Jonas Them, who 
injured his nose in a league 
match 10 days ago. 
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ban federation resofce a dtspuis. “The 
dispute between the wo associations 
has ted to a situation »Pere Fife decided 
to suspend the referees ftom interna- 
tional dutv." Rta spokesman Andreas 
Herren sara yesterday. *Assoon as the 
dispute e settled the situation will be 
reviewed. 9 

UQMUTS LATE RESULTS: NAHONWTOE 
LEAGUE PM Division: Southend Utti 2 
Portsmouth L SPANISH LEAGUE Adst)a> 
Madrid 2 Sporting Gfon 1. 

Ice hoctey 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE; Pittsburgh 4 
Honda 3; Edmonton 1 Daias 3. 

EASTERN C0NT9ENCE 

NORTHEAST DMSION 

WI.T BF BA PI# 

3d 26 11 221 190 87 

msbnga 38 33 7 264 257 79 

Montreal 28 34 14 234 263 70 

Hartford 29 36 10 ?02 232 B8 

Ottawa 26 34 15 206 221 67 

Boston 24 43 9 217 280 57 

ATLANTIC DT/tSLON 

W L T SF QA Pts 
•PMwfeJpMa.43 22 21 2S6 159 97 
1 towtoney -»1 21 33 215 171 9B 

•Florida 33 28 IB 207 187 84 

NY Ranger* —35 32 9 240 212 79 

Washington — 30 38 B 194 216 68 
NY Mandats ~28 36 11 219 222 67 
Tampa Bay -^29 38 8 202 232 66 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL WVtSWN 

W L ~T OF GA Pts 
-Dries —46 23 6 234 177 98 

-Detroit 36 24 15 237 181 87 

Ptocnfa 35 35 6 215 226 76 

St Loots 33 34 S 221229 75 

Chicago 31 33 12 204 196 74 

Toronto 28 41 7 2162S7 S3 

PAOFICDMSION 

W L T OF QA Pt* 

tcotorado 46 21 9 2SS187JW. 

Erfc n owtoa 4—35 35 7 237 229 77 

Aoatato 33 33 U 226319 77 

C^gvy— 32 36 8 203 215 72 

VUarnnair 32 40 5 238 258 68 

Los Rngwlri 26 41 ID 198 253 62 
.Saa Jose— 25 43 7 166 248 57 
-candied ptey-olf benh; tttoered dinton mte- 


SkBng 

Johnny Moulder-Brown won has thW ti- 
He of the British Land National Junior 
Championships In Times, France yes- 
terday. The lS-year-oid won the super- 
G after trtanphlnB in the sfetom and 0ant 
slalom events. 

Snooker 

BRITISH OPEN (Ptymootti) Second 
rotnd: A McManus (Sco) K M King (Eng] 
5-1; M Judea Orff bt N water (Eng) 5-4; 


2: A Hamilton (Eng) bt A Ffottdoux (Cant 

5- 1; N Bond {Eng) tit A Hicks (Eng) 5^: 
D Dale (Wall bt S James (Eng) 5-2: W 
Thome (Eng) K D Morpn IWsO 5-4; S 
Hendry (Sco) tit P Wytes (Eng) 5-1. 

Squash 

LEEXES BRITISH OPEN CHAMH- 
ONSMPS (CARDIFF} Mot's first round: 
Jansfter Khan (Bah) bt D Ryan (Ml 15-7 
15-6 15- Efc J Knetop (Aus) tit P Gregory 
(Gre) 15-12 15-11 15-7. 

Woman's first roont F Geaes (Gtel bt 
N T«pea lAifi) &-2 EM) 9«| S Schcne (Gen 
btH van Hoorn (Nethl 9-5 2-9 95 9-3: 
J Martin (Big) bt S Brtnd (Ertfi) 9-2 7-9 
9-3 9-7; R Gnnham (Ausl btT MeliK (WfeS) 
9-7 9-2 9- ID 3-9 9-3. 

Tenais 

BUMKT ORCLE CUP (Wtnii Heed fetond, 
$ CaroAna) Ffett round: I Majoli (Croa) 
MR Simpson (Can) 4-6 6-4 6-4; A Fusal 
iFr) bt K Hateudow iSkwav) 7-6 6-3: 
A Coetrer (SA) bt H Naawa (Slow* 

6- 2 6-3; B SctotfrMcCwthy {Nethl K 
E Makarova (Rus) 3-6 7-6 6-4; S Ftirina 
(It) bt E UWxwtseva (Rl 6' 1-6 6-3 6-4; 
M Maleeva (Bui) tit P Lsn&ova (C2 Rep) 

7- 5 &-4; B Scftett (Aut) bt J KmgBi-lSA) 
4-6 6-0 90; B Rraner (Ger) tit G PkochHil 
(It) 6-1 4-6 7-5: A Sufiiyama tf apeinl bt 
A Grossman (US) 1-6 6-2 6-3; p Siarez 
(Aifl be I GorrochatepJi (Arg) 7-« 6-2: 
5 Pdlftwsta CFrl bt F Labat (Arg) O-oM 
7-5: A Semi (Cz Hep) bt C Crtstea tRom) 

6- 4 6-0: C Toner s-Valpro tSp) bt 
F Pafeoi 0i) 3-6 7-5 0-1 rac 0 Bara- 
tianachlkma (Bela) bt L NtoBnd tLatt 

7- 5 6-0; Srt-r»Tg Vfeng daiw) bt M Wteft- 
ganner (Gar) 64- 7-6; W PmOR (Gert 
bt A Gtoss (Ge) M M 6-4; P S^« 
(Swh) bt T WhnSnger JoneS (US) «»-2 
7-5. 


Trouble for McDermott and McDermott 


Ragby League 

Not one but two McDennotts 
will be on the carpet at League 
headquarters tomorrow, in the 
aftermath of the weekend’s 
stormy Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
semi-final, writes Dave Hadfidd- 

Brian McDermott, of the 
Bradford Bulls, was already due 
to appear before the disciplinary 
committee following his sending- 
off for punching late in the 
game. Now the Leeds prop Bar- 
rie McDermott has been called 

in because of suspected high 

tackling detected on the match 
video by the League's director 
of referees, Greg McCaDom. 

IBs team-mate Teny Newton 
is also on the guest list because 
of his role in the incident that 


Jed to Brian McDermott's dis- 
missal. TWo Bradford players 
have been warned for the sledg- 
ing that was a persistent feature 
of the match and a letter has 
been sent to Leeds expressing 
concern over the way that sev- 
eral of their players verbally 
challenged two decisions by a 
touch judge lale in the match. 

The League is to take an un- 
derstanding view of (he com- 
ments of the Bradford coach. 
Matthew Elliott, about the referre 
Russell Smith. Elliott blamed' 
Smith for head and face injuries 
suffered by his players. The 
League's dnef executive, Maurice 
Lindsay, said: “I understand how 
pressurised Cup serai-fin ah* can 
be and I believe it would be right 
to show a degree of tolerance.” 


TVhrringlon hope to appoint 
their new coach this week, but 
it will not - despite his remark- 
able start by beating Wigan on 
Monday - be the man in charge 
on a caretaker basis, Paul Cullen. 
“Paul is ideal coaching materi- 
al, but he needs to serve his ap- 
prenticeship,” said the dub's 
foolbaU director. Alex Murphy. 
“He will do that under the man 
we appoint.” Murphy added 
that be also wanted to step hack 
from learn mailers himself as 
soon as a new man is in place. 

Sheffield Eagles' long-serving 
forward, Mick Cook, has joined 
Bramlcy as player-couch to work 
with Paul Fletcher. He will also 
work on the community coach- 
ing scheme run by Bromley's 
landlords at Heading! cy, Leeds. 


Important wins for Scotland and Ireland 


Cricket 

Scotland and Ireland look a fur- 
ther stride towards the 1999 
World Cup yesterday by winning 
their first ICC Ttophy quarter- 
final group matches in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Scotland beat Denmark by 
42 nuts and Ireland defeated 
one of the favourites, the 
Netherlands, to put themselves 


in a strong position to reach the 
semi-finals and to fill one of the 
World Cup vacancies open to 
the Trophy’s top three. 

Scotland's victory owed much 
to George Salmond after an 
early slump left them on 5S for 
5. The captain hit a 59 off 1 15 
deliveries to help Scotland 
reach 164 in 46^ overs. 

Denmark were then bowled 
out for 122 thanks mainly iu a 


stunning spell of 10-2-23-4 from 
off-spinner lan Beven. 

Ireland beat the Netherlands 
on a faster scoring rate. The 
Dutch reached 21 1 for 8 in their 
50 overs, but rain intervened 
with Ireland 91 for 3 in 23 overs 
and under the Duckwonh- 
Lewis rules, they needed S7 for 
victory. Ireland’s next game is 
against Bangladesh, while Scot- 
land play Canada. 
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Famous five enter middle 

Europe’s finest golfers 
hit 40, page 26 
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Grand ambition 

Steve Brookshaw, trainer of 
the National favourite, page 25 


Gould’s job jeopardised by race row 



Football 

RICHARD PETERS 

Bobby Gould's position as man- 
ager of Wales has been thrown 
into further doubt by a racial 
disagreement with Nathan 
Blake, which the Bolton Wan- 
derers forward said yesterday 
was the reason he did not play 
in last Saturday's World Cup 
qualiGcr against Belgium. 

Blake said that Gould at- 
tempted to apologise to bin last 
week, but he stOf refused even 


Blake's absence was put down to 
^^sickness and diarrhoea”. 

Gould allegedly made a re- 
mark to Blafce in trazningbefore 
the Belgium defeat- That led to 
the player vowing never to play 
for his country again. Gould has 
strongly denied any offence 
was meant and said: “Perhaps 
Nathan Blake has finer feelings 
than other people. In future I 
will take that on board.” 

Following the alleged com- 
ment by the manager, a public 
sl ang in g match ensued and af- 


ter a long debate, during which 
Gould denied being a racist, the 
Cardiff-boni striker then 
claimed be had been racially in- 
sulted by Gould once before dur- 
ing his days as a youth player. 

Blake then told Gould he 
would not play for him again and 
was marked absent at the week- 
end when many expected him to 
be on the bench for the Belgian 
game, which ended in defeat and 
almost certainly meant Wales 
will not qualify for France V8. 

Yesterday Blake said: “I still 
want to play for ftbles but I 


don't want to play for him. I 
have a total lack of respect for 
him. I went to see Bobby Gould 
and told him I did not want to 
be sub. I told him he could say 
what he liked. I didn’t care.” 

Blake revealed he had been 
upset by Gould's alleged de- 
scription of Dutch striker Pierre 
Van Hooijdonk during a post- 
match dressing-room discussion 

in the wake of Wales' 3-1 home 
defeat against the Netherlands in 
October, in which Van Hooij- 
donk scored twice. “I could not 
believe wfctai I heard,” said Blake. 


who pulled out of the return 


Eindhoven in November. 

Blake was also upset by a 
training incident revolving 
around the different colours of 
training bibs. Neville Southall 
alerted Gould to Blake’s con- 
cerns and Gould added: “Neville 
said, ‘I thrnic you need to have 
a word.’ I accepted that and did. 

“I had a meeting with all the 
players and it was brought up. 
I told all the players that if there 
were cryptic comments nothing 
was ever meant" . 


Blakehadadear4h6-airmc«“ 
in gr with Gould last week without 
resohingthdrdispuie. The play- 
er said he accepted “jokes and 
banter”, but he told ihe Soudi 
Wales Echo: “Racism is a thing 
of the past. Wre ^international - 


is a thin lme-and there is no way 
1 have ever been involved with 


er and 1 should not have to lis- 
ten to it from my own people. 


Gould's management style 
has annoyed some other older 
players, vnth Ian Rush & notable 
absentee for almost a year foam 
(he squad. Gould said: “There 


nxy career. I ftawnodiii^lohKte, 
bmitisavefythaicateatuatBQa" 
Gould added dwarf* row would 
not affect Blake’s international 
; career while be was in charge. 

Ken TUdcer. chairman of the 
FbbtbalL Association of Wries’ 
Football Committee, rallied to 
Gould's defence. “While ad-, 
nutting T don't know the full 
facts, I do knew Bobby Gould 
very well and would not have 
thought there was any question 


of racism in his behaviour," he 
sakL “He is just not that type of : 
man and I am very surprised ai j 
this allegation." •. i 

Gordon Thylor, chief exeat- .1 
tfve-of the Professional TfaattJtJ 
bailers'- Association, said: “Its*.! 
dismibmgtolemnofsuchcotn- -M 
merits in the light of reccm ia- 
detents which we have been---- j 
frying to resolve. Wc do have a ' j 
strong anti-racism, campaign _J 
and this is something we are : 
duty-bound to ad upon. 1 will 
be in touch with both parlies to 
see rf wo can he of any help.” 


Plenty of huff and puff for Lord of Uffington | Watson given 





Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Evans surprised by his late Ljons 'withdrawal’ 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 


Fran Cotton and the rest of the 
1997 Lions management team 
sat down with the men in grey 
suits at the East India Club yes- 
terday to discuss their squad for 
this summers tour of South 
Africa, but thanks to the disin- 
formation concerning the make- 
up of the party, they might have 
done better to hold the meeting 
in John Le Carry’s from room. 


The Lions' ratification session 
with the great and good of the 
Four Home Unions committee 
was overshadowed by the emer- 
gence of an apparent shock-hor- 
ror story in Wales, Ieuan Evans. 


would have denied the selectors 
an obvious candidate for the cap- 
taincy as well as leaving the wing 
positions even more exposed. 

All this was news to Evans. 
Regardless of the captaincy 


issue - Martin Johnson, the 
Leicester and England lock, was 
hot favourite for the job yester- 
day despite a glaring lack of lead- 
ership experience - Evans 
pronounced himself fit and 
eager for one of the biggest chal- 
lenges of his, or anyone's, career. 
Far from losing key members 
of their party, the Lions were 
hopeful of adding to it by 
appointing Dave Aired to the 
coaching team. Renowned in 
evefy corner of the rugby- 
playing world as the best kicking 
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technician in the business, the 
former Minnesota Viking from 
Bristol would be worth his 
weight in gold to a party seri- 
ously deficient in the crucial 
area of marksmanship. 

England chose to ignore bis 
expertise for most of the recent 
Five Nations campaign and he 
was called in only on the eve of 
the final game in Wales. That 
was stiU enough time to inspire 
a world-class kicking perfor- 
mance from Mike Can. 

That polity cut little ice with 
Cotton and company, however, 
and the indications are that 
Aired could expect to be on the 
team plane when it leaves for 
Johannesburg on 17 May. 

Other indications suggested 
the Uons would travel with a nap 
hand of former rugby league pro- 
fessionals. Rhit Welshmen who 
returned at the start of last sea- 
son - Allan Bateman, Scott 


Gibbs, David Young and Scott 
QuimteU - were racing certain- 
ties for a place in the party and 
there was a strong bandwagon 
for Alan Tkit, the Scottish cen- 
tre, and John Bentley, the New- 
castle winger, considered surplus 
to requirements by England. 

There was, though, a degree 
of concern over another wing 
contender, Simon Geogbegan 
of Bath. The Irishman pulled 
out of his dob’s important 
Courage League match at Sale 
tonight, claiming he was “not 
ready” for such a tough as- 
signment so soon after recov- 
ering from surgery on both big 
toes - a message that was greet- 
ed with some discomfort by the 
champions, who had to recall 
England’s Jon Sleigh tholme, a 
regular fall-guy this season, 
less than 24 hoars after drop- 
ping him for Geoghegan. 

Selection issues were on the 


agenda at Leicester; too, in ad- 
vance of tonight's top-of-the- 
table confrontation with Wasps 
at Wetford Road- a match pre- 
maturely billed as the champi- 
onship decider. John Wells, 
the flanker, and Stuart Potter, 
the centre, will be missing with 
rib and shoulder injuries re- 
spectively and that should mean 
recalls for Dean Richards and 
Leon Lloyd. The Tigers have 
made a third change of their 
own accord, dropping John 
Liley and pulling brother Rob 
into the squad as a potential 
replacement.- 

In Wales; Llanelli were 
drawn against Cardiff in the 
semi-final of the Swalec Cup - 
a fixture guaranteed to sell out 
Swansea's St Helen’s ground. In 
the other tie, Swansea face at 
JEbbw Vale at the Arms Park. 
The matches will be played on 
12^ and 13 April. 
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Rusedski Olazabal tries to ease 
to miss Ballesteros’ burden 


Davis Cup 


ACROSS 

1 Standard meeting-place for 
her. the arriviste (8) 

3 Char from South 
Hornchurch? (6) 

9 Gal paler, trembling, from 
deficiency disease (8) 

10 Like Schfrnberg, a shot in 
the arm? (6) 

12 Licentious period of leisure 
and affected speech ( 1 1 ) 

13 Suggestions for dfy an- 
nounced (5) 

17 Parliamentary Commis- 
sioner for British Beef? (9) 

IS College chart used on one 
who is 21? (8) 

19 Dress-ring of Hollywood 

solitary 15) 

20 In hatred of sex and vio- 
lence, one must leave (11) 

24 Foreign organ overused in 
barber-shop (6) 


25 Bbck Friars abandoned 
New Style in Caribbean re- 
public (8) 

26 Stop a run and take a 
breather (6) 

27 Spiky fish no longer pre- 
sent in Dart, it turns out 
(S) 

- DOWN 

1 Crisp apple crumble for of- 
fice fixer? (5-5) 

2 Beer-hall is alternative that 
can be enjoyed (10) 

3 She inspired lines in the 
opera rosea (5) 

4 Headstrong and powerless 
to take in logic (12) 

6 Constantly fighting as m 
Russian-Afghan conflict? 

7 Old character getting rugby 
points (4) 



8 Wine or pop? (4) 

11 Unstable Bohemia virus 
acting up ( 12 ) 

13 Seneca, for one, died in 
Armenia surprisngfy (10) 

14 Narrow and not ready-to- 
wear, say? (10) 

1$ 13's eminent leaders, fresh 
in epic tales (9) 

21 Fabrication whilst recum- 
bent (5) 

22 Dyke-builder’s declared 
tender (4) 

23 I leave right after Borodin's 

prince ( 4 ) 


Tennis 


Greg Rusedski, Britain'sNo 2, 
has withdrawn from the Davis 
Cup match against Zimbabwe 
at Crystal Palace this weekend, 
because of continuing wrist 
trouble. 

It means that Britain wflj go 
into the Euro/African Group 
One tie vnth a much weakened 
team as Tim Henman, the 
top-ranked . Briton, has 
already dropped out following 
an operation on his elbow last 
week. 

. The. withdrawal of both his 
leading players has placed an 
added burden on the captain. 
David Lkrydi as he tries to take 
the team back into the World 
Group of the top 16 nations. 

Britain must beat Zimbab- . 
we to advance to the World 
Group qualifying round from 
19 to 21 September, the draw 
for which will be made la ter 
this year. 

Should Britain lose this- 
weekend they will remain in 
Euro/African Group One. 


Golf 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from New Orleans 

As much as Jose Maria Olaza- 
bal needed cheering up last 
year, when his foot injury pre- 
vented him from hitting a single 
baUm competition, the Spaniard 
is hoping to return the fervour to 
his countryman Seve BaQes- . 
teros. “My intention is to do the 
best I can to make the Ryder 
Cup team,” said Olazabal, whose 
victory in the Canaries two 
weeks ago capped a remarkable 
return to tournament -golf- 

“Up to now, I cannot play 
more than two tournaments in 
a row, but my foot & improving 
all the time and 1 may be able 
to increase my schedule,” Olaz- 
abal added. He has had to be 
picked for three of his four Ry- • 
der Cup appearances, but 
knows Ballesteros is ha m p e red, 
in his Choices now that -he has 
accepted he has lost his battle 
to get more than two wildcards. 

Both Spaniards, ore prepar- 
k ing for next week’s Masters by 
rplaying in the. Freeport .Mc- 
Dermott Classic at English 
Turn, but in contrasting moods. 


Olazabal is 41 under par for his 
three tournaments this year, 
while Ballesteros. is 30 over in 
missing the cat in all his five 
events, after finishing 69th in the 
Order of Merit last season, 
easily his lowest position since 
1974, the year he ruined pro- 
fessional. 

, “Winning in the Canaries 
did surprise me.” Olazabal said. 
“I have never cried with: tears 
of happiness like that on the golf 
. course before. Bui I am still fry- 
ing to be calm, to do the best I 
can and to enjoy it.” 

Olazabal does not want , to 
raise his expectations about 
the -Masters. “I don't know 
wbat to expect at Augusta,” he 
iaid. “Just to be there is going 
to be very special after watch- 
ing ft on* television last year 
when I was in a bad way. ' 

“Seve has a lot on his mind 
with being Ryder Cup captain. 
I.am confident that he will play 
some good tournaments this 
year. As soon as the Ryder Cup 
is over he will start concentrat- 
ing again. He was striking the 
baB/vety well when we played 
in practice recently. He just 


MoreoNT is the leading integrator of 
Windows NT applications. 

Morse has helped many companies to 
move their data and applications to NT. 

We can build complete Grade enterprise 
. solutions based on Compaq Proliant 
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with secure, high performance storage 
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him some confidence.” 
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